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INTRODUCT ION

Title 36, ldaho Code declares fish and wildl ife to be the property of
the State of |daho and mandates the [daho Fish and Game Commission to
"preserve, protect, and perpetuate such wlldiife and provide for the
cltizens of this state and as by law permitted to others, continued
supplfes of such wildlife for hunting, fishing and trapping.®™ Under
the Commission's guldance, the Idaho Department of Fish and Game
manages the fish and willdl ife of the state.

The development of the Fisheries Management Plan (FMP) Is guided by "A
PLAN FOR THE FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF IDAHO'S FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES,
Volume 1, Goals, Objectives, and Pollicles, 1975-1990," by the Idaho
Department of Fish and Game. The FMP |Is an outgrowth of this document.

This fishery menagement plan describes the management directlon which
the Department |ntends to pursue In order to provide the continued
suppl les of flish and fishing opportunity as mandated by |law. This
document has been In existence since 1983 based on |ong-term management
direction gulded by policlies set by the Commission. In some cases, the
management direction outliined iIn +this plan Is a continuation of
long-establ Ished programs. In other cases, shortcomings are Identifled
and corrective measures proposed. After public review and Commission
approval (approved December 1985), this document will be the gulde for
management of fishery resources In Idaho from 1986 through 1990,

Budget preparation for fisherles research and management activities of
the Fish and Game Depariment will be within the guldelines set down by
this plan, Programs [Isted are those which the Deparitment intends to
Initiate or accomplIsh within this planning period.




A. STATEWIDE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES

The primary objectives of this plan are:

1. Guide the management of Idaho's fishery resources through
1990;

2. Outline strategies to provide a maximum amount of fishing
opportunity of types desired by l|daho's anglers; and

3. Display goals and programs and provide opportunity for I[nput
to resource users (fishermen), other resource agencles, and

I nterested publ ics.

B. STATEWIDE FISHERIES MANAGEMENT GOALS

1. Increase sport fishing opportunity In idaho.

2. Fully utilize fish habitat capabllities by Increasing populations
of sultable fish species to carrying capaclty of the habitat.

3., Maintain catch rates (fish/hour) at or above the present level.

4, Maintain or restore wlild native populations of salmonid game flish
In sultable waters.

The k to__maintaining contin su les of fish and flishin
oppor tupl Is ma Ining an ing the i Ish habltat in
ldaho. Water Is becoming a preclous commodity. Other uses of water,
such as agrlcul’fural, Industrial, municipali, and hydroelectric
generation, are often detrimental to fishery resources. Qual ity of
water depends on the qual ity of the watershed. Any activity which
affects the quality or quantity of water avaliable to fish affects the
fish population. While the Department Is charged with the management
of fish, fish hablitat Is managed by other state agencies, federal
agencies, and private Individuals who often have goals other than
maintalining production of fish. Fishery management then becomes a
difficult matter of establiishing or malntaining a flshery In altered

habitat.

Department personnel have a professionali, as well as statutory,
responsibil ity to be the chief advocates for wildlife In l|daho. Others
may choose to sacrifice major wildl ife values to achleve other goals,
but the Department cannot support such declisions and must advise those
who do of the trade-offs they are making and the violations of public
trust.

The guidelines for this plan are establ Ished In "A FLAN FOR THE FUTURE
MANAGEMENT OF |DAHO'S FISH AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES, Volume 1, Goals,
Objectives, and Pol icies, 1975-1990," publ Ished by the Department In
1978 and referred to as the "policy plan.™ The policy plan establishes
species and program priorities and goals. The policy plan Is organized

-2 -
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by species, Thls flshery management plan Is organized by dralnages
because there are many different species In each dralnage of the state,
and each species affects the other specles In the shared habltat,
Management direction In favor of one specles may restrict or exclude

other specles.

This document Is divided Intoc two parts:

The first section deals with fisherles on a statewlide basis,
out! Ines general management dlrection, statewide problems and
programs, and major management programs.

The second section proposes specific management direction for
each dralnage. For each drainage, an overview Is provided
which describes the habitat and, most Important flisherlies.
Problems and programs speclflc to the dralnage are |lsted.
Management goals are presented In tabuiar form for Important

waters In each dralnage.
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PART 1
IDAHO FISHERY MANAGEMENT FLAN - STATENIDE
1. BACKGROUND

Sport fishing Is a major recreational activity in ldaho. Approximately
500,000 flshermen expend 5,900,000 man days flshing I|daho waters
annually (1985). Surveys Indicate that 85 percent of Idaho's
househol ds have at least one member who flishes., Sport flishermen expend
In excess of $218,000,000 annually pursulng fishing activities In
1daho.

There are approximately 586,000 surface acres of water In ldaho,
including 22,000 miles (122,000 acres) of fishable rivers and streams,
225,000 acres of lakes, and 239,000 acres of reservolrs. The great
topographical variation In ldaho contributes to a wide range of fishery
habltats fram large rlvers and reservoirs at 700' msl elevation to
alpine lakes and streams over 10,000' msli. Within the varlety of
habi tat, there Is similarly a wide variety of flsh,

Historical ly, the native resident (nonanadramous) sport fish occupylng
most l|daho waters were cutthroat and ralnbow trout, bull trout (Dolly
Varden), and whliteflsh, Three distinct runs of anadramous chlnook
saimon (spring, summer, and fall), sockeye salmon, and steel head trout
occupled waters with access to and from the ocean. White sturgeon were
present In the Snake River, |ower reaches of major +tributaries
downstream from Shoshone Falls, and in the Kootenal River. Burbot
(11ng) occurred in the Kootenal River. Kokanee were present In the
Payette and Staniey Basin lakes. In addition to the 14 specles of
native game fish, there are 26 species of nongame fish native to ldaho
waters, including ten speclies of minnows; six specles of suckers; and
eight species of sculpin, trout-perch, and |amprey.

Since the arrival of white man, 23 specles of game fish and 11 speclies
of nongame flish have been Introduced 1Into |Idaho waters
(Appendix 1, specles I[lIst). A total of 76 specles of fish are
confirmed in Idaho waters, six Identifled In the last flve years.

The native game specles require cool water, high levels of dissolved
oxygen, and flowing streams with clean gravel bottoms to reproduce. In
pristine times, most I|daho waters were well suited for salmonid
fishes. The undisturbed streams and |akes provided excellent habltat
and teemed wlth trout.

Early explorers and settliers found an abundance of +trout In Idaho
waters. Flsh were an important food supply for miners and settlers In
the 1800s. Even Iinto the 1900s, there was an ample supply of trout.
The natlve specles, however, are susceptible to overharvest and are
sensitive to hablitat alteration, and many native flshes suffered
serious depletion as early as the 1930s and 1940s.
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idaho waters were harnessed to provide power for minling and diverted or
impounded for Irrigation. Streams were disturbed by mining activities;
altered by road and rallroad construction; silted by runoff from solls
disturbed by minlng, logging and agriculture; and polluted by growing
communities and Industry. Habltat qual ity decl Ined rapldiy whlle the
human population and fishing pressure Increased. Trout populations,
under these pressures, decl ined drastically.

Early fish management efforts consisted of regulatory protection for
taking game flIsh and hatchery programs to Introduce new species and
supplement natural reproduction. As human populations Increased, road
access facl| Itated over-expioltation, habitat quailty continued +o
decline, and the amount and quallty of fishing avallable In Idaho
deteriorated through the 1960s even though seasons and |Imits became
more restrictive and hatchery programs became more effective. New
reservoir flisherles became establ Ished and, to some extent, replaced
lost or degraded stream fisherles. Warmwater fisheries became a factor
in the total avallable flishing opportunity.

The decade of the 1970s marked substantial changes In l|daho flshery
management ., New environmental Iaws on state and federal levels
Improved the Depariment's ablllty to protect fishery habltat. The
National Environmental Pol lcy Act, the l|daho Stream Channe! Protection
Act, the Idaho Forest Practices Act, state and federal water quallty
|aws, and other legislation allowed the Department to have more Impact
on decislons affecting fishery hablitat, forced land management agencies
Into giving fish and wildlife hablitat consideration In resource
development, and made funding avallable to clean up water pollution,
mitigate fish and wiidi ife |osses, and protect the env!lronment,

Recognition of the value of warnwater game fish led to an expanded
program of annual stocking and range extension. Many of the expanded
warmwater speclies were supplied to the Department wlthout charge by the
USFWS. Presently, these free programs do not exist, with transplant
and purchase belng used to obtaln warmwater species.

Since 1970, changed management phiiosophles have led to restoration of
wild, native trout popuiations In a number of high quality waters
through special regul ations. Habltat protection and pollution control
have been emphasized, and the rate of loss of flsh habitat has been
s| owed. New specles have been Introduced into habitat that is
unsultable for native specles. Hatchery programs have been expanded to
suppl ement depl eted popul ations and establ ish fisherlies In reservoirs.

Al though the amount and quality of stream mlles which support game fiIsh
are presently reduced from pristine conditlions, the construction of
dams and reservolrs has doubled the surface acreage of standing water
In |daho (Tabie 1.1), Introduction of new specles and extensive
hatchery programs have developed sport fisheries In the new reservoir
habitats and In streams made unsultable for native specles. idaho
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waters now provide a larger total harvest of flsh than ever before.
Few reservolr fisherles for salmonid specles are sustalned by natural
reproduction; the majorlity require extensive stocking of
hatchery-reared flsh.

A survey of Idaho angler preference and participation publ ished In 1980
indicated definite preferences for certaln fisheries. In spite of the
relatively greater surface acreage of standing water over running water
In Idaho, stream fishing Is preferred by 58 percent of anglers and
47 percent of flshing pressure 1Is directed at streams
(Figure 1.1). Most anglers (79 percent) |isted trout fishing as their
first cholce (Figure 1.2), and 68 percent of fishing effort was
expended seeking trout (Figure 1.3). Nearly twice as many anglers
| Isted streem fishing for tfrout as thelr first preferences as | Isted
lake and reservolr flshing for trout,

Other coldwater fisheries, Including steelhead, salmon, kokanee, and
whitefish, were |1sted by 14 percent of the respondents as thelr flrst
preference. These flsheries supported 16 percent of the fishing effort
during the survey perlod. Salmon and steelhead flisheries, however,
were In a depressed status at the time of the survey, and steel head
have Increased dramatically.

Warmwater game flish and sturgeon were |isted as the first preference by
6.7 percent of the survey respondents and supported 18 percent of the
fishing pressure during the survey period.

Because the vast majority (93 percent) of Idaho anglers prefer
col dwater flsheries and these fisheries supply 82 percent of the
fisherman days expended In Idaho, [t appears reasonable that emphasis
In flshery management be dlirected toward coldwater, salmonid
fisherles. Al though streams total only about 20 percent of the water
surface In Idaho, they are preferred over |akes and reservolrs by a
majJority of anglers and support nearly half of the statewide fishing
pressure. There eservation + _an
Ish I lorlity.

The number of fishing llcenses sold In I|daho has steadlly Increased
over the years (Figure 1.4). Increasing population has contributed to
increased fishing pressure. Meeting the demands for fishing
opportunity of an Increased number of fishermen with an Increased
amount of lelsure time within the present stable or deteriorating fish
habltat base will continue as the major challenge facing fIishery
managers In this planning period.

2. POLICIES
A. The policy plan establishes that warmwater game fish wilil not be

stocked In waters where they will adversely affect goals and
objJectives set far salmonid game flsh,
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B.

F.

G.

H.

The pollcy plan establ Ishes that waters wlll be designated as
"hatchery" or "wild"™ and managed accordingly. No hatchery-reared
fish will be Introduced Into waters classifled as ™wlild." Hatchery
fish will be stocked only In waters where they will contribute to

fishing by the general public.

Wild, native runs of anadromous flsh receive priority consideration
Iin all fishery management decisions where runs are established.
Preservation of anadromous flsh hablitat In a free-flowing condition
s a high priority. Hatchery programs wlii be used to rebulld runs
of salmon and steelhead In some drainages, while other areas will
be reserved for wlld runs. Major staff efforts will be Invested In
solving problems caused by downriver dams and In securing an
equitable share of anadromous fish harvest for |daho anglers.

Non-native salimonids and warmwater game fish will not be Introduced
Into waters where they adversely affect goals and obJectives set
for native, coldwater, or anadromous programs. However, sultable
exotlc specles will be utillzed to establlish sport flsheries In
habltat unsuited for native specles, or where the Introduced
specles can provide Increased fishing opportunity without undue
damage to existing flisherles.

"™ative wild stocks of resident +trout will receive priority
consideration In all management decisions Involving resident flsh"
Is our basic guldeline. Wild trout populations can be maintalned
at or above present levels through habitat protection, Judiclous
use of artiflcial propagation using wild or feral stocks and, where
necessary, restrictive fishing regulations.

We will continue to provide varlety In fishing opportunity by using
different speclies and different management schemes on different
waters. Species and regulations selected will be matched to the
capabliity of the habltat and preferences of anglers In order to
provide a maximum amount of fishing opportunity for the |argest
number of anglers.

Habitat protection and restoration will receive major emphasis In
fishery management actlvities. Public awareness and Involvement In
habitat protection is essentlal for success of this program. Staff
Involvement will be employed at all levels In habitat pianning by
other agencies and private entities to ensure flsheries are
considered.

Discourage flish contests and derbies. No Department support will
be provided to any pramoters of fish derbies. No manpower support,
hatchery fish for release, or marked fish to represent target
prizes wlll be provided.
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3. RESIDENT SALMONID PROGRAM
Resident trout programs Include all nonanadromous saimonids In |daho
waters. This major program Is dlvided Into three subprograms:
A. rivers and streams; B. lakes and reservoirs; and C. alpine lakes.

A. Rivers and Streams

Al though rivers and streams comprise only one-flfth of the surface
acreage of water In Idaho, they support nearly one~half the fishing
pressure and are preferred by aimost 60 percent of anglers.
Flowing waters have been severely Impacted by human activities.
Stream mileage cannot be Increased, so Increasing the amount of
stream flishing opportunity depends upon: (1) protecting or
Improving stream habltat, (2) Improving management of the existing
stream flsheries, and (3) Innovative cul ture techniques.

(1) Wiid

Maintalning wild trout fisheries In ldaho streams Is a major
concern of the Depariment and ldaho flshermen. Respondents to
a 1977 questionnalre ranked preservation of wild +trout
populations as one of the most important flshery management
programs In Idaho. Seventy percent of respondents felt the
program deserved more emphasis In the future.

Blologically, wlid trout are essential because they are the
best suited fish for many Idaho waters. Sociologically, wild
and native species are Important because of anglers'
perception of the hligher quality of wild fish over
hatchery-reared flish or exotic specles. Fishing as a sport
has many traditions and the tradition of fishing for wild,
native trout Is very important to many ldaho anglers.

Wild trout are sensitive to habltat conditions and fishing
pressure. The Deparitment has emphasized wild trout management
In the past decade with speclal fishing regulations on same
wild trout populations and Increased emphasis on habltat
protection In areas which support wild trout. This emphasis
will be continued through this planning per!od.

There are approximately 1,010 mlies of trout streams with
special regulations for protection and enhancement of wild
trout populations In [daho (Table 1.2). These areas Include
many of the highest qual Ity (In terms of habltat condition and
fish population) streams in ldaho. Additional waters sultable
for this type of management are |imited. No major expansion
of speclal regulations Is proposed In this planning perlod;
however, wild trout management will be extended to other
waters as public acceptance and demand for this program
Increases.

B9AD385BR




In additlion to the streams wlth special management for wild
+rout, there are hundreds of miles of streams In wllderness or
unroaded areas, or |Ightly used areas with |Imited access
which support wlld trout fishing, and wild trout are an
important component of the fishery in many streams which are
suppl emental ly stocked with hatchery trout.

(2) Hatchery

Rivers and streams which are easily accessible receive heavy
fishing pressure and harvest, Many miles of rivers and
streams In Idaho have been degraded and have lost habitat
capable of supporting wild +trout populations. wild trout
popul ations In |daho streams generally cannot withstand heavy
fishing harvest. To support flshing pressure and supply
satisfactory fishing opportunity, hatchery trout are stocked
In many streams to supplement wild populations or to offset
degraded habitat-induced |osses.

Domesticated rainbow trout stocks, used In this program, do
not experience good |ong-term survival and contribute |lttle
to wild populations. Fingerling trout strains presentiy
avallable do not generally do well In streams, and only a
small percentage survive to catchable size. Therefore, most
trout stocked in streems are ralnbows reared to catchable size
(6" to 10"). Because It Is expensive to ralse and transport
catchabl e~size fish, they are stocked at times and places
where they are avallable to anglers and a high percentage will
be caught. No Increase In numbers of catchable-slze trout Is
proposed In this planning period. Fishing opportunity will be
Increased and Improved by Increasing efficlency of catchable
trout programs through: (1) concentrating releases of
catchables [n easily-accessible, heav!ly-fished waters;
(2) tIiming releases to coincide with peaks In flshing
pressure; and (3) +testing strains of ralnbow trout which
Improve returns to creels.

Fry and flngerlling trout wllil be stocked In streams +to
establIsh new populations of new specles, to re~establish
popul ations after <chemical eradication projects or
pollution-caused flsh kills, or to supplement depleted
popul ations of wlld trout,

B. Lakes and Reservolrs

Lakes and reservolrs comprise 80 percent of the surface acreage In
Idaho, but presently support only 50 percent of the fishing
pressure. Reservoir construction has more than doubled the acreage
of standing water for fish habltat In the state and will continue
to Increase the amount of water avallable for flshing. There are
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substantial opportunities to Increase the amount and quallty of
lake and reservolr salmonid flshing In ldaho.

(1) wWiid

As noted above, wild resident salmonid populations often
require supplemental stocking to support harvest; however,
there are a number of |akes and reservoirs where wild fish are
an Important component of the flshery. Nearly 40,000 acres of
]akes and reservolrs are covered by special regulations for
wild or trophy trout fisheries (Table 1.2). important wild
trout populations In |akes and reservolirs wlll be protected
and enhanced by: (1) closing tributaries to fishing entirely,
or during spawning perlods; (2) providing flsh passage
facilIties at dams and culverts; (3) screening diversions to
prevent loss of Juvenile flsh; and (4) where necessary,
restricting the harvest of fish until they reach maturlty.

(2) Hatchery

Underseeding of sultable salmonid habltat occurs In many Idaho
waters. Most reservolrs and lakes do not have sufficlent
natural reproduction to fully seed the habltat and support
fishing harvest. Hatchery programs are necessary to take
advantage of avallable habltat and produce enough flish to
supply a sustained harvest. Many reservoirs have
underuti! ized warmwater flsheries habitat. Idaho has no
warmwater fish hatchery facliitles. Rellance on other states,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, and private sector hatcherles
have not met the demand for establishing warnwater species.

Many lakes and reservoirs have excellent habitat and food
supplles for salmonlids but lack sufficlent recrultment of
young flish to utilize the avallable habitat., In these waters,
fry and fingerling releases of sultable trout and salmon
stocks can produce harvestable flIsh.

Increasing demand for hatchery-supported salmonid fisheries
will be met by Increasing hatchery production of fry
(1"-3") and flnger!ing (3"-6") salmonids whlch provide the
best return to the creel, most fishing opportunity, and
maximum cost:benefit ratio. Hatchery programs for native flsh
specles will be expanded where necessary and feaslble. New
hatchery facillties are needed to meet management needs for
fry and flinger! ing trout.

C. Alpine Lakes

There are approximately 1,700 alplne lakes In Idaho. Nearly all
alpine lakes which are suitable for game flsh have been stocked at
some time In the past 60 years. Same of these introductlions have
resulted In naturally reproducing populations of +rout. Other
i akes require perlodic restocking to malntaln a fishery.
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The alpine management program consists of stocking |akes which do
not have sufficient natural reproduction. Specles stocked, In
order of Importance, are cutthroat, ralnbow, cutthrout-ralnbow
hybrids, golden trout, and grayllng. Brook trout are no longer
stocked In alpine |akes because of thelr tendency to become
overpopul ated and stunted.

Most stocking Is done by means of flixed-wing alrcraft or
hel Icopter, but a few |akes are stocked by backpack or horse,

During this planning perliod, the Department will stock
approximately 300 alpine lakes per year on a three-year rotation,
malntalnlng flish populations [n approximately 900 lakes. Not all
lakes within a dralnage or group wlll be stocked the same year, or
with the same specles, In order to maintain a varliety of sizes of
flsh. Golden trout and grayling are stocked to provide additional
specles varlety as they are avallable. Some lakes wlill remain
barren and unstocked for sclentific reasons and In keeping with the
w il derness management phllosophy of unal tered ecosystems.

Alpine lakes statewide are generally underutilized, and fishing
pressure [s unevenly distributed, with remote |akes being almost
unused and accesslble lakes heavily used. The Department could
expand alpine lake fishing opportunity by stocking more |akes more
often, evaluating different specles and stocking rates and by
tafloring species and stocking rates to +the productivity of
Individual |akes. The costs, primarlly manpower for Ilake
Inventories, would be excessive to manage alpine |akes Intensely.
No major change In |ake management Is contempiated in thils planning
perfod. Efforts wlll! be made to update |ake Inventories, and some
Increase In number of lakes stocked annually may be made.
Commercial outfitting and guiding may be discouraged In |akes which
presently receive adequate fishing pressure to malintaln desired
catch rates, slze, and qual ity of fishing experlence expected at
al plne lakes.

4, RESIDENT SALMONID HATCHERY PROGRAM

A major goal of the Fisheries Management Plan s to evaluate the
production capablil Ity of our existing resident hatcheries and compare
this with management requests for resident saimonids (trout and saimon)
through 1985.

in 1985 there are 12 hatcheries entirely Invoived In producing resident
salmonlds. McCall Hatchery raises some fry for alpine lakes and
distributes catchable trout ralsed elsewhere In addition to a primary
anadromous flish function.

Rearing trout to catchable size ls an expensive program which Is not
cost-effective In many waters. Within this planning perliod, the
production of catchable-size ralnbow trout will not be Increased from
the present level of 1,000,000 pounds (3,000,000 fish) per year, and
further evaluation of the benefits of Individual plantings will be made
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to reduce demands on the catchable program. Production will be shifted
to fry and fingerling salmonids In the remalinlng space.

Management requests have been tempered by known |imlts on the existing
hatchery system. Upper |Imits of 30,000,000-40,000,000 fry and
fingerl Ing are real Istic goals based on 100 fish/acre stockling rates
and 300,000 to 400,000 acres of water with stocking requirements.

The production capabllities of the existing resident hatcheries have
been compared wlth management requests for resident salmonids (trout
and salmon). (There are still areas In estimated carrylng capacilty
that must be fine tuned.) Overall, the managers' requests should be
able to be met by the existing 12 hatcherles over the next flive years,
but shifts fram catchable rainbow to fingerling production wlll be
needed and existing faclil ities updated.

McCall Hatchery continues to ralse same fingeriings for alpine lakes.
They also distribute catchable trout ralsed elsewhere in addition to
thelr primary function of anadramous fish production,

The hatchery system has reached many of I[ts goals, primarily because of
the additlion of Nampa Hatchery and the partlial renovation of the
Mmerican Falls and Mackay hatcheries.

The addition of the new Cabinet Gorge Hatchery which will raise
20,000,000 kokanee fingeriings will alleviate a shortage of kokanee
fingerliings which has existed for stocking areas In the northern
portion of ldaho.

Production at the Mullan and Clark Fork hatcheries wlll need to be
reprogrammed after the Cablinet Gorge Hatchery Is In full production.
1985 requests from management total 25,865,000 fry and finger! Ings.
Those numbers should be met except for speclial ized strains of ralnbow
trout fingerllIngs, golden trout, and graylings which were unavallable
because of no egg sources.

Management requests for up to 40,000,000 fry and finger!ing should be
met with +the addition of +the Cabinet Gorge Hatchery and further
construction of additional raceway facilities at the Mackay Hatchery.

LimltIng factors In production Include lack of fry-rearing space at
both the American Falls and Nampa hatcheries, shortage of permanent
manpower at a number of the productlion hatcherles, and continued fish
heal th problems at the largest production unit - the Hagerman Hatchery.

More hatching and starting capacity continues to be a | imIting factor
at a number of hatcherles. Further Increases In requests for
fingerlings wlll create additlional shortages of hatching and starting
capacity.

The catchable rearling programs at Ashton, Clark Fork, Eagle, Grace, and
Mackay have been terminated or greatly reduced. Estimates of fry and
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fingerlIings which can be reared In space formerly allocated +to
catchables must be conflrmed by trial rearing.

5. ANADROMOUS FISH PROGRAMS

The camplexlity of anadromous fish management Is such that 1t has
required a separate, detaliled plan to treat I[tems such as stock
selection, harvest management, and production goals, Within +his
document, only general programs will be outlined, primarily wlth
reference to the Impacts of anadromous management on reslident species.
"The |daho Anadromous Flshery Management Plan, 1985-1990," has been

publ I shed and distributed separately.

The range and abundance of anadromous salmon and steelhead In !daho Is
reduced fram historic conditions. Dams have cut off large amounts of
habitat (Figure 1.2), Other habitat has been altered and degraded.
Migration routes are Impeded by dams and Intense flisheries.

The long-range goals of the Department are to restore wild and
naturally reproducing populations of anadramous flsh to approximately
1960 levels In remaining hablitat, achieve mitigation for l|osses of
anadramous flsh caused by development of the hydroeiectric dam system
on the Snake and Columbla rivers, and allow consumptive harvest by
sport and treaty fisheries when possible.

A Hild

Emphasis will be placed on malntaining remaining pure runs of wlid,
natlve stocks of steelhead In ' the Selway River dralnage and the
South Fork Salmon River dralnage and of salmon and steel head in the
Middle Fork Saimon River drainage within the period through 1990,
Malintaining genetic Integrity of the native stocks Is essential to
continved production of quallty anadromous fish, as well as being
the only practical means of utlllzing the production capabl{ ity of
natural habltats.

Wild runs and natural reproduction of anadramous flish wlll be
enhanced by setting flishing regulations to concentrate angier
harvest on hatchery-supported runs, contlinuling efforts to preserve
spawning and rearing habtitat, and Improving survival of downstream
migrants. In areas where pure wild runs cannot be malntalned,
natural reproduction will be supplemented with carefully selected
strains of hatchery-produced flIsh of similar characteristics.

B. Hatchery

Major expansions of hatchery production of anadromous fish wil|
take place by 1990 as mitigation for losses to |daho runs
atiributed to Ilower Snake Rlver hydroelectric dams. Hatchery
facliities to produce a total of 21.2 mililon salmon and steel head
smol ts are scheduled to be In operation by 1990 (Table 1.5), Adult
returns resulting fram these smolt releases will provide for
Increasing harvests of steel head and are expected to provide salmon
harvest within this planning perlod. As hatchery returns Increase
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beyond the number of returning adults necessary to sustaln the
hatchery production, resul ting excess production will be carefully
distributed to natural spawning areas to Increase natural
production and to provide fish for sport harvest,

Programs, such as trapping migrating smolts for transport around
dams, screening turbine Intakes, controllling splliiway and
downstream flushing flows, and modification of dam operations, are
being used to Improve the survival of both wild and hatchery
smol ts.

Efforts wlll be continued to ensure a falr allocation of the
avallable harvest of anadromous fish among the varlious user
groups. Through negotiation or legal means, the Department will
seek to ensure sufficlent returns of anadromous fish to [daho
waters to perpetuate both wiid and hatchery runs and to allow
angler harvest.

6. WARMVATER GAME FISH PROGRAMS

Approximately one~-third of the surface acreage of water In the state Is
sultable habltat for one or more specles of warmwater flsh or for mixed
fisheries with salmonids (Figure 1.6). Warmwater habitat Is generally
located at elevations below 3,000' msi except for lakes In southern and

eastern |daho (Figure 1.6).

Al though warmwater game fish are preferred by a relatively small
proportion (6.7 percent) of I|daho anglers, these specles support
approximately 20 percent of the fishing pressure expended In ldaho each
year. The Importance of warmwater flsheries Is Increasing In l|daho at

a rapid rate. In the past ten vyears, many Idaho anglers have
discovered the excellent sporting and eating qualities of warmwater
specl es. Devel opment of warmwater flisherles close to population

centers has created added Interest. Addl tional pressure directed
toward warmwater flsheries has Increased Interest and harvest of bass
In lIdaho. Recent research has shown Idaho's bass are siow growing and
easlly overharvested. Regulations to protect Juvenile bass to allow
them to mature and reach more desirable slzes, larger than 12", have
been Impl emented on several waters. Additional waters may need to be
added as demand for qual ity bass flshing Increases.

Because warmwater game flsh specles do not require flowing streams for
spawning and they are more flexible than saimonid specles In water
qual Ity requirements, sel f-sustaining populations can be establ ished In
waters which do not support saimonlids.

Same warmwater game flsh can sustain higher annual harvests than can
salmonids. Because they are prolific spawners, stocking Is unnecessary
In most cases once a population Is establ ished, so management of
warnwater game flsh In reservolrs may be less expensive than trout
management,

There Is a substantlial amount of habltat suitable for warmwater species
which 1s not supporting adequate popuiatlons. Within this planning
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period, efforts will be expanded to stock sultable habitat with
warmwater game flsh specles. Investigations to Identify additional
habitat and different species which can provide added flshing
opportunity will be conducted.

Stocking of warmwater species wlil be Intended to establish
sel f=sustalning populations within suitable habitat. Population
mal ntenance stocking will be used only In special situations, such as
channel catfish In small Ilakes and ponds, where a high yleid *to

fishermen Is expected and natural reproduction Is not adequate.

In many waters, warmwater and coldwater flish are campatible. For
example, ™wo-story" fisheries are establ ished In many large reservoirs
with warmnwater specles occupying shoreline and surface waters and
salmonids occupying offshore areas. Because the two types of flsh
occupy different habitats, a greater yleld of geame fish may be
avall able than If el ther were managed alone.

On the other hand, In some habitats, warmwater specles are detrimental
to trout flisherles. Some species of warmwater flish tend to become
overpopulated and stunted. Smal! perch, bullheads, or sunflish are not
acceptable to anglers. Because small, warmwater flsh may utilize the
same foods as trout, they retard trout growth and survival, Same
specles of warmwater game fish are effective predators on other fish.
The presence of elther large predators or overpopulated warmwater game
fish precludes stocking of fingerling salmonids as a management option.

There |Is probably more potentlal for expansion of warmwater flsheries
than any other segment of Idaho flsheries. Where Impoundment or
dlversion damages trout habltat, 1t may create warmwater habltat., It
Is virtually Impossible to construct a ftrout stream, but almost any
Impoundment or flooded gravel pit can become a warmwater flshery,

A majJor problem with warmwater fish management in Idaho Is lack of flsh
to stock, Existing populations have been established with fish
imported from the Midwest primarily from USFWS hatcherles and by
transplanting flsh from populations established within Idaho. Only a
few attempts have been made to produce warmwater game fish In Idaho
hatcheries and success has been |Imlted, The USFWS Is closing
warmwater hatcheries and phasing out assistance to states In management
of resldent fresh-water flsheries.

To expand warmwater game flsh In the exlsting sultable habltat or new
habltat as It becames avallable from purchase, easement, or Maccess by
permission,™ the Department will construct warmwater rearing
facllities, purchase flsh from commerclal sources, establish a more
intense program of salvage and transplanting fram existing popul ations,
or obtain warmwater game flsh from other states In exchange for surplus
salmonld eggs or fry.

A concerted program of: (1) transplanting sultable species Into
unstocked habitat from existing populations In ldaho; (2) constructlion
of rearing ponds at exlsting facllitles; and (3) |Imlted purchases of
flsh from commerclal sources to establ|sh populations could result In

-15-
BOAD385BR




having the sultable, warmwater game fish habitat In Idaho stocked
within approximately flive years of this planning period. The Eagle
Hatchery 1Is a good, possible site for construction of warmwater
fish-production facllities. Additlon of warmwater fish-production
facil ities would help to maintain and Increase exlsting warmwater fIish

populations.

Present funding (Federal Ald to Fish Restoration) could allow coverage
of all the above points. Addltional waters sultablie for stocking with
warmwater species have been Inventorled. Stocking of specles within
Idaho should be carried out as outiined In Appendix 4, Investigations
Into different species which may be sultable for habitat In Idaho wlill
be conducted.

Introductions of exotic specles have potential for Improving some
fisheries, but have certain hazards. Predatory fish or overpopulations
of sunfish can destroy existing flsherles. Often new species do not
perform as expected In new habitat or fall to live up to advance
publ iclty. Before any Introductions of new speclies are I[nitlated,
thorough evaluation of the potentials and the Impacts on existing
fisheries will be made.

7. STURGEON

White sturgeon Is the largest fresh-water fish In North America,
reaching sizes up to 18' In length and 1,835 pounds, and rumored to be
even larger. White sturgeon occur In the Snake River and |ower reaches
of major. tributaries downstream from Shoshone Falls and In the Kootenal
River, Much of the large, free-flowing river habitat required by
sturgeon has been lost to [Impoundments. Present populations of
sturgeon In the Snake River dralnage are restricted to short river
reaches and Isolated fram other populations by dams. Harvest of
sturgeon fran the Snake River dralnage has been prohibited since 1970.

Harvest of sturgeon was also prohibited In the Kootenal River in 1983
because this population was also decreasing.

Speclal protection of sturgeon populations, thelr habitat and the
possiblility of artificial propagation to malintain and enhance
popul ations will be pursued to maintain this unique fish in ldaho
waters. Addlitional |ife history studies are planned.

8. MWHITEFISH

There are five natlve and one introduced species of whitefish in |daho
waters. Whiteflish are Important components of fisheries as forage for
other game fish, or as game flish themselves. They are generally
Junderused as game fish even though very abundant and harvestable
surpluses exist, Regional cultural differences lead to differing
degrees of publ ic acceptance of whiteflsh as sport fish In I[daho, In
northern and soutlwestern l|daho they are highly sought for sport and
food, while In eastern Idaho thelr acceptance Is |Imited. Efforts to
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Increase utlllzatlon of whltefish as a harvestable resource will
contlnue.

9. NONGAME FISH

In many ‘|daho waters, the majority of the fish bliomass Is nongame flish,
such as suckers, chubs, squawfish, or carp. These specles reduce game
fish populations through campetition and predation and are a nulsance
to sport anglers. However, nongame flish have considerable commercial
values for animal feeds and human consumption In some areas, Efforts
to Increase commercial harvest of nongame flsh wlill continue.
Pol soning to reduce or el Iminate nongame fish populations is a caommon
fishery management technique. Costs of freatments, lack of l|ong-term
benefits, and concern for chemical polisons In the enviromment have
reduced the use of chemical control of rough fish populations.
Emphasis will be placed on predator management for rough fish control
In this planning period. Limited eradication will also take place In
selected smaller |akes and reservoirs with stocking to rehablil!tate.

Nongame fish are Important for their scientiflic and aesthetic values.
There are five unique specles of nongame fish In ldaho which occupy
very |Imited areas of the state. Shoshone sculpin occur only In the
large springs In the Thousand Springs area. Wood River sculpin are
found only In the Wood River system. Bear Lake sculpin occur only In
Bear Lake. Leatherside chubs are found In a few small streams In
Biaine, Gooding, and Elmore counties. Trout-perch occur 1In the
Clearwater River and small tributaries near Lewiston, These specles
are worthy of speclal attention to prevent thelr extinction In all or
portions of thelr |Imited range.

Some nongame flsh are Important as forage for certain game flish. In
the past, forage fish Introductions have not been utilized In Idaho
because of the danger that exotic specles may damage existing
fisherles. The practicallity of forage fish Introductions wliii continue
to be re-examined In this planning perlod.

10, AMPH IBI ANS

All wlildlife are considered to be property of +the State and are
protected and managed by the Department. One amphiblian, the bullfrog
(Rana catesbeiana), Is legally classified as a game fish and is subject
to sport harvest. Management of bullfrogs consists of restricting
harvest to the same season as other game flsh In the waters where they
occur and enforcing a bag and possession |Imit, No program for
specific management of bullfrogs Is proposed other than malntalining
present harvest regulations. Transplanting of bullfrogs Into suitable
unstocked habitat may be undertaken.

Other amphiblans provide forage for game flish, are used by flshermen
for balt, or are of sclentific or aesthetic value. No management
programs are proposed. Present popul ations should be mal ntal ned.
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11. MOLLUSKS, CRUSTACEANS, AND AQUATIC INSECTS

Mol | usks, crustaceans, and aquatic Insects provide very Important food
suppl les for game fish and other wlildi Ife. Fresh-water mussels and
crayfish are occaslonally harvested for human consumption. These
specles are also of scientlfic and educational value, Because some
specles of mol lusks, crustaceans, and aquatic Insects are sensltive to
environmental change and very restricted In habitat requirements, they
serve as excellent indlcators of envirommental degradation.

Sport harvest of fresh-water mussels and crayfish wlll continue as at
present, Commercial use of specles In thls group Is allowed and
uncontrol | ed. The effect of commerclial exploltation of crayfish on
avallabliity as a prey Item needs to be documented. if |imlting,
needed regul ations to control harvest of crayfish should be developed.
Because of their value for game fish food, there Is same potential to
Introduce Insects or crustaceans Into new waters as forage |tenms.
However, the only experiment of this type to date, Introduction of
Mysis shrimp, has resulted In wundesirablie Impacts to Important
flsheries. All proposals for Introductions will be fully reviewed.

12, SPECIES OF SPECIAL CONCERN

A number of races and specles of flsh are consldered *to
be threatened, endangered, or of speclal concern In | daho
(Appendix 3, Page 267). The listed species, with one exception, are
native specles which have restricted ranges within ldaho or which have
been Impacted by habltat ailteration, Introductlon of exotlc specles, or
overharvest,

As mentioned under the nongame flsh program, Wood River and Bear Lake
sculpin, leatherside chubs, and trout-perch are Indlgenous specles wlith
limited ranges and are also of speclal concern.

Runs of willd anadromous fish Into Idaho are at a low level. There Is
concern that habltat modiflcation, dams and reservolrs on the lower
Snake and Columblia rlvers, and downriver and offshore fisheries could
eventual ly eliminate these species from Idaho. Of particular concern
are all wild runs of salmon and steelhead, fall chinook saimon In Hells
Canyon, sockeye salmon in the upper Salmon River, and summer chinook
salmon.

A. Shoshone Sculpin

Only one fish specles, the Shoshone scul pln, has been nominated for
federal protectlon as a rare and endangered specles In Idaho.
Ricent research Iindicates that Shoshone sculpln populations are
heal thy, but limited to a few remainling unaltered springs In the
Thousands Springs area and the Snake River adjacent to the
Springs. Shoshone sculpin have been withdrawn from the federal
threatened and endangered specles |Ist, but are still consldered
specles of speclial concern In [daho. Efforts wlil be made to
preserve remalning habitat for the specles.
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B.

C.

Redband Trout

The redband trout Is the native ralnbow-like trout of southwestern
Idaho desert drainages. The taxonomic status of this race of fish
Is presently undetermined. Some popul ations of redband trout have
unique management possibliities because of thelr tolerance of high
temperatures and alkal inity. Until the status of redband trout is
determined, 1t wili be consldered to be of speclial concern, and
popul atlons will be protected from habitat alteration and
overharvest as necessary. The genetic purity of this fish can be
endangered by Indlscriminate stocking of coastal ralnbow trout.

White Sturgeon

As previously noted, the white sturgeon In Idaho has been affected
by hablitat alteration and overfishing. Remaining habltat will be
protected and fishing carefully regulated to preserve the species
In |daho.

Cutthroat Trout

The native stocks of cutthroat trout (Westsiope, Yellowstone, Bear
Lake, Snake River fine-spotted, and Bonnevillie) In Idaho are
sensitive to habltat alteration, susceptible to overharvest, and
subJect to hybridization with other stocks of rainbow and
cutthroat, Because each of +the stocks Is best adapted for
particul ar water and each has unique management potential, they are
all regarded as species of speclal concern and efforts are made to
malntain genetlic Integrity of native stocks.

The fine-spotted cutthroat of the South Fork Snake Rliver, Pal isades
Reservolr, and ftributaries is a unique race of cutthroat with
l1imlited distribution. Snake Rlver fine-spotted and Yel!lowstone
cutthroat occur sympatricaliy in South Fork tributaries downstream
from Pal isades Dam. Few Yellowstone cutthroat are found upstresm
of Pallsades Dam. Hybridization wlth other races of cutthroat and
rainbow trout threatens the contlinued existence of fine-spotted
cutthroat. No other cutthroat or rainbow will be stocked within
the South Fork drainage, and efforts will be made to malntain
populations of the fish and Its habltat.

Recently, pure popul ations of Bonnevlile cutthroat trout have been
discovered 1In ftfributaries of +the Bear River In the
I daho/Wyoming/Utah border area. This subspecles of cutthroat |Is
the native !ndligenous trout of most of Utah, where populiations and
habltat are now much reduced. In cooperation with USFS, Bonnevilile
cutthroat will be protected by preserving habltat and not stocking
other races of trout into Its | Imlted habiltat.

The Bear Lake cutthroat has a |imlted natural distribution to only
Bear Lake. This race |Is presently supported by natural
reproduction In only one ftributary in |daho, St. Charles Creek.
The Mantua Hatchery In Utah has been successful at enhanclng
populations in Bear Lake. Some experimental evaluation has taken
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place In Blackfoot Reservoir and Ashton Reservoir. These

experimental programs wlll continue through this planning period.
E. Ling
The Kootenal River Is the only Idaho water presently supporting .

Iing populations. This restricted range makes |ing vul nerable to
el Imination from the state should adverse Impacts to [ts habltat
occur.

F. Whitefish

There are three endemic species of whiteflish in Bear Lake (Bear
Lake whitefish, Bonnevilile whitefish, and Bonneville cisco) which
occur In no other water. The |imited range of these three species
makes them vulnerable to extinction should their habitat be
al tered.

G. Bull Trout

The only native char In |daho Is the bull trout, Salvel inus
confluentus. Until 1980, this fish was considered to be the same
species as the coastal Dol ly Varden, Salvel [nus majma, and Is still
camonly called Dolly Varden In ldaho. This species has never been
reared Iin hatcheries and exists iIn Idaho only as wlild, native
populations. Because of [ts unique niche In I|daho fish
communities, Its capabillty to provide trophy-size fish, Its wild, .
native status, and the potential to become extinct In some major

dralnages, It Is Included on the Species of Speclal Concern | Ist.

H. Sunapee Trout

Recently, sunapee +trout (Salvellnus alpinus) populations were
discovered In alpine lakes In [daho, where they had been stocked

nearly 60 years ago by the USFS. The sunapee trout Is a unique
race of arctic char which Is endemic to a few Isolated lakes In
New England. This species Is extinct In most of Its native range
and, outside of Idaho, Is considered rare and endangered. The
hablitat of sunapee ftrout populations In Idaho 1s protected by
wilderness classification. The Department will protect this
specles by suppressing publicity, carefully monitoring the
populations to determine thelir status, and by not stocking specles
which would adversely affect sunapee trout In waters where they

occur., .
13. RESEARCH AND SUPPORT PROGRAM NEEDS
The foregoing sections have Identified many areas where knowledge of *
fisheries Is lacking or outdated. Section "™B" of the flsheries

management plan Identifles a number of specific probliems which require
Iintensive investigations to find solutions and provide Improved

management. o
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Appendix 2 lists the research needs Identified throughout this plan,

In order to meet the goals of fishery management in Idaho, In 1990, and
ensulng vyears, an ongolng program of research and Inventory Is

essential.
14, PROBLEMS AND PROGRAMS - STATEW IDE

A. PROBLEM - Stream fish habitat Is lost due to logging, road
buflding, grazing, agriculture, mining, and other |and-disturbing
activities which increase siitation of streams and habltat losses.

PROGRAMS - Work with the [and managing agencies (BLM, USFS,
SCS, IDL) and private landowners to protect streams and reduce
Impact of land-disturbing activities, Support IDHW in
malntalning water qual ity standards. Classify all streams In
idaho In relation to the flishery value based on habltat,
specles, angier use, and flsh abundance. This classification,
along with management goals, willl determine the amount and
type of activities which w!il be acceptable from a fishery
viewpoint., This classification will be reviewed by the public
and submitted to the Commission for approval and Inclusion in
the management plan (Appendix 5). This wil! revise the 1978
Stream Classiflication map.

B. PROBLEM - The economic values of fish and fishing are not widely
recognized and are underrated compared to other uses of tand and

water.

PROGRAM - Fund research to determine a true and credible value
for flsh and fishing opportunity, Publiclze the economic
contribution of fishing recreation,

C. PROBLEM - There are many different wuser groups which deslire
different types of fisheries. Confllicts develop between fishermen
over fish~for-fun versus fish-for-food, balt flshing versus fly
fishing, trophy fishing versus maximum-sustalned yleld, bass versus
trout, etc.

PROGRAM - Manage different waters and species to provide a mix
of fishery types. Maximize fishing opportunity and fishermen
satlisfaction with the different flsheriles.

0. PROBLEM - Angler utllization and thelr desires for fish and flshing
are not current on a statewlde basis. This makes I[nformed
management decisions difficult.

PROGRAM - Initiate an annual angler telephone survey to
determine effort, attitudes and preferences. This Information
will then be used to determine |f management plans are meeting
publ ic expectations. Publiclize thlis information and Its

economic Impl ication to ldaho.
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F.

G.

PROBLEM - One of the larger resident salmonid production hatcheries
at Hagerman continues to experience fish health problems which
makes It hard to plan the numbers of fingerlings and catchable fish
which willl come from that station.

PROGRAM - Attempt to control the serious [HN, [IPN and PKD
problems which exist at this large hatchery by complete
disinfection of thls hatchery. Riley Creek, which suppl les
part of the water to this unit, should be depopulated of
fish. Fish for Hagerman could be held at other disease-free
units until the disinfection of Hagerman Is complete. This
will not necessarily guarantee that the hatchery wlill be
dl sease free, but It should |lower the Incldence of disease to
a more acceptable level.

PROBLEM - Increasing demands for water for hydroelectric
generation, Irrigation, commercial flsh culture, damestic and
Industrial uses threatens the qual Ity and quantity of fish habltat,

PROGRAMS - Seek Instream flow water rights sufficlent +to
protect and maintaln aquatic ecosystems. Oppose water
developments which threaten flisheries. Seek appropriate
mitigation where fisheries are impacted by water devel opment.

PROBLEMS - Resource management agencies and leglsiative bodies need
publ Ic Invol vement and support In planning and pol icy devel opment
for appropriate and wise use of natural resources. Fi shery
resources often recelve l|less consideration and funding than are
commensurate with thelr values.

PROGRAM - The Department wlll use the ™ ildl ife Ambassadors"
program, free flishing day activities and | and E programs to
Increase publlc awareness and Involvement and support for
fisheries resources.

PROBLEM - Basic data on popuiation status, angler use and harvest,
habitat Inventory, productivity and angler preferences are outdated
or lacking for many Important flisheries.

PROGRAMS ~ (1) Continue development of the computerized data
storage and retrieval system and enter existing data;
(2) Increase updating and collection of basic fishery
management data; (3) establ ish statewide phone or mail survey
system for collection of angler use, harvest, and preference
data; and (4) update and ref Ine habltat Inventory data,

PROBLEM - Competition and predation between and among varlous
species and sizes of fish |Imits productivity of deslrable specles
and slzes of sport fish,

PROGRAMS - AdJust populations to reduce predation and

competition by: (1) chemically eradicating rough flish or
undesirable game flish where feasible; (2) |Imiting
Introductions of top level predatory fish which may reduce
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K.

ylelds of other game fish; and (3) setting regulations which
encourage harvest of surplus sizes or specles of flish,

PROBLEM - Fishermen are denied access to trout streams because they
are In private ownershlp or access Is across private |ands.

PROGRAM - Provide Increased publlic access to streams by
purchasing easements or access areas and negotiating
cooperative agreements, Including "access by permission,"

PROBLEM -~ There are hundreds of farm ponds and prlvate reservolrs
in ldaho which are not contributing to the total fishing
opportunity In the state,

PROGRAMS ~ Develop a farm pond program to enhance flishing and
encourage publlic access by: (1) providing technlcal
assistance for private pond management; (2) negotiating
MAccess by Permission™ agreements on private ponds In exchange
for stocklng and +technical assistance; and (3) stocking
private ponds only when publlc access allowed.

PROBLEM - Major portlions of the historic range of anadramous flish
have been cut off by dams,

PROGRAM - Work to preserve remalning anadromous streams In
free-fl owing condition.

PROBLEM - The return of hatchery trout to the creel and equltable
distribution of hatchery +trout among flshermen needs 1o be
{mproved.

PROGRAMS ~ (1) Test different strains of trout to determine
which provide the best return to the creel In fingeriing and
catchable stocking programs; (2) develop a frout stockling
manual to provide conslstent guldelines on stocking rates and
specles for different types of water; and (3) monitor stocking
rates and return to creel of different species In varlous
waters and direct hatchery program emphasis toward areas which
provide highest return In terms of cost:benefit ratio and
maximum ang! Tng opportunity.

PROBLEM - White sturgeon populations In Idaho are |Imited +to
free-flowing portions of the Snake River, Salmon River, and
Kootenal River. Populations are severely reduced due to habltat
loss, past overfishing, poaching, and lack of successful
reproduction,

PROGRAMS - (1) Maintaln remaining sturgeon habitat In
free-flowing conditlon; (2) continue catch-and-release
regul atlons In the Snake River dralnage and Kootenal River;
(3) malntalin enforcement and public education programs to

reduce poaching; and (4) Investigate potential for artificlal
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0.

P.

propagation or transpianting adult flish to restore populations
In sultable habitat.

PROBLEM - lllegal transportation and planting of undesirable flsh
specles by Individuals Is becaming an increasing threat,

PROGRAMS - Intense efforts through |aw enforcement and the CAP
program wll| be made to prevent Illegal transportation and
planting of exotlc or other fish species which could be
detrimental to existing desirable game fish populations.
Develop regulations to control Importation of aquaria flish
which can survive In Idaho waters and Iimpact native flshes.

PROBLEM - A need still exists for a sultable golden trout egg
source within the state.

PROGRAM - Locate and utliilze a sultable golden trout egg
source or develop a brood-stock |ake to use as an egg source.

PROBLEM - Fishery management and research staffs cannot meet the
Increased workload and need for Intensifled management,

PROGRAMS - Provide for additional fisheries staff to update
data collectlion, Intenslfy management activities, and Increase
effectiveness of flshery management programs. Utitize
sportsmen's clubs and other volunteer help to ald fisherles
management programs whenever feasible.

PROBLEM - The amount the fishery habltat and waters accessible to
anglers in |daho Is not adequate In or near urban areas.

PROGRAMS - Seek funding to construct or buy fishing lakes and
purchase access sltes near urban areas. Develop flsheries In
underutil Ized urban waters. Negotliate M™access by permission"
agreements on exlisting waters where possible,

PROBLEM - Fish disease outbreaks reduce fish hatchery production.

PROGRAMS - Modernize hatcheries to prevent conditions which
lead to dlsease problems. Conduct research to determlne
causes and effective controls for dlsease outbreaks.

PROBLEM ~ Hydroelectric projects on the main stem of the Columbia
and Snake rivers have severely reduced the survival of Idaho's
Juvenlile and adul + anadramous flish,

PROGRAMS - (1) Continue the construction of +the LSRCP
hatcheries and mitigate for the loss of anadromous smolts at
the four lower Snake River projects; (2) work through the
Pacific Nortlwest Power Planning Act to reduce dam-caused
mortal Itles by providing bypass facllities and adequate
passage flows; and (3) identify and seek mitigation for
remalning dam-caused mortal [t]es.
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U.

v.

w.

PROBLEM - Fish contests and derbles concentrate anglers, crowd
nonpar ticipants, over-utlil (ze resourcses, and encourage
unsportsmanl ke or lllegal activities by offering large prizes for
capturing fish.

PROGRAM - Seek legisliation giving the Commission authority to
regulate fishing contests. Adopt regulations |imiting prizes
and restricting time and location of contests to prevent
undesirabie conflicts with other fishermen or with resource
needs.

PROBLEM - Previous sources of warmwater specles, such as
smal Imouth bass and catfish, are not able to provide sufficlent
numbers of flish to meet management needs.

PROGRAMS -~ (1) ldentify bodles of water with surplus warmwater
fish that can be transpianted to other areas; (2) seek funding
to acquire sufficient quantities of warmwater speclies from
commerclal suppllers; (3) develop facllities to rear warmwater
fish; and (4) develop capabliity to collect and transplant
warmwater flish for stocking.

PROBLEM - Many bodies of water which may support abundant
popul atifons of warmwater speclies wlithout adversely affecting
present management programs have not been stocked.

PROGRAM - Introduce warmwater species In suitable waters to
establ [ sh sel f-sustalning populations. See Appendix 4.

PROBLEM - Bass In Idaho are slow growing with large fish easlly
exploited resul ting In unsatisfactory flsheries.

PROGRAMS ~ (1) Utilize length and bag restrictions to protect
fish to desirable sizes; and (2) determine the adequacy of the
new statewide 12" bass length restriction and five-fish bag as
belng suitable to produce desirable bass flsheries.

PROBLEM - Access for handicapped anglers is nearly nonexl stent.
PROGRAM - Develop adequate faclilitles for handicapped anglers

that wlil provide for wheelchairs, These areas should be
restricted in use to handicapped and juvenile anglers.
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Table 1.1. Acres of fishing water In [daho!.

Streams Lakes? “Reservolrs Total
Total 122,000 225,000 239,000 586,000 .
Per cent 21 38 41 100
1 Inventory data have not been updated or checked for accuracy since /

1966.
2 Includes natural |akes which have been enl arged by dams.
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. Table 1.2. Summary of speclal trout regulations, 1985.

CATCH-AND-RELEASE

Kelly Creek and tributaries
Lochsas and Crooked Fork
Seiway
Ml ddl e Fork Salmon

- Coeur d'Alene and tributaries

BAIT, SIZE AND/OR L IMIT RESTRICT IONS

North Fork Coeur d'Alene and tributaries
St. Joe Rlver

South Fork Bolse River

Sliver Creek and tributaries (fly only)
Li+tle Wood River (fly only)

Big Wood River

Blillingsley Creek (fly only)

Henrys Fork (3 miles, fly only)

South Fork Snake River

. REDUCED L IMITS (2-3 trout)

Steep Creek

Lake Creek

Washington Creek
North Fork Clearwater
Little Fork Clearwater

Breakfast Creek
Middl e Fork Ssimon River tributaries

Blackfoot River and tributarlies

Total stream mliles with speclfal trout regul atlons

LAKES - Trophy
Dantels Reservolr
Henrys Lake
Priest and Upper Priest |akes

Total lake acreage with speclal trout regul ations

B9AD385BR
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119
45
75
97

100
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Teble 1.3,

Comparieons of resident salmonid 1880 production, estimates of 1882 production, and 1885 capscity estimates and managsment requssts

(X 1 .000].
Subtotal
Number Aaf nbow "~ Cutthroat Brown Brook  Lsks  Kokanse Coho Chinook  Misc. fry and
Year of fish catcheble! fingerl, fry fingerl, fry fingsrl. fry fingsrl. fingerl. fry  fingerl. fingert. fingerl. fingerl,
1880 Plented 3,5% 1,367 2,40 808 @1 an 34 1,2 1,0 — 6889 - 8,605
1884 PtLented 3,252 3,807 788 280 6,516 488 222 101 72 7,828 256 439 65 18,963
1866 Estimated 2,83 3,808 250 1,301 3,112 6 &8 161 11 7.272 79 238 ags 18,889
capaci ty®/
1866 Management 2,838 5,588 6,804 1,163 2] 10,@5./ 1,108 286 163 27 , 408
rqunatua/
!/8izes: catchables 6"+ fingsrlings 3-8"; fry 0-3",

E’Estlntod capacity of existing hatcheries modified to increess
i’lhnlp-ent requests influsncad by knawn hatdhery capabilities.

1
’9‘3 1/0008 not include 20,000,000 fram Cabinet Gorgs.
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fry and fingsrling capabilitise
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Teble 1.4. Idsho resident salmonid hatchary static [one—time) capebilities besed on existing facilities and sstimates for 18685 with chenges in
catchable program snd addition of the Cabinet Gerge facility.

Year ‘ MAveraga Average Egg Hatching Starting Fingerling Cetchable Egg Hatching Starting Fingerling Oatchabl e
Built Hatchery Tomp. Flowx  Cepacity Capaci ty Capact ty Cepecity  Capaci ty Capacl ty Capect ty Capact ty
1848 Hegarman 589 110 cfs 1,000,000 €00 ,000 800,000 1,500,000 1,000,000 €00,000 800,000 1,500,000
17482 Nempe 582 345 ofs 1,600,000 1,500,000 1,400,000 750,000
1832 Merican Falle 55°© 20 cfs 1,000,000 800,000 500,000 400,000 1,000,000 €00 ,000 250 ,000 400,000
1807 Hay spur 500 16 cfs 1,000,000 1,800,000 1,200,000 300,000 1,000,000 1,600,000 1,200,000 300,000
1848 Grece 5ao 10 cfs 1,000,000 800,000 500,000 300,000 1 +000,000 800,000 4,000 00 60,000
Subtatal 4,000,000 4,100,000 3,010,000 2,500,000 5,500,000 §,600 +000 6,810,000 3,000 ,000
1834 Qark Fork an° 3 cfs 5,000,000 3,000,000 4,500,000 5,000,000 3,000,000 4,500,000
1838 Mul Lan 420 6 cfs 6,000,000 3,000,000 6,000,000 Redi stribution only.
‘1808 Sandpoint 420 1.6 cfs 4,000,000 3,500,000 3,500,000 Cl osad.
1865 Cabi net Gorge 30,000,000 25,000 +»000 20,000,000
Subtotal 16,000,000 8,500,000 14,000,000 35,000,000 28,000,000 24 +500 ,000
1820 Agh ton 52° 5.6 cfs 750 ,000 600,000 1,500,000 300,000 760,000 600,000 1,150,000
1837 Esgle 56¢ 3 cfs 1,000,000 800,000 2,000,000 100,000 1,000,000 800,000 2,500,000
1825 Mackay 520 18 cfs 1,000,000 650,000 5,000,000 aoo,000 1,000,000 80,000 7,000,000
1822 Henrys Leks 46° 1cfs 500,000 200,000 200,000 500,000 400,000 200,000
Bubtotal 3,250,000 2,450,000 8,700,000 700,000 3,250,000 2,660,000 41,450,000
TOTALS 22,250,000 16,050,000 25,710,000 3,200,000 43,750,000 386,250 {00 42,880,000 3,000,000
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Tabla 1.5. Simmary of existing and spproved ssimon end steslhead (snadromous) hetchery fecilities.
Seolt Relesss ‘
At Design Capecity Estimeted  Ysar of
Ftﬁ?d Rel ssse ~ Number » Adul t Ini tiolr
By  'Hetchery =~ Sits  [x 1,000,000) Pounds Return— Opsration
SPRING OfINOOK ,
IPC Repid River® Rapid niv-r‘a_y 2.0 130,000 17 ,000 1964
Snake River 1.0 65 ,000 8,000 1881
IPC Pshsimerof® Psheimerof River 1.0 685,000 8,000 1081
COE/ Oworshak Clesrwater Dreinage 1.0 66,700 8,000 1981
2 ] )
LSRCP Clesrwater Hatchery Upper Clearwater 1.4 86 ,000 12,000 -
LSRCP Samtooth® Uppar Selmon River 2_,@ 1_49 .000_ 179 .Oﬂq 1984
2 ] Kooski a M.F. Clesrwatar 0.4 26,000 3,500 1970
TOTAL 8.0 587,700 75,500
SUMMER OfINOOK
LSRCP McCell 8.F. Selmon River 1.0 61,400 8,000 1980
GIWER GTEELHEAD
COE/ Dworshek Clesrwater River 2.3 328,000 12,000 19689
2 1]
IPC Nisgars Springs® Pahgimeroi River 1.0 2,000,000 5,000 1964
Helles Canyon 1.0 200,000 5,000 1983
LSRCP Hagemen Upper Selmon Rivar 2.4 340,000 12,000 1983
LSRCP Magic Valley Uppsr Selmon River 2.9 2.900 10,000 1885
LSRCP Clesrwater Hatchery Upper Clearwatar 248 350,000 12,000 19685
AL 12 1,710,000 58,000
1/ Estimatad return to the Lower Snake River es par tha Lower Sneke River Compsnsation Plan

Document (1975).

Prior to 1981, sll 3,000,000 smol ts wers relesssd to Repid River.

LSRCP ~ Lower Sreks River Compensation Plen — mitigation for fish Losssa caused by mortality
st COE dams on the Smeke Rivsr.

IPC - Idaho Power Company —~ mitigtion for anadramous fish Losses at three Halls Canyon dams.
COE/AMS ~ Corpa of Enginesrs — mitigation for Dworshek Damj; operated by Fish and WildlLifa
Service, RIS - Congresssionel suthorization for gansrel mitigation,

*Operated by Fish end Geme personnsl.

IQIQ

-30-
B9A04028R




Flgure 1.1 Surface acres of water in ldaho

225,000

acres Reservoirs
239,000
acres

Streams make up only one-fifth of the surface acreage of water in Idaho
but they support nearly half the fishing pressure and are preferred by
nearly 60 percent of ldaho anglers.

Rivers and stream
preferred by 57.5
of anglers

Rivers and streams
47.2% of fishing

Lakes and Reservoirs
Preferred by 42.4% of anglers

Lakes and Reservoirs
52.8% of fishing

Fishing pressure First preference of Idaho anglers
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trout - rivers and streams

46.7%

trout - lakes and reservoirs

24.6%

Figure 1.,2. Fishery types | Isted as most preferred by ldaho anglers,
1977 (Mallet, 1980).
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trout - rivers and streams

35.2%

trout - lakes and reservoirs

30.6%

Figure 1.3, Fishing pressure by fishery types, Idaho, 1977.
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LICENSED ANGLERS
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YEAR

Figure 1.4. Total number of licensed anglers in Idaho, 1950-1985.
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Figure 1.5. Anadramous flIsh range.

15

Present range of anadramous
fish In Idaho.

Former range of anadromous
fish In ldaho.
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Figure 1.6. Comparison of warmwater habitat to angl er preference and
fishing pressure,

Thirty-five percent of the water (by surface acreage) in idaho
supports one or more species of warmwater game flsh,

warm water
fisheries

cold water fisheries

However, only 6.7 percent of anglers |Ist warmwater game fish as thelr
first preference and 17.5 percent of flishing pressure Is expended on
warmwater species.

82.5% of fishing occurs
92.3% prefer cold water on cold water fisheries
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Distribution of warmwater game
fish habitat in ldaho.

Figure 1.7 Distribution of warmwater game fish habitat in Idaho
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PART 11
FISHERY MANAGEMENT PLANS BY DRAINAGE

This portion of this document addresses speclflic management direction
for Individual waters. The waters of the state are broken down Into
35 separate management dralnages (Figures 1.8 and 1.9). Each dralnage
saction conslsts of three parts:

A. Overv lew

A narrative which describes the fisheries and management of
the drainage In general terms.

B. Probl ems_and Programs

This section |ists problems speciflc to the dralnage and
management programs necessary to meet the probl ems.

C. Mana nt Dlirecti{on

A table whlch |Ists specles and management plans for
Indlvidual waters.

The Management Direction Table "C" |lIsts the water or group of waters,
the miles and/or acres of flshery habltat, the type and classiflication
of fishery, the primary specles belng managed, whether the flishery Is
managed for hatchery or wild fish, the seasons and regulations, and the
management dlrectlon for that particul ar water.

DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED ON DRAINAGE ALANS
MANAGEMENT DIRECT ION TABLES (TABLE "C")

(1) Elshery Types

a. Coldwater - fisheries supported by resident populations of
salmonid game fish Including trout, char, nonanadromous saimon
(kokanee, coho, chlinook), and whitef Ish.

b. Warmwvater - fisherles supported by warmwater game flsh
Including bass, crappie, sunflsh, catflish, northern plke,
wal leye, and vyellow perch (famllies Centrarchlidae,
lctaluridae, Percidae, and Esogidae).

C¢. Anadramous - fisherles supported by anadramous salmonids
(steel head trout, chinook salmon, and sockeye saimon).

(2) Fishery Classification

a. Preservation - fisheries managed to preserve a population of
flsh by restricted flshing regulations or habitat
preservation,
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b. Quality - a flshery In designated wild fish waters which
ylelds wlld fish, elther consumptively or nonconsumptively and
In which angler densitles are controlled elther directly or
Indlrectly by regulation, access, or other factors. (Quallty
flisheries are usually characterized by tackie and/or I!imlt
regulations, above~average catch rates, and exceptional
aesthetlc condltlons.)

c. Observation/educational - an area managed to provlide
opportunity for the public to view fish In thelr natural
environments and learn the |ife history and habltat needs of
Idaho's fishes. May be closed to fishing activity.

d. Trophy - a fishery which ylelds flsh predominantly larger than
the norm for the general area In which the flishery occurs.
(Trophy flsheries may be supported by elther wild or hatchery
fish and are generally characterized by IImlIt and/or tackle
regul atlons Intended to aliow fish to achieve large average
size before harvest, Catch rates may be below average In
trophy waters.)

e. Yleld - fisheries managed to provide maximum harvest of game
fish within the capacity of the habltat.

(3) Hatche oqr am

a. Put-and-tske flshery - essentially 100 percent dependent on
hatchery-reared fish, primarily catchabie, but possibly In
conjunction with fingerlings which are expected to be
harvested as soon as they reach catchable slize, No
expectations of long-term survival due to heavy harvest or |ow
winter carryover.

b. Put-and-grow flshery - stocked fish are expected to survive
and grow and perhaps contribute to the fishery over a long
time span., Mostly (80 percent plus) dependent on annual
stocking of elther catchables or fingerlings, possibly
Including resident salmon (kokanee, coho, and chlinook).

c. Supplemental put-and-take - waters which support wild trout
popul ations which are not sufficlently productive to support

heavy fishing pressure; stocking will be primarily catchables
with low expectations of Ilong-term survival, growth, and
carryover,

d. Population malntenance stocking - waters due to habitat damage
which lack adequate natural production to support a fishery or
maintaln a population which are regularly (annually) stocked
with fry or fingerlings to maintaln a specific population.

(4) Wil d/Hatchery Designation

It Is Department policy to designate waters as elther "™wlld" or
"hatchery.™ Hatchery fish will not be stocked In waters deslgnated

-39~
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as wild. Many waters contaln wild game flsh popul ations which are .
routinely supplemented with hatchery fish, In this flishery

management plan, we have designated waters with both wiid and
hatchery~supported populations as elther hatchery/wild or
wild/hatchery; the first term iIndicating the major origin of game
fish present.

a. Wild - no hatchery fish stocked.

b. Wild/hatchery - predominantly wlid with minor hatchery .
supp! ementation,

c. Hatchery/wlild - primarily hatchery supported, but wild
populations are present.

d. Hatchery - fish supported by hatchery Introductions.

(5) Regqul ations

a. General - waters for which the general fishing season, 1imits,
and reguiations apply.

b Speclal - waters on which the season, limi+s, and/or
regulations differ from +he general season, |imits, and
regul ations In order to meet speclfic management goals.

Note: For addltional definitlons of terms and acronyms, see
Pages 272-274.

@
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Drsinages used in the Idsho
1 Fighary Managemsnt Plan

- Page
Kootenai 43
Pand Oreille 50
Spokane 82
Palouse 74
Claarwater 76
Snake—ID/WA
border to Hells
Canyon Oam 95
Salmon-mouth to
Horse Creek 99
Little Selmon 104
South Fork Salmon 108
Middle Fork
Salmon 113
Salmon—Horse Cresk
to North Fork 120
Selmon—North Fork
to headwatars 125
Lemhi 132
Pahaimeroi 135
Eset Fork Selmon 137
Yenkea Fark
Salmon 140
Snake—Hells
Canyon Dem to
C.J. Strike. 143
Weiser 149
Payette 153
Botise 183

Owyhee, Brunsau 172
Sneke—-C.d, Strike
to Maesacrs Rocke 176

81ig Wood 190
Salmon Falle,
Goose Creek, Reft
River 201
Sneke—Massacre
Rocks to Henrys
Fork 208
Portneuf 215
Bleckfaoot 220
Willow Creek 224
Henrys Fork 228
Teton 237
- South Fork Snake 240
Sinka 245
Malad 252
Beer 255

Figure 2.1 Drainages used in the Idaho Fishery Management Plan.
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D Lakes and Reservoirs

Rivers and Streams
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Figure 2.2 Relative sizes in surface area of major Idaho drainages

-42-



KOOTENAI

CANADA
MONT

: I
—--- ORE | 104 \
NEN uTam L

vicinity map




1. KOOTENA! DRAINAGE

Overyv lew

The Kootenal River Is located at the north end of the Idaho
Panhandie In Boundary County. It orlginates In southeastern
British Columbla, flows south and west through Montana, and
norttwest through Idaho, then returns to Canada where It fiows
through Kootenay Lake and Joins the Columbia River at Castiegar,
British Columbla, At the International border at Porthlil, ldaho,
It drains approxImately 13,700 square miles with an average
discharge of 16,100 cfs. The 66 miles of river In ldaho can be
divided Into two reaches. The 47~-mlle section fram Porthill +to
Bonners Ferry Is a sliow moving, broad, meandering river with holes
up to 100! deep. Water level Is affected by a dam at the outlet of
Kootenay Lake. The 19 miles of river upstream from Bonners Ferry
to Montana flows In a canyon wlth an average gradlent of
3 feet/mlile.

Closing of Libby Dam in Montana In March 1972 changed the natural
seasonal flow and temperature regimes In the Kootenal River., Mean
flows durlng spring runoff have been reduced 50 percent and
wintertime flows have +trlpled. Average wlntertime water
temperatures have Increased by about 40OF, Warmer winter
temperatures have resulted In the river remaining virtually ice
free, and the Impoundment has reduced turbldity and nutrlent |oads
In the river,

The Kootenal Rlver [s the only drainage in the State of ldaho where
Iing (burbot) are native. The Kootenal Is also hame to the white
sturgeon, Fisherles for both of these species have been
drastically curtalled In response to major declines In their
popul ations. Eiimination of former sloughs and natural flood plain
processes, changes caused by LIbby Reservoir, possibly overharvest,
and several unknown and unquantifled effects are suspected of
causing these decl|nes.

Numerous tributaries drain the Selkirk and Purcel!l mountaln ranges
and enter the Kootenal River directly or through Iarger
tributaries. Due to past glaclation, most Kootenai Rliver
tributaries are blocked by falls near thelir mouths, and recrultment
of fish from tributaries Is | Imited.

Trout production In naturally-accessible portlons of tributarles
has been reduced by habitat alteration and degradation.
SedImentatlion from logging, roading, and wlldfires has degraded
former spawnlng and rearing areas. Manmade obstructl!ons,
diversions, and channel Izatlon have el Iminated former trout habltat
completely. The Deep Creek and Boundary Creek dralnages are the
two largest accesslble tributaries of the Kootenal Rlver.

The Moyle Rlver Is the largest tributary of the Kootenal dralnage
In ldaho but Is lIsolated from the Kootenal River by a dam and
natural falls near Its mouth. The Moyle origlnates at Moyle Lake
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In British Columbla and flows 58 miles through Canada and 26 miles
through ldaho. Very few tributaries of the Moyle are accessible,
and recrultment of wlld trout iIs | imited.

Inland rainbow are native to the Kootenal River dralnage and are
present in the main stem Kootenal River and above barriers In some
tributaries. Hatchery ralnbow have been widely Introduced
throughout the drainage and largely support the Moyle River
fishery. Other native salmonids Include westslope cutthroat, bull
trout, and mountain whitefish. Introduced eastern brook trout are
present throughout the drainage, and early spawning kokanee salmon
from Kootenay Lake, British Columbia, are present In the maln stem
Kootenai River and scme west side tributaries during the summer and
fall.

Numerous mountain lakes In the Selkirk and Purcel! ranges are
stocked wlth trout fry on a rotating basis. Westsiope cutthroat,
domestic Kamloops, rainbow trout, and brook trout are present In
most of the lakes, although a few lakes are reserved for speciality
species, such as grayling and golden trout.

Numerous natural Iowland lakes and McArthur Reservolir provide a
mixed bag fishery for trout and spiny-rayed species. Natural lzed
populations of largemouth bass, black crapple, brown bullhead,
yellow perch and pumpkinseed sunfish are present In most |akes.
Catchabie ralnbow, brook trout fingerliings, and some kokanee are
stocked In these |akes to provide salmonid fisherles.

The majority of waters In the Kootenal dralnage produce fishing for
trout. The Kootenal River and its tributaries, McArthur Reservoir,
mountain lakes, |owland lakes, and the Moyle River with Its
tributaries all provide moderate amounts of relatively high qual ity
trout fishing. Al though numbers and size of flsh have been reduced
since the turn of the century, the area has a great potential for
improved flshery management.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Past land use and development have degraded,
destroyed, or blocked major portions of +*rout spawning and
rearing habitat and will continue to degrade existing habltat
In the future,

PROGRAM - Work with government agencies, private
developers, and Interested sportsmen's groups to make
protection of fisheries habltat a primary concern In |and
use decisions,

(2) PROBLEM - Research has shown recrultment of white sturgeon Is
lImited or nonexistent In the Kootenal River. Harvest of
sturgeon has been el iminated but causes for the fallure In
recrulf tment are unknown.
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(3)

(4)

(3)

(6)

(7

(8)

PROGRAMS - Malntain the harvest closure until a stable
viable population develops. Initiate research +to
Identify |Iimiting factors and provide management
al ternatives.

PROBLEM - Publ Ic access Is currently |Imited to three areas
aiong 66 mlles of the Kootenal River,

PROGRAM -~ Develop new access areas through purchase,
| ease, or cooperative agreements.

PROBLEM - Recrultiment of trout to the Moyle River Is |imlted
by suitabie spawning and rearing habitat.

PROGRAMS - Maintaln a fishery In the Moyle River by
stocking hatchery-produced ralinbow. Develop program for
correction of the culvert block on Meadow Creek.

PROBLEM - The Deep Creek drainage provides a significant
fishery and production of juvenile rainbow for the Kootenai
River. Limitatlons on the fishery from habltat and
expl ol tation are not well known,

PROGRAMS ~ Describe the dralnage habitat, fishery, and
fish populations through an Inventory project. Develop
management alternatives to maintaln or enhance the Deep
Creek fishery resource,

PROBLEM - Kokanee have provided a popular fall fishery In
|ower Kootenai River tributaries. A declining population in
Kootenay Lake and the spawning tributaries required closure of
tributary fishing to maintain the runs.

PROGRAM - Obtain eyed eggs from British Columbia +to
suppl ement several tributaries and artificially maintain
a fishable run,

PROBLEM - Current bass regulations may be Inappropriate In
several |akes of this drainage due to |low exploltation, very
poor growth, or wlinter kill. ’

PROGRAM - Evaluate response of bass populations to
current regulations and modify as appropriate.

PROBLEM -~ Mountalin lakes represent a significant flshing
opportunity but resources are unavailable to conduct routine
management eval uations, Historic stocking practices may
threaten the genetic Integrity of Important wild trout
popul ations lower in the dralnage.

PROGRAM -~ Develop and maintain a mountain |ake stocking

plan based on best avallable stocking rate models and
consideration of wild stocks.
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(9)

(10)

(11)

B9AD385BR

PROBLEM - Hatchery "catchable™ +trout <can provide flshing
opportunity where natural reproduction is |imited. Production
Is expensive, however, and stocking should be utllized to
provide the greatest fishing opportunity with reasonable
returns to the creel.

PROGRAM - Evajuate rate of return, catch rate, and angier
use on catchable waters through a routine data collection
sy stem. Adjust stocking rates within allocations to
optimize all of the above,

PROBLEM - Basic data on angler use and fishing success Is
lacking. Additional data Is necessary to prioritize
meanagement effort and evaluate programs, but funding for
additional census work is unavailabie,

PROGRAM - Develop and Implement a data collection system
that can be malintained by normal enforcement and
management routlnes.

PROBLEM - The lowland |akes have been managed wlithout
consistent direction and with IImited data on blological
potentlal.

PROGRAMS - Continue a bliological Inventory to describe
lake productivity and sultability for a range of
fisheries. Standardize stocking rates and evaluate
growth as a function of density and productivity.
Develop a Iowland lake management pian to optimize
yleld. Propose the Introduction of new speclies where
potential yleld cannot be real I1zed with existing specles.




C. Management Diraction

Dreinaga: Kootenat
Fishery . I o
Watar Milas/Acres Type Clessification Species Hstchery/Wild Season Regulations Management Direction
Kootanai River 200/ coldweter ylsld rasinbow, wild yssr-round genarsl Maintain existing fishary. Enhance
end eccessible cutthroat, production from tributaries through
tributeries whitef{ah, reguletion or habitat improvement.
braok, Augmant koksnes through hatchery
kokanea wild/hatchery production of Kootansy Lake stocks to
provide e tributery fishery. ’
col dwater preservation Lling, wild yesr-round spaciel Maintain closure on &turgeon hervest
' sturgeson until & steble, viable population is
.?l ensured,
Kootensi River 300/ coldester yield rainbow, wild generel gsnarel Maintain extsting fishery end minimize
tributaries cutthroat, hebi tat lLoss.
inaccessible brook
to the river
McArthur /800 coldweter yield brook, wild special penersl Establ ish Largemouth bass and black
Reservoir rainbow creppie to control perch end diveraify
the fishery.
warmmater parch,
crepple,
Largamouth
bass
Alpine Lekes /280 coldeetar yield/quelity cutthroat, hatchery/wild genersl penerel Uss hetchery—produced fry to stock
braok, lekas at dengitise consistent with
rai nbow, productivity, Uss only westslope
golden, stocks for cutthroat.
greyling
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Drafnage: Kootenai continuad

—8#-

Fi shery
Water Miles/Acres Typs Classification Species Hatchery/Wild  Seseon Reguletions  Management DM rection
Perkins, Bonner, /250 coldweter yield reinbow, hetcherywild yesr-round peneral Use hatchery-producsd rainbow
Saith, Brush, brook catchables end/or broock trout
Robi nson Lekaa fingerlings to maintein fishery with
wamwater baas, wild rates of 0.5 fish/hr. Use Limited
creppi e, numbsrs of hetchery-producsed kokanee
sunf ish fry to provide occasional catches of
Llerge fish,
Other Lowland /200 coldweter yield reinbow, hetchery/wild penaral genarel Establish Lergemouth bass and black
Lokes brook creppie to control perch end diversify
the fisheries or eradicate Lakes and
wermseter perchy wild restock to provide an i{mprovad quality
bass, fishery for refnbow trout.
crapple,
sunfish,
bul Lhead
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Dratnage: Moyie River

’ ' ‘

H shery
Woter Miles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hetchery/Wild Sesson 'R_ogyluti one Management Direction
Moyis River 60/100 coldweter yield rafinbow, wild/hatchery gensral genersl Augment the wild trout fishery with
and tributeries broak, hatchary—producsd, catcheble rafnbow to
cutthroet

-GV_
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provides s total catch rste greater than
0.5 Tish/hr, Emphasize catcheble
suppl ementation above Meadow Creak end
wild trout below Meadow Cresk.
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A.

2. PEND OREILLE DRAINAGE

Overv lew

The Pend Orellle River dralns about 24,200 square mlles of land In
western Montana and the Panhandle of northern l|daho, Most of the
2,133 square mlies of the dralnage within Idaho I|le In Bonner
County. Major tributaries of the Pend Orellle Include the Clark
Fork, Flathead, Bltterroot, Blackfoot and St. Regls rilvers In
Montana and the Prlest and Pack rivers and Lightning Creek In

| daho,

Pend Orellle Lake Is the largest natural lake In Idaho covering
85,960 surface acres with a shoreline length of 111 miies. The
lake basin Is deep and steep~sided wlth a maximum depth of 1,152
feet and mean depth of 538 feet. The comblned surface area of Pend
Orelile Lake and the backwaters of Albenl Falls Dam, located on the
Pend Oreifle River 23 miles downstream of the lake, Is 94,720

acres.

Priest and Upper Priest lakes are glaclal |akes connected by a
shallow winding channel. Priest Lake has a surface area of about
23,400 acres with 2 maximum depth of 369 feet and mean depth of 123
feet. Upper Priest Lake Is accesslble only by boat, covers about
1,400 surface acres and has a maximum 100-foot depth.

Spirit Lake has a surface area of 1,600 acres and a maximumn depth
of about 90 feet.

There are also many smaller lowland lakes In the dralnage and
numerous alplne lakes In the Selkirk and Cablnet mountalns.

Westslope cutthroat, pygmy whiteflish, mountaln whitefish and bull
trout are the only salmonids natlve to the Pend Orellle dralnage In
| daho. Prior to the 1940's, cutthroat +rout were the most
frequently caught fish in the Pend Orellle system. Accounts of
good fishIng, long stringers of 12"-16" fish, and tributaries full
of spawners were camon at the turn of the century and Into the
early 1900's.

Bul | trout In Priest and Pend Orellle fed on the whitefish but did
not obtain an unusually large size. Spawning runs of whiteflsh
were harvested In Prlest Lake tributaries and also supported a
signiflcant commercial fishery on Pend Oreille.

Introduction of exotics has played a maJor role In fisherles of the
Pend Orellle dralnage. Lake whiteflsh were Introduced to Pend
Orellle In 1889, Lake trout were Introduced in Priest Lake and
Pend Orellle In the 1920's, but provided |ittle In the way of a
sport fish In elther system during the first hal f of the century.
During the 1930's, kokanee became established In Pend Orellle Lake
moving naturally Into the system from Flathead Lake In Montana.
Kokanee were transplanted from Pend Orellle to Spirit Lake In 1937
and Priest Lake In the 1940's, Kokanee establ ished themselves
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quickly In each of these |ake systems and had a profound Impact on
thelr flsherles. Kokanee displaced whitefish In the open water
habl tat but also provided a new forage base for the predators. In
Priest Lake, a significant trophy flshery for record-class |ake
trout and bul!l trout developed during the 1950's. In Pend Orellle,
an abundant kokanee population prampted the Introduction of Gerrard .
ral nbow. Since that time the lake has produced world record

rainbow and bull trout and has been widely recognized as a major

trophy flishery. Kokanee have also supported a major sport flishery

In thelr own right and have become the single most sought after -
sport fish In northern Idaho. The comblined kokanee and trophy

fishery In Pend Orellle Lake has made it one of the most Important

fisheries In the state. Spirit Lake has become one of the most

productive kokanee flisheries and has consistently supported high

densitles of kokanee and flishermen. The relative Importance of the

flshery has been | imited only by the lake's slze,

The construction of hydroelectric dams, Increased logging and
roading and overfishing have taken a toll on flsheries as the
dralnage has been settled and developed. By the early 1950's, dams
on the Clark Fork River blocked runs of game flish fram hundreds of
miles of critical spawning and rearing streams formerly used by
fish from Pend Orellle Lake. Land use Impacts in remaining habltat
combined with Increasing flishing pressure have been signlflicant.
The annual harvest of both cutthroat and bull trout declined In
Priest and Pend Orellle lakes during the 1950's. Cutthroat may be
falrly resilient when overfishing Is el Iminated. Populations have
the potential to rebulld quickly and hatchery production may be
used to re-establish production In sultable habltat., Bull trout
may not be so resi|lent and they appear to be much more susceptible
to habltat degradation than other species. Large adults In the
spawning streams are also vulnerable to excessive poachling. In
Priest Lake, bull trout have declined to very low levels and may be
on the verge of extinction. Seasons for bull trout have been
closed entirely on the Priest Lake system and In the spawning
tributaries to Pend Orellle.

The kokanee popul ations have also decl ined In both Pend Orellle and
Priest lakes. Operation of system dams el Iminated spawning habl tat
and reduced spawning success after thelr construction. Mysis
rej icta, the opossum shrimp, was Introduced to Pend Orellle and
Priest lakes In the 1960's. The Introductions were made In an
effort to enhance food for kokanee, Al though that occurred and
record-size kokanee were produced, mysis reduced avallable food for
young kokanee, The kokanee populations In both lakes decl!ned

dramatically during the 1970°'s. In Prlest Lake, the mysis
I ntroduction led to an Incresse In lake trout. The camblnation of
decl ining Juvenile survival and Increasing numbers of |ake trout, -
which also prey on kokanee, led to the camplete collapse of the
Priest Lake kokanee flIshery. In Pend Orellle, the kokanee
population was stabilized at a relatively fow level +through a
suppl emental hatchery program. The hatchery work and other

research shows that the nd Orellle kokanee population can be
artifically re-establ Ished. A new hatchery capable of producing up
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. to 20 million kokanee fry for Pend Orellle was proposed and funded
under a cooperative agreement between the Depariment, Washington
Water Power Company and the Bonneville Power Adminlstration.
Rehabll Itation of the Pend Oreille kokaree population Is expected
In the near future. Restoration of kokanee In Prlest Lake Is less

. certaln, Continued research and experimental enhancement will be
necessary to determine that potential. Rehabll itation or expansion
of trophy flsherlies In both lakes Is dependant on restoration of
kokanee because kokanee are the primary forage for trophy specles

Other game fish In the Pend Orellle dralnage Include brook trout,
brown trout, largemouth bass, northern plke, yellow perch, black
crapple, pumpkinseed sunflsh and bullhead.

B. Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Dams on the Clark Fork Rlver have el Iminated a major
portion of spawning and rearing habltat hlstorlically available
for trout. Development and land use have had a signlflcant
Impact throughout the dralnage and wlll continue to degrade
the qual Ity of exlsting habltat.

PROGRAMS - Work wlith the Forest Service, private

developers and Interested sportsmen's groups to make

protectlion of flsherles habltat a primary concern In |and

use declsions. Work with Forest Service and sportsmen's
‘ groups to rehabll itate habltat where possiblie.

(2) PROBLEM - Harvest of trout and char has declined on Fend
Orellle Lake but factors regulating the populations are
complex Including forage, habitat and flshing. Tributary
fishing provides an Important opportunity but may Iimit
recrultment and the yleld of larger fish In the lake. Lake
fishing may Influence the ul timate yleld of "™trophy" fish.

PROGRAMS ~ Conduct research to determine the significance
of angling mortality both on the lake and In
tributaries. Conduct angler surveys regarding trade~off
In fishing opportunity and regulation. Develop goals for
management of the trophy fishery and propose appropriate
regul ation changes. Develop the Cabinet Gorge Hatchery
program for kokanee and Increase the population to
historic levels providing the potentlal to malntalin or
expand exlsting predator populations. Evaluate releases
of hatchery produced Kamloops and continue experimental
enhancement. Eval uate the kokanee enhancement program
and determine surplus production avallable for
- predators. Develop targets for predator enhancement.

(3) PROBLEM - The Kamloops In Pend Orellle Lake originally came
from Gerrard stock ralnbow In Kootenay Lake, BC. Hi storic
Introductions of other rainbow stocks In the Pend Orellle
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dralnage threaten the genetic Integrity of thls popul ation and
unique characteristics of fast growth and del ayed maturity.

PROGRAM - |[ntroduce only Gerrard ralnbow In tributaries
to the lake. Work wlth Montana to avold Introduction of
other ralnbow stocks In Clark Fork reservolrs above Pend

Orellle.

(4) PROBLEM - Restoration of kokanee on Priest Lake may be
difflcult because of predator re|ated mortality. .

PROGRAM - Experiment with large releases of hatchery
reared fry +to determline potential for restoration.
Develop potential to support a kokanee popuiation on
Priest Lake.

(5) PROBLEM - Bull trout have decl ined dramatically In the Priest
| akes. They are threatened by continued habitat loss and
poaching in both the Priest and Pend Orellle systems.

PROGRAMS - Publicize the extreme sensitivity of bull
trout to habltat degradation. Work to obtaln speclal
consideration of critical bull trout habitat In land use
decl sions. Monltor bull trout spawning escapement and
success In Pend Oreille and Priest lake tributaries.
Maintain strict closures until the population rebullds on
Priest Lake, Focus avallable enforcement to reduce
poaching losses. Publ icize the unique characteristics of
these populations and their vulnerability to poaching.
Work to influence public and court attitudes regarding
poachlng.

(6) PROBLEM - The lakes of thls dralnage are attracting Increased
development and recreational use. The result Is Increasing
| akeshore encroachment, pollutlon and nutrient loadlng. These
processes will continue to cause a degradation of fish habitat
and water qual Ity.

PROGRAM ~ Work with county planning to make protection of
fish habitat and water quality a primary concern in land
use declisions.,

(7) PROBLEM - The Pend Orellle Rlver and Its tributaries represent
an underdeveloped and under utlllzed flshery. Habitat appears
to be suitable to support additional fisheries and the system
Is relatively close to several population centers.

PROGRAM - Seek funding for a hablitat and flisheries -
Inventory and develop new management alternatives.
Conduct experimental releases of kokanee In an effort to
develop an open water flshery. Evaluate the contribution

of catchablie ralnbow to the fishery. Expand catchable
releases If sultable. Continue releases of brown trout
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in Hoodoo Creek and Cocolalla Creek to maintaln a |imited
tributary and river fishery,

(8) PROBLEM - Spirit Lake supports heavy flishing pressure for
kokanee but recrultment 1Is highly varlable and severe
fluctuation In the fishery may occur.

PROGRAM - Continue kokanee population monitoring and use
fry releases to compensate In years of low, wild, fry
recrufiment,

(9) PROBLEM - Westlsope cutthroat have declined from historic
lfevels on the major lakes. In many cases, sultable habltat Is
avallable to produce more fish and better fisheries.

PROGRAM - Develop a dependable westslope broodstock with
the ability to Infuse wild flsh on a regular basls.
Support research to evaluate artiflclal enhancement for
rebuliding wild productlon. '

(10) PROBLEM - Basic data on angler use and fishing success Is
lacking for waters other than the major |[akes. Add] tional
data Is necessary fto prioritize management effort and evaluate
programs, but funding for additional census work Is

unavallabl e,

PROGRAM - Develop a data collection system that can be
majintalned by normal enforcement and management routines.

(11) PROBLEM - The lowland lakes have been managed Inconslistently
and with | imited date on biological potential.

PROGRAM - Continue a blological Inventory to describe
lake productivity and sultabliity for a range of
fisheries. Standardize stocking rates and evaluate
growth as a function of density and productivity.
Develop a lowland |ake management plan to optimize
yleld. Propose the Introduction of new species where
potential yleld cannot be real Ized with existing specles.

(12) PROBLEM - Mountain lakes represent a significant flshing
opportunity but resources are unavallable to conduct routlne
management evaluations. Historic stocking practices may
threaten the genetic integrity of Important wild <+rout
populations |ower In the dralnages.

PROGRAM - Develop and maintaln a mountaln |ake stocking
plan based on the best avallable stocking rate models and
conslderation of wild stocks.

(13) PROBLEM - Fishing access Is (Iimited on several waters In the
dral nage.
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PROGRAM - Develop or enhance fishing and boat access
areas through easements, cooperative agreements or
purchase. Principal areas for development Include the
Pend Oreille River, Spirlt Lake and Cocol alla Lake.
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C. Msnagement Di rection

Dreinage: Pend Oreiile

Fishery

Water Milea/Acres Type

Qessification

Species

Hatdl‘.fx_/'ﬂ'd Sesson

R-lul stions

Management Df rection

Pand Oreilte
Leks and
tributaries

200/80000 coldeater yisld

trophy/queli ty

-95-

trophy

BOAD3I 968 R

ko kanes

Kaml 0ope
cutthrost

bull trout

hetcharywild yesarround

wild/hatchesy

general

wild general

generel

ganersl/
speci al

speciel
snd
closad

Develap hatchery program Tor kokanee to
support Laks et carrying capecity and
stabitize forsge base for presdators,
Develop fishery to aupport angling
eoffort of 200,000 houre, catch ratas of
2.0 fish/hr,, tor fish approximately
10® in length.

Evel mta sxperimantel snhancement and
davelop memagement gosls for cutthroest
and Kamloops. Proposs appropriste
regul ation changss to optimize harvest
consi stent wi th gaels snd engler
preference. Protect axi eting habitat
end spamning populations to maximize
amolt production., Minimize habitat
dagradation due to esdimentation

in highly critioal drsinages, including
the Peck River, Grouss Creek, North
Fork Grouss Creek, Lightning Creek,
Johnson Creek, Twin Crask, Trestle
Creak, Greanita Cresk, North Gold Craek,
and Gold Creak.

Protect existing habitat end spawning
papul etiona to meximize amol t
production., Meintein existing bull
trout popul ation with estimated
spawning sscapement of

3,000-4,000 fish.



Dreinages

Pend Oreille

Fi shery

Water Miles/Acres Type Classification Species " Hatchery/Wild  Season Regulations  Management Df rectfon

Pand Orsille yisld Lake wild gensrel genersl  Encourage exploitation of lake trout,

Laks and whitefish, lake whitefish, brawn trout, end

tributaries Lake trout, warswater spacies to maximize yleld.

(cont{ nusd) brawn trout, Evaluate feasibility of commercial

Largemouth whitefish harvaat,
base,

crapple,

aunf ish,

yollow

parch

Priast Leks, 100/25000 coldweter quelity cutthroat wild/hatchery general spactal Protact existing hebftat and apswning

Upper Priest and populations to maximize smolt

Leks and cloauras production. Utilize tributary

tributarias cloauras, aize Limtts, and ertifical

lﬂ anhancemsnt to incrasse "wild"

' production and provide in the laks
catch retea greeter than 0.5 fish/hr.
for sll cutthroat with 10X of the catch
grester than 15",

yisld koksnee hatchery general general Reasteblish kokmnes to provide Limitad
forege for Leks trout and bull trout
and to aupport s fishery with catoh
ratas of 0.5 to 1.0 fish/hr.
preservetion bull trout wild closad spacial Prevant axtinction of bull trout.
closure Rebutld the spawning population to

B9AD396B R ‘

1,000 fish by strict cloaure of tha
enti re fishery. Protect existing
hebi tat and spawning populations to
naximize smolt production.




Drainage; Pend Dreille
Fi shery
Water Miles/Acres Typs  Clessification Spscies Hetchery/Wild _ Sesson _ Ragulations _ Management Direction
Priest Lake, yisld Lleke trout wild ganaral ganersl Marege harvest to meximize yield end
Upper Priest maintein catch retes of 0.1 fish/hr,
Lake and
tributeriee
{continued}
yield brook trout wild general general Continus consumptive hervest of small
brook trout, Select tributary streamms
where hervest will not effect cutthroat
end bull trout production.
Pend Oreills 60/8000 col dester yield cutthroat, wild/hetchery yesesr-round general Maintein existing populetione of wild
River end ref nbow, trout. Use hetchery-producad brown
tributerias brown, trout and reinbow fingerlings, reinbow
bull trout, catchabl as end kokanse fry to support
gln ko kanee fishery with e totsl catch rete of
P 0.5 fishvhr,
werswater yiald bass, Introduca smellmouth
creppie, bass or northern pika if evelustion
sunf{ieh, supports suftebility.
yal low psrch
Spirit Leka 10/1300 coldwater yietd koksnae, wild/hatchery year-round genaral Meintein e populstion of 75,000 to
end tributeries rainbow, 100,000 kokanee eveilables for hsrvest.
cutthroat, Uss hetchery-praduced fry to stebilize
brook trout fluctustions in recruf tment. Use
hatchery rsinbow to supplement tha
wermigtar bass, trout fishery end maintain a total
creppl a, trout catch rets of D.2 fish/hr,
sunf1i sh,
bul Lheed
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Dreinege: Pend Oreille

Fi shary
Water Miles/Acres Type  Clessification Spsciea Hatchery/Wild __ Sesson  Regulations _ Managesent Direction
Kel eo Laks /130 coldwater yield rainbow, hatchery/wild general general Use hatchery catchebles to
brown trout maintein & fishery with catch retas in
axcses of 0.5 trout/hr. Use
hatchery-produced brown trout
fingarling to provids limitad catchae
of Large fish.
warmmater yiald perch, Establish Largemouth bess to divaraify
Largemouth the fishery.
basas,
bul Lhead,
blusgill
Jewell Lake /35 coldwater quality cutthroat, hatchery genaral generel Uss hetchery-producad rafnbow and
. rainbow, cutthroat fingarlings to maintain @
% kokanee, fishery with catch rates of
! perch 0.2 fish/hr. Use hatchery-produced
kokanas fry to provide Limitad cetches
of Largas fish. Eradicate perch to
enhance selmonid production.
Blue Laka /80 coldwatar yisld ratnbow hatchary/wild year-round generel Eradicata yellow perch and restock with
rajnbow fingarling or introduce channel
warmmater perch, cetfish depending on Laka survey and
base, auf tabil ity,
northarn
pike,
aunfish
Mi rror Lake /200 coldwater yield brook, hatchery/wild general general Use hetchery-produced brook trout and
brown, cutthroat fingerlings to maintain s
cutthroat, fishery with totsl catch rates of
ko kenee 0.5 fishr. Use Limited numbers of

BBAD396BR e

hatchery-produced brown trout
fingerlings and kokanee fry to provide
occasional catches of large figh.

- 4 '



Orainage: Pend Oreille
Fi shery
Water MiLles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild  Season Regulations _ Management Df rection
Cocollala Lake 5/800 coldwater yisld rainbaw, hetchery/wild yeer-round general Utfilize hatchery reainbow to meintein a
and tributeries cutthroat, trout fishery with cetch rates of
bromn 0.2 fielvhr., Encourege meximum
harvest of wamwatsr speciee, Use
hatchery-praduced brown trout to
sstabl ish @ populetion and diversify
the fishery.
warmeter pearch, Intraoduce channel cetfish or northern
creppl e, pike 1f eveluation proves acceptable.
sunfieh,
bul Lheead,
lLargemouth bass
Othar Lowlend /500 coldweter yield rafnbow hetchery/wild yearround genaral Encourage exploitetion of wamwater
Lekas species except lergamouth bass. Use
. wamwetar perch, hetchery rai nbow to supplement
o base, fisheries end provide e trout catch
1 crappie, rate of 0.5 fish/hr. or greater.
sunfish, Emphesize programs to develop new
bul Lhead fishing opportunitiss. Utilize
amellmouth baese, northern pike, chsnnel
catfish, end bluegill to diversify the
fishery where eveluation proves
accaptabla,
Priest River 12&’570_ coldweter yield rainbow, hetcherywild yesarround genearsl Use hetchery reinbow to eupplement the
end tributaries cutthroat, Prieet River fishery end maintain a
brook trout, catch rete of 0.2 fisvhr. Continue
brown trout, coneumptive hervest of brook trout in
bull trout, amaller tributeries.
whitefish

BOAD3 96B R
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Drainage: Pend Oreille

) 'Fidlnry
Water MiLes/Aores Type Clessification Species  Hetchery/Wild  Sesson  Regulations __ Management Direction
Alping Lakes /150 coldweter quelity cutthroat, hatchery genaral genarsal Use hatcheary-produced fry to stock
rafi nbow, lakss at densities consistsnt with
goldan, productivity. Usee only wastslope
greyling, cutthroat stocks or wild Berrard

BBAD396BR ‘Ii'

brawn trout

rafnbow stocks to mafntain genatic
integrity of Pand Oreille basin wild
stocks. Stock greyling and golden
trout in sslected Lakas to provide
uniqua fisheries. Experiment with
brawn trout, chinook salmon, or
Kemloops to control stunted breook
trout.
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3. SPOKANE RIVER DRAINAGE

Overvien

The Spokane River drains about 3,840 square miles in ncrthern
Idaho. The major tributarles of the dralnage Include the St. Joe,
St. Maries and Coeur d'Alene rivers which all feed Into Coeur
d'Alene Lake. Diversity of bhabitat In the dralnage Is great.
There are many lowland lakes ranging from a few acres to
25,000-acre Coeur d'Alene Lake. Several lakes are close to the
major population center and support important urban fisherles.
Rlver systems range fram small mountain streams to the much larger
St. Joe, Coeur d'Alene and Lower Spokane. Mountaln |akes are fcund
in the headwaters of the South Fork Coeur d'Alene and St. Joe

rivers.

Native game flsh In the dralnage Include westslope cutthroat, bull
trout and mountain whitefish. The St. Joe, Cceur d'Alene and St.
Maries rivers contalin populations of resident and lake run
cutthroat. Historically both the St. Joe and Coeur d'Alene were
regarded as among the finest trout streams in America. Both Coeur
d'Alene and Hayden lakes were noted for great numbers of large fish
often ranglng over 5 pounds.

Introduced geme specles Include ralnbow, kokanee, brook trout,
brown trout, chinook, 1|argemouth bass, sunflsh, perch, crapple,
bul thead and northern pike. Notable fisherles for large wlld
ralnbow have developed in the Lower Coeur d'Alene and Spokane
rivers. Largemouth bess are well established throughout the
dralnage's lakes. Historically the area has been noted for
excellent bass fishing and more recently has seen a “tremendous
increase In bass fishing pressure, The Coeur d'Alene Lake system
has become the focus of several major bass fishing tournaments.

Kokanee have become the dominant species In Coeur d'Alene Lake and
the single most sought after game fish In the reglon. In 1979, the
lake provided a harvest of nearly 600,000 kokanee and supported
over 250,000 angler hours. Kokanee numbers have exceeded carryling
capaclty in Coeur d'Alene Lake and sfize of flsh Is presently
unacceptable to anglers, Introductions of fall chinook have been
initiated to control kokanee and can provide a popular trophy
f Ishery.

Mining, logging and forest development, highway construction and
other land use Impacts have taken a major toll on the dralnage
t Isheries. Heavy metal polfiution, stream channellzation and
sedimentation and migration blocks have had an especlally severe
Impact on cutthroat. Increased fishing pressure due to normal
population expansion and Improved access, and the [ntroductlion of
competing species have also played an Important role In the decl ine
of cutthroat. Cutthroat stocks in the lake systems currently exist

at a fraction of historic ievels. River populations have responded
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favorably to speclal regulations, however, and promise signlficant
qual ity fisheries In the future.

The lakes have supported the bulk of the dralinages flisheries In
recent years, and other than cutthroat stocks, fisheries have been
maintained In the face of development. Hablitat degradation will
continue to take Its toll, however, and many lakes are beginning to
show habltat problems. Decl Ining water quality and shorel Ine
encroachment are serious problems for future fisheries management.

Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - The Spokane system has over 800 miles of streams
which are generally accessibile to fish for spawning and
rearing. The opportunity exists to rely heavily on extensive
natural reproduction rather than expensive hatchery facilitles
to provide better flishing. However, since the productivity of
North |daho waters Is low, fish populations are easlly
overharvested and restrictive regulations are often necessary
to allow sultable waters to be adequately stocked wlth
natural ly produced flish of desirable size. The preference of
most anglers for keeping fish to eat presently conflicts with
the need to reduce harvests enough to maintalin or Improve size
and numbers of trout. A lack of understanding of this problem
results In unreal istic expectations of the flishery resource
Including the bellef that different specles will clrcumvent
the underl|ying probl em.

PROGRAMS - Impl ement biological [y-sound programs based on
the preferences of anglers Informed of the tradeoffs.
Provide various types of flshing recreation Involving
warmmater fish, coldwater fish, stream flishing, |ake
fishing, consumptive harvest and catch-and-release
fishing. Modify the blend of angling opportunity
out! ined under management direction for specific waters
below to create the highest level of angler satisfaction
within the constraints of the resource. Even though the
primary emphasis Is on natural reproduction, stocking of
bhatchery-reared fish and Introductions of new specles

will be made In waters without adequate spawning and
rearing habitat or a source of particular fish where such
Introducticns will not threaten existing fisherles.

(2) PROBLEM - Past land use and development have degraded or
destroyed major portions of trout spawning and rearing
hablitat, and will continue to degrade existing habltat in the
future.

PROGRAMS - Work with the Forest Service, other agencies,
private developers and landowners and I[nterested
sportsmen's groups to make protection of fisheries

habitat a primary concern in land use decisions.
Incorporate evaluations of existing hablitat In survey

projects whenever possible, Develop a data base to
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demonstrate the magnitude of habitat loss and more
effectively Influence land use decislons. Work with the
Forest Service and Department of Transportation to Insure
mitigation of habitat loss or restoration of habltat
whenever possible.

(3) PROBLEM - The lakes of this drainage are attracting Increased
development. The result Is Increasing lakeshore encrcachment,
pol lution and nutrient |ocadling. These processes will contlnue
to cause degradation of water qual ity and fish habltat,

PROGRAM - Wcrk with county planners to make protection of
fish habltat and water quallty a primary concern In land
use decislons.

(4) PROBLEM - Westsiope cutthroet are vulnerable to overharvest
and specfal regulations have been necessary to re-establish
popul ations and flisherles. Noncompl lance with regul ations may
I Iml+ success of these programs.

PROGRAM - Develop Informational programs to encourage
campl Tance. Educate anglers on the need for regulations,
the kinds and location of requlations and alternative
flshing opportunities.

(5) PROBLEM - Limltations in growth and Increasing exploltation
threatened the decline of many high quallity |argemouth bass
flsheries. As a result of research, speclal regulations were

Imposed. Response to the regulatlions should frovice
significant enhancement of some flisherles and malntenance of
others. Compllance with regulations Is not guaranteed,
however.

PROGRAM - Develop Informational and Interpretive programs
to encourage compliance. Educate anglers on the need for
regul atlons, the kinds and location of regulations and
al ternative flshing opportunities, Evaluate the response
of populations to regulation changes and mcdlify as
appropriate,

(6) PROBLEM -~ Enforcement manpower Is |imlted and not all
flsheries regulations can be enforced at an adequate l|evel.

PROGRAM - Through planning, coordinate &anrd focus
enforcement efforts on priority flsherles to reduce
noncompl al nce to acceptable [evels.

(7) PROBLEM - Chinook appear to be well suited to controlling
kokanee numbers In Coeur d'Alene Lake while providing an
additional trophy flshery, Kokanee growth and fry production
will ftake several years to Increase, however, and there s a
good chance that the kokanee population could collapse if too
many chinook are stocked.
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PROGRAM - Monltor kokanee abundance and mortal ity
annually, Regulate chlinook stocking to colincide wilth fry
production and stabil Ize the kokanee popul ation.

(8) PROBLEM - The fall chinook flshery on Coeur d'Alene has
attracted a lot of Interest and participation in the fishery. .
Spawning adulits have provided additional nonconsumptive
viewing opportunity, but have also caused publlic concern
regarding a "wasted" resource. Natural reproduction of
chinook Is not desirable since it could result in uncontrolled .
kokanee mortal Ity, and competition with Juvenile cutthroat.

PROGRAMS - Maintain a viewing area on Wol f Lodge Oreek.
Welr the system to exclude fish fram good spawning
habitat and to increase viewing opportunity. Publ icize
the program through Interpretive signs and medla.
Malntaln a spawning season closure on Wol f Lodge Creek to
avold conflicts wlith the nonconsumptive program and
| andowners. Encourage maximum exploltation of chlinook on
the |ake and other +tributarles. Mark all hatchery
released chinook so that the relative contribution of
wild fish can be determined and hatchery stockling
adjusted accordingly.

(9) PROBLEM - Wolf Lodge Creek supports a signiflicant cutthroat
fishery on Coeur d'Alene Lake and the Spokane River. A
gasol Ine splll all but el Iminated several year classes In that
stock. Losses In those year classes threaten the long term
viabll Ity of the fishery,

PROGRAMS - Malntaln closures on the fisheries until all
affected year classes have moved through thelr |Ilfe
cycle. |If support Is avallable, trap returning adults In
the affected year classes to collect eggs and augment the
runs through hatchery Incubation and rearlng.

(10) PROBLEM - lllegal Introductions of exotic flshes threaten the
stabll Ity of other establ Ished fisheries. A

PROGRAM - Develop Informational programs +to educate
anglers and the public to risks of random introductions
of exotic specles. Through planning, use enforcement
efforts to curtall Illegal Introductions.

(11) PROBLEM - Basic data on angler use and fishing success Is
lacking for waters other than the major l|akes. Additional
data Is necessary to priorltize management effort and eval uate
programs, but funding for additional census work Is -
unavallable.

PROGRAM - Develop a data coilectlion system that can be
malntalned by normal enforcement and management routines.
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(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

B9AD3858R

PROBLEM - The |lowland |akes have been managed wlthout a
consi stent direction, and !Imited data on blological
potentiai.

PROGRAM - Continue a blological Inventory to describe
lake productivity and suitabllity for a range of
fisheries. Standardize stocking rates and evaluate
growth as a function of density and productivity.
Develop a |owland |ake management plan to optimize
yleld. Propose the Introduction of new species where
potential yield cannot be real ized with exlsting species.

PROBLEM -~ Hatchery "catchable™ trout can provide flshing
opportunity where natural reproduction [s |imited. Production
Is expensive, however, and stocking should be utillized to
provide the greatest fishing opportunity with reasonable
returns to the creel.

PROGRAM - Evaluate rate of return, catch rate and angler
use on catchable waters through the previously mentioned
data collection system. Adjust stocking rates within
al lccations to optimize all three of the above.

PROBLEM - Ncrthern pike have become establ Ished throughout the
lateral lake system and support a popular fishery. Heavy
fishing pressure and poor spawning conditions may !Iimit +the
fishery.

PROGRAM - Through the data collection system, describe
population dynamics. Institute harvest regulations If
necessary to optimize yleld.

PROBLEM - Mountain lakes represent a significant fishing
opportunity but resources are unavilable to conduct routine
management eval uations. Historic stocking practices may
threaten the genetic Integrity of Important wild trout
populations | ower In the dral nages.

PROGRAM - Develop and malntaln a mountaln |ake stocklng
plan based on best avalilable stocking rate models and
consideration of wild stocks.

PROBLEM ~ The Lower Spokane River has produced a qual ity trout
fishery in an urban environment, Limited spawning habitat,
flshing mortal Ity and Post Falls Dam operations may |imit the
fishery, however.

PROGRAMS - Evaluate population dynamics and popul ation

I Imitations. Adjust regulations to optimize the
fishery. Establ Ish end maintain a brown trout flshery
that will be less vulnerable to exploitation and can

provide catches of large flish.
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(17) PROBLEM - Many waters have |imited publ ic access. Devel opment

B9AD385BR

threatens to el iminate access currently available in same
areas.

PROGRAM - Develop or enhance public fishing and boating
access sites and facilitles through easements,
cooperative agreements or purchase. Princlipal areas for
development Include the Spokane River both above and
below Post Falls Dam, and the Coeur d'Alene River from
Rose Lake to Prichard, Hayden Lake and Fernan Lake.
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C. Menagement Direction

Drainage: Spokene

Fi shery
Water Milea/Acres Type  Classification Species Hatchery/Wild _ Sseson __ Regulations __ Management Direction
Coeur d'Alens 100/25000 coldwater yield/troply  kokanee, wild/hatchery yesr-round genersl Adjust releaess of chinook to stabilize
Leke and chinook kokanse populetion st 100 recruf table
tributarise fielvhectars, Metntain o kokanee
fishery with catch retes of
2.0 fisvhe, for fish 10" in Llength.
Provids o Limitad trophy fishery for
chincok. Provide nonconsumptive
viewing of spswning chinaook.
coldeater quelity cutthroat wild closure closure Rebuild cutthrcat stocks snd fisherias
end end impacted by haebitat destruction snd
cah genaral general pollution.
oo
' wamwater yieid/quelity perch, wild year-round general Maximize yield of wemwater fisheries.
base,
sunf ish,
bul Lheed,
plke
Wol f Lodge 30/ coldweter preservation/ cutthroat wild closure clogure Maximiza production of amolts for
Creek end quelity end and  Coeur d'Alana Lake fishery, Maintain
tributaries spacial spaciel closure until lost yesr clesses sre

BBAD3 96BR

rebuflt. Minimize ssdiment end
channel izetion impecte to meintein
highly criticel habitat tn exieting or
improved condi tion.



Drainage: Spokane
Ff chery

Water Miles/Acras_Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild  Sesson __ Regulations _ Management Di rection

§t. Joe River 200/5000 coldwater quality cutthroat, wild general special Maintain wild cutthroat population with

and tributarias brook trout, epecisl ragul ations., Provide catch

above Prospector whitefish rotes greater than 2.5 fish/hr. with

Creak 5 percant of the catch grestar than
13" {n langth, Minimize sediment and
channel izetion impacts in tributaries
to meintein exieting production of
Juwenile cutthroat to tha river.
Maintein roadiess condition of the
upper river to provide "wilderness”
fishing opportunity and protect highly
critical hebftat,

§t. Jos River 200/ coldwater yiald cutthroat, wild/hatchary general general Usa hatchery reinbow to eugment the

and tributerias brook trout, fishery 1in the lawer river and

belaw Prospector whitef{iah, tributeries and provide total catch

Creek raf nbow, rates grester than 0.5 fish/hr,

. ko kanee Maintain existing habitat or improve

% habf tat degraded by ssdimsntation and

' channal fzetion in criticel tributarias
to maintain axisting production of
Jwanila cutthroat to the river,
Maximize production of cutthroat emolts
for Coeur d'Alane Lake in Lawer
tributeries.

S§t. Joe River /2000 warmmater yiald Llargemouth bsss, wild general goneral Maximize yield.

end sssociated sunfieh,

lekes below crsppi 8,

the 1nfluence yellaow perch,

of sleck water bul Lhead
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Dreinaga: Spokane
7 Fishery
Weter Milea/Acres Typs  Clessification Spscies Hatchery/Wild  Sesson Reguletions __ Management Direction
Marble Craak 40/ coldwater yield cutthroat, wild/hatchery general ganarsl Usa hetchery rainbow to augmant tha
end tributaries rai nhow fishery in the roaded section.
(8t. Joa) Maintain existing, highly criticsl
habitat to maximize cutthroat
Big Creek 26/ coldwater yiald cutthroat, wild/hatchary generel panerel production in the unroaded section.
and tributaries rai nbow ' Di acourage new esccese to maintain
(St. Joa) roadlass f1shing opportunity end
minimiza axploitation,
Coaur d'Alense 200/ coldwatar quality cutthrost, wild psneral apaciel Rebuild fluvisl cutthroat population
River and brook trout, with specisl regulations. Provide
, tributaries whi tefish catch ratas of 2.0 fis/hr. with
S ebove Yellow 10 percent of the catch grestsr than
! Dog Creek and 13" in length. Provids Limited harvest
North Fork of cutthroat if possible. Document
Cosur d'Alene Lose of tributary habitat due to
River ebove sedimentetion and chennel ization.
Leverns Creek Minimize future impacts and encoursge
repair end mitigation to waximize
production of juvenile cutthroat in
highly critical tributary hebitat,
Cosur d'Alane 200/ coldweter yisld rainbow, wild/hatchery generel ganerslV/ Use hatchary reinbow ta sugmant fishary
and tributeries cutthroat, epaciel in the Lowsr river end provide total
below Yellow kokanee, catch rates greater then
Dog Creek and brook trout, 0.5 fish/hr. Regulete harvest af
North Fork whitefish, edfluvial cutthroat to meximize smolt
Coeur d'Alene bull trout production for the Leks., Dfiscourege

River bel ow
Laverne Creek

BOAD3S6BR

further loss af criticel tributery
habitat due to sedimentetion end
chennel ization. Encourags enhancemsnt
of ssverely degraded tributaries.



Drainage: Spokans
) Fi shery
Water Milea/Acras Type Clessification Speciea " Hatchery/Wild  Season Regulations __ Management Direction
Coaur d'Alens 40/5000 warswater yield/quelity perch, wild genaral general/ Uss genersl and specisl ragulations
River balow basa, special to maintein bmss popul ation structures
slack water crappie, with PSDa of 0.4 or better, catch
and sssocisted sunf ish, rates of at Lasest 0.2 fish/hr, and
latersl laksa bullhead, common catches of fish greatar than
nor thern 16", Provide a range of opportunity by
pike emphasizing managemant for quality
fishing on sevaral lakes, Maximize
yield of othear specieas,
Hayden Lake 20/4000 col deater/ quality/ cutthroat, hatchary/wild genereal speciel/ Establish a emellmouth bass fishery.
and tributaries yiald rainbow, genarel UtiLize hatchary-produced fingerling
whitefish trout and size Limits to provide a
' quality trout fishery in an urban
- warswater perch, sstting. Provide harvast ratas for
! crappia, 14" or Larger trout of 0,2 fish/hr,
largemouth, Minimize habitat loss dus to sediment
sunf ish, and channel degradation in Hayden,
bul Lhsad, Mokins, and Yellowbanks creaka to
smal lmouth meintain highly critical habftat and
maximize smolt production for the lake.
Eveluats and {ntroducs Leke trout to
utilize myais forage base if needed.
South Fork 150/160 coldwatsr yiald cutthroat, hatchery/wild general geaneral Use hatchery reinbom catchablas to
Cosur d'Alene brook trout, provide cetch ratee of 0.5 fish/hr,
River and reinbow
tributarise
Spokane River 8/130 coldwater/ preservation/ cutthroat, wild/hatchery year-round gensral and Rebuild cutthroat stocks that support
above Post warmater yield brook trout, trout spring fishery ebove Foet Fells Dem,
Falls Dem perch cl osure Encourage harvast of wamweter fish.
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Dreinaga: Spokane
Fi shery

Water Miles/Acres Typs  Classification Spacies Hatchery/Wild  Season Regulations __ Menagement Direction

Spokana Rivar 7/ coldwater yieid/quality rafnbow, wild/hatchery ysar-round general/ Describe Limitations in rainbow fichery

below Post cutthroat, special below Post Fallas Dem, Modify

Falls Dem brook trout, raguletions {f macessary sand eatablish
brown trout bramn trout with hstchery meintenance

to provide catch rates of
0.5 fish/hr. snd occasional catches
of trout greatsr than 20",

Alpine Lakes /440 coldwater yieild/quality brook trout, hstchery/wild genaral gensral Use hatchery-producad fry to stock
cutthroat, Lakes st densitiss consistent with
reinbow, productivity. Uss only wastslope for
gray ling, cutthrost stocks. Use greyling snd

4 golden golden trout whan svailabla to

e diversify tha fisheries.

Hauser Lake 6/6606 coldwater yiesld resinbow, hatchery/wild genarel gensral Use hstchary rsinbow catchables to
cutthroat, maintain a fishary with catch ratas of
brown trout, 0.2 fist/hr. Use hetchary rainbow
kokenee snd brown trout fingerlings and kokanee

fry to snhance fishery if possible and
warmeater bess, wild provide occasional catches of lerge
perch, fish.
creppie,
sunfish,
bul Lhead

St. Maries 150/460 coldwater yisld cutthroat, wild genaral genersl Use hatchery reinbow catchebles to

River and rei nbow hatcherywild maintein a fishery of 0.5 fishVhr,

tributaries Maintain existing fluvisl reinbow end

warmwe ter parch, wild edfluviel cutthroet populations,
creppla,
bullhseed,
bass,
aunfish
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Drainage: Spokane
) Fishery
Water MiLes/Acres Ty ps ' Classification Spscies Hatchery/Wild Besson Rsgul ations Mansgem ent Di rection
Fernan Lake 7/350 col deater yisld rainbow, hatchery year-round general Use hatchary rainbow cstchables to
cutthroat, wild provide catch rates of 0.3 fish/br,
brook trout wild Use hatchary broodstock to provide
occasional cetchess of large fish.
warmsater perch, wild yesr-round gensral Emphesize bass size limit to ensure
bass, compl ienca snd snhance yield.
crappia, Encourage harvest of other warswater
sunfish, fish. Enhance accass and fishing
bullhesd docks. Introduce channel catfish if
evaluation proves scceptabla,
Tuin Lekes 6/880 coldeater yield reinbow, hatcherywild gensral general Use hatchery rainbow snd brook trout to
brook trout, provide s fishery with total catch rets
\ ko karea of 0.5 fielvhr, Use limitad numbers
d of hatchary—-produced brown trout snd
1 wearswater baee, wild koksnee fry to provide occasionsl
crappia, catches of large fish,
perch,
sunf ish,
bul Lhead
BBAD396BR
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4, PALOUSE RIVER DRAINAGE

A. Overview

The Palouse Rliver drains from a timbered, mountalnous area with
elevatlons ranging to 5,000 feet msi through rolllng hills
developed as agricul tural land at an elevation of 2,500 feet msi
near the ldaho~Washington border. The upper reaches of the Palouse
drainage have been extensively roaded, logged, and dredge mined,
while the lower areas have been Intensively farmed. The only
remalning trout habitat In the dralnage I1s located near the

headwaters.

B. Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Forest road constructlion, overgrazing, and Intensive
farming have significantly Increased slitation and affected
water flow and temperature In the drainage |I|imiting
reproduction and survival of trout,

PROGRAM - Work wlith USFS and private |andowners to
minimize further Impacts on riparian and stream habltat.

(2) PROBLEM - Lower reaches of the river do not presently support
trout.

PROGRAMS - (1) Evaluate the success of recent brown trout
Introduction; (2) assess the status of bass In the
dralnage and evaluate the potential for other warmwater
specles; and (3) demonstrate to landowners the need for
fencing riparian areas to enhance stream habitat.

-74~
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C. Management Di rection

Drainage: Palouse River
Water M Les/Acres Type Classification Species Hetchery/Wild Season [Regulations Management Df rection
Pelouss Rivar 70/110 coldeater yisld rainbow, hatchary/wild general genereal Stock with catchable reinbow where
from Washington brown trout, returns to the cresl can be meximized.
border to bull trout, Evaluata tha succesa of brown trout
headwater, brook trout introductions and assess tha nesd for
including protacting apawning populatione through
tributaries regulation changes.

warmeatar yisld Llargemouth wild gsneral general Assess nead for further warswatar fish

base

-g[—
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A.

5. CLEARWATER RIVER DRAINAGE

Overy | ew

The Ciearwater River originates In the Bitterroot mountain range on
the |daho-Montana border and flows westerly across the state +to
Lewlston where It Jolns the Snake River. The river dralns
approximately 9,640 square miles and ranges In elevation fram
nearly 9,000' msl to 725' msl. There are three major tributaries
to the Clearwater River Including the North Fork, the Middie Fork
which origlnates at the confluence of the Lochsa and Selway rlvers,
and the South Fork. Mean annual discharge for the dralnage from
1960 measured 15,000 cfs with a range of 500 to 177,000 cfs.

The eastern half of the dralnage Is mainly national forest land,
while the western half Is largely private land Including corporate
timber holdings. There Is also a scattering of state land In this
area. The Nez Perce Indian Reservation makes up 13 percent of the
dral nage fram approximately the South Fork Clearwater River to near
Lewiston. Sixty-three miies of the main Cliearwater and 11 mlles of
the South Fork are Included In the Reservation. The entire
dralnage Is part of the native Amerlcan ceded |ands.

Approximately 24 percent of the dralnage In the Selway and portions
of the Lochsa and South Fork Clearwater dralnages are classifled
wliderness. The Middle Fork Clearwater, Including the Lochsa and
Selway rivers, Is part of the national WIid and Scenlc Rlvers
System. There Is same remalning roadless area left In the
Cl earwater drainage that Is not wliderness. Much of thls unaltered
area Is found In the upper North Fork Clearwater River near Kelly
and Wel tas creeks and In the |over Selway.

Flshery habitat ranges from pristine sireams and rivers found In
roadl ess areas and wlliderness areas to heavlily-slited and dredged
waters found In logged, mined, and farmed areas. Road construction
and agrlicul ture are major sources of slltation. The South Fork
Clearwater dralnage has been heavlily Impacted by dredge and placer
mlnlng. Overgrazing has also contributed to loss of Important
riparlan habltat. Fishery potential has been severely reduced In
much of the mpacted areas.

The dralinage supports a myriad of fish and flshing opportunity.
Major species include resldent rainbow and cutthroat trout, bull
trout, whitefish, salmon, and steelhead. There are approximately
400 mountain lakes In the area which support a mixture of
hatchery-supported and naturally reproduclng popul ations of trout
and grayling. Kokanee are the most abundant species found In
Dworshak Reservolr, the only major Impoundment In the dralnage.
Smal Imouth bass are found In Dworshak Reservolr and the main
Cl earwater River.

Fishing opportunity ranges from quallty flisherles with gear and
harvest restrictions on cutthroat trout to high-yleld, consumptive
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B.

fisheries for kokanee. The area also provides angl Ing opportunity
for steel head trout.

There are approximately ten lowland |ekes and reservoirs in the
area that are managed mostly as put-and-take fisheries with
hatchery ralnbow trout. Most of them are productive, but have been
Impacted by heavy slit loads entering from shorellnes and
tributaries. Some of the |akes support warmwater species.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Forest road coonstruction, Intensive farming, and
overgrazing have altered instream flows, Increased sireambed
sil tatlon, ralsed water temperatures, and reduced rlparlan
habitat In the |lawer tributaries to the Clearwater River.

PROGRAMS -~ (1) Work wlth USFS, Nez Perce Tribe, private
landhol ders, and state agencles to minimize further
degradation of riparian and stream habitat. Support BR
plans for proposed stream rehabilitation and Improved
water flows for the Potliatch Rlver. Emphasize to USFS
the Importance of cumuiative Impacts and the tIming of
timber saies In the Lolo Creek dralnage; (2) concentrate
hatchery trout releases In popuiar and easily accessible
streams where returns to the creel can be maximlzed;
(3) continue to look for trout stocks that may be better
sulted to degraded habltat; and (4) evaluate the status
of smallmouth bass populations In the {ower Potlatch
River and recommend enhancement needs.

(2) PROBLEM - Dworshak Reservoir supports an expanding population
of kokanee that attaln i{engths of 16" and welghts of one pound
and provide catch rates of 0.7 fish/hour. Kokanee are a
dynamic specles that can Increase rapidly, reducing thelr
growth to an undesirabie size.

PROGRAMS - (1) Monitor the dynamics of the kokanee
population In the reservoir to assess the relationshlp of
popul ation density and growth; (2) survey anglers
participating In the flshery to determine their catch
success and preferences for a kokanee flshery; (3) manage
the fishery to provide a maximum amount of fishing
opportunity and angler satlisfactlon; and (4) regulate
kokanee population numbers to provide a high yleld
f Ishery while maintaining a |arge average size.

(3) PROBLEM - Dworshak Reservoir supports primarily early-spawning
(August-September) kokanee that are not available to angl ing
after mid-August, It also supports a small population of
| ate=spawning (November-December) kokanee that are availlable
for harvest durlng the month of September. Because of cold
stream temperatures during the fall months and severe wlinter
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pool level reductlons, the reservolr maintalns only a small
population of |ate kokanee.

PROGRAM - Stock late spawning kokanee on a malntenance
basis to provide late summer and fall flshing.

(4) PROBLEM - Dworshak Reservolr Is drafted In the winter as a
flood control measure. Kokanee |osses through the spllliway
and powerhouse can be very high and detrimental to popul ation
stabll I ty.

PROGRAM - Examine aiternatives to reduce excesslive
kokanee |osses Including dam operating procedures and
screening of Intakes.

(5) PROBLEM - The productivity of Dworshak Reservoir has decreased
as the reservoir has aged. It has stablllzed at a moderate
level of productivlity.

PROGRAM - Conduct research to reexamline the | imnology of
the reservolir and relate 1+ to plankton production.
Utilize the Information to assess the capaclty of the
reservolir to support plankton-feeding fish. Look for a
trout stock that has adapted to plankton feeding and Is
capable of natural reproduction. Make recommendations
that are compatible with management of kokanee.

(6) PROBLEM ~ Smallmouth bass populations In Dworshak Reservoir
have decl Ined as the reservolr has aged, |lkely because of
reductions In the redslide shilner population,

PROGRAM - Conduct research to assess the status of
smal Imouth bass and redside shiner populations In the
reservolr, Investigate the feasibll Ity for vegetating
the shoreline within the zone of drawdown to enhance bass
and shiner habl tat.

(7) PROBLEM - Dworshak Reservolr supports kokanese, a major forage
specles that could be managed with a trophy predatar specles.

PROGRAM - Evaluate the feaslibil ity of predator species,
such as fall chinook, bull trout, or Kamloops trout, that
could provide a trophy flshery.

(8) PROBLEM - The Kelly Creek drainage on the North Fork
Clearwater supports a national ly-recognized, qual ity westslope
cutthroat trout fishery managed as catch-and-release +to
malntalin Its unique status. Increased sediment production and
easler access through road construction proposed In +this
fragile dralnage would contribute to the reductlion of the
present flshery. Upper reaches of the dralnage, Including

Cayuse Creek, malntalned at 100 percent of flsh potential, are
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essential to the continued malntenance of the Kelly Creek
cutthroat population and flshery.

PROGRAM -~ Request that USFS keep the Kelly Creek dralnage

roadless. If timber harvest Is authorized, recommend

al ternative harvest techniques to reduce Impacts on ,
streams to malntaln 100 percent of flsh potential,

(9) PROBLEM - Tributaries used by trout for spawning and rearing
are threatened by slitation of streambeds from road -

construction and |ogging activity.

PROGRAMS - (1) Work with USFS on timber sale plans
emphasizing the need for quantitative measurement of
sediment production and assessment of cumulative Impacts
of sediment; and (2) make recommendations that reduce
cumulative Impacts of forest management activities.

(10) PROBLEM - Elk Creek Reservoir 1Is slowly fllling with an

aquatic weed (Ceratophyljum sp.) that Is reduclng flishing
opportuni ty,
PROGRAM - Secure funding for a dredging projJect to deepen
same areas of the reservolr., Increased depth will reduce
potential for weed growth and enhance fishing
opportuni ty,

(11) PROBLEM - Spring Valley Reservolir supports a tremendous amount
of fishing effort that has Impacted soll stablillty around the
shorel Ine, Vehicle parking space Is also very |imited.

PROGRAM - Secure state funds that wilil match federal
dollars for a proposed projJect to stabll ize the shorel ine
of the reservoir and enlarge the parking area.

(12) PROBLEM - Waha, Soldiers Meadow, and Manns |akes support
put-and-take catchable ralnbow trout and | Imited flsherles on
fingerl Ing ralnbow. Water qual ity has been seriously degraded
In the watershed by slitation and excess nutrients eroded from
lands dlsturbed by road construction and agrifcultural

development,

PROGRAMS - (1) Support the Clearwater Economlic
Development Assoclation's plans to Improve the watershed
affecting the lakes; (2) experiment with dlfferent trout
stocks and stocking rates that may be better suited for
providing flisheries from flinger!ing releases; (3) test
Waha Lake for Its ablillity to grow kokanee salmon; and '
(4) evaluate all three lakes for their present status and

potential for warmwater fisherles.

(13) PROBLEM - The Lewiston Levee Ponds support a |Imited warmwater
and catchable rainbow trout flshery but are not fishable for
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most of the summer months because the CE chemlcally treats the
ponds to control pond weed and al gae.

PROGRAMS - (1) Work wlth CE to develop alternatives to
chemical treatment of the ponds; (2) enhance the pond
fisheries emphasizing warmwater species, such as bass,
blueglill, and channel catflsh; and (3) stress the
Importance of providing year-round fIshing.

(14) PROBLEM - Steel head harvest In the Clearwater River Is related
to the success of production at DNFH and the expansion of wild
populations that spawn and rear In the upper reaches of the
drainage. When steel head returns to the Cl earwater are |arge,
hatchery surplus causes heavy fishery participation
oconcentrated between Lewiston and Orofino, which reduces
steel head catchablility. Reduced fishing success Is related to
a harassment factor (largely boats and motors) that lowers the
percent of fish harvested. Also, angler satisfaction can be
reduced by crowding.

PROGRAMS - (1) Maintaln a diverslty of steelhead angl ing
opportunity on the Clearwater River; (2) contlinue with
the program and evaluation of releasing steel head smolts
Into the South Fork Clearwater to distribute flsh and
fishing opportunity above Orofino; (3) meximlze returns
of hatchery fish to the angler whille affording adequate
protection to the wild populations; (4) assess angler
attitudes toward a desired steelhead angling experlience;
and (5) zone the river to reduce confllcts between boat
and bank anglers.

(15) PROBLEM - Spring chinook salmon stocks In the Clearwater Rlver
are at a very low level of abundance. Enhancing those numbers
depends partially on building a Clearwater stock of chinook
that can be expected to return on a sustalned baslis. Often,
to bolster low egg suppl les, sources of lower Columbia Rlver
stocks are tapped that do not have the genetic Integrity for
long returns to the upper Clearwater River.

PROGRAMS - (1) Continue to enhance spring chinook salmon
stocks In the Clearwater River +through hatchery
propagation; and (2) where possible, attempt to malntain
Integrity of unique stocks.

- 80~
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C. Management Direction

Dreinege: Clearwater
Fi shery
Water Milea/Acras Type Classification Speclas Hetchary/Wild Sesson Regul ations Management Di rection
Winchestar Lake /70 coldwater yield rainbow, hatchary general/ice genarsl Stock catchable and fingarling rainbow
cutthroat to maintain catch reta of
0.5 fialhr, Oevelop anhancement
plan for watar quelity and securs
funding.
warmwa tar yiald largemouth base, wild general general Maintain as mixsd warswater/col dwatar
bul Lhead fighary.
Spring Valley /83 coldwater yiald reinbow, hatchery general/ice genarel Stock catchable and fingarling raeinbow
cutthroat to maintein catch rate of
' 0.5 fishr,
=
' warswater yiald largemouth wild genaral general Maintein aa mixed warswater/coldwater
bass fishery. No motors water.
Manne Lake /120 coldwatar yield reainbaw hatchary genaral genaral Stock catchable end fingerling reinbow
to maintein catch rets of
0.5 fisWhr,
warmwstar yield Llergemouth wild genereal general Maintain se mixad warswatar/coldwatar
baes, fighery. No motors wetear.
creppie
Weha Leke /80 coldeeter yisld reinbow, hatchery ysar-round gensrel Stock catchasble and fingerling rei nbow
kokanee to meintein catch rate of 0.5 fislhr.
Eveluats kokanee introductions.
Soldiers Maadow /120 coldwetar yiald reinbaw hatchery genaral/{ce generel Stock reinbaw a5 neaded to maintein
Reservoi r catch rete of 0.5 fish/hr,
Moose Creek /70 coldweter yield rainbow, hetchery general/ice generel Stock catcheble reinbaw to maintein
Resarvoi r brook trout

mman‘
-

catch rete of 0.5 fish/hr.
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Drainage: Clearwater
7 F shary
Water Milea/Acres Type Clessification Spacies Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management Di rection
Mooee Creak warmmeter yisld Llargmmouth wild general general Monitor Llergemouth bese, crappie, and
Resarvalr bessa, bluegill populations. No motors weter.
[continued) bluegill,
bul Lhead,
crappie
Elk Cresk /81 coldwater yield rainbow, hatchary yesarround general Stock catchable reinbow to maintein
Reservoir brook trout catch rats of 0.5 fishWhr.
warmmater yield emallmauth bass wild yeesr-round genarsl Introduce smal lmguth bess. Oredge
reservoir to anhenca fishing
& oppartuni ty.
nN
]
Dworshak /14775 coldwatar yieald ko kanee, hatcheary/wild year-round genersl Maintain a mix of early and late
Resarvolr rai nbow, spawning kokanes that will provide
Dea to Granded cutthroat, 16* figh at catch rates of
Bridge bull trout, 0.7 fish/hr, Eveluate trout streins
whitefish, suited for the reservolr. Conaidar
northern plke diffarant trout orsalmon specias for
providing a trophy fishery. Stock
catchable and fingerling reinbow to
maintein catch rates of 0.5 fislhr,
warmwetar yisld emellmouth bass wild yesar-round genarsl Enhence emellmouth base fishery through
regul stion or snhanced forage
praduction
E€randed Bridge /1642  coldwetar preservation cutthroat, hetchery/wild special special Season closes /10 to protect cutthrost
to and of slack raf nbow, trout thet move down from upper
water ko kanee, tributerias in tha fall. Trout Limit
bull trout, restricted to pratect cutthroat
whitefish population.
Campball's Pond /7 coldwater yield reinbow, hetchery generst/{ce gerereal Stock catchable rainbow to meintain
brook trout catch rate of 0.5 fistvhr,
Robinson's Pond /2 coldwster yield reainbow hetchery general general Stock catcheble rainbow.

R ANA 9FR R



Drainage: Clearwater
H shery
Water Milea/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Ragul ati ons Management Di raction
Lewi ston Leves /12  coldwater yiald reinbow hatchery ysar-round genersl Stock catchable rainbow in Lata fall
Ponds or winter.
warmstar yisld Llargamouth bass, wild ysesr-round genaral Stock lLargemouth beas, bluegill, and
bluegill, channel catfish. Experiment with
channal catfish biologicel wead control,
Fish Lake /117  coldwater quelity cutthroat, wild apsci sl gensral Restrict season to protact outlet
(Cedera) bull trout spewning cutthroat.
Staap Lake /6 coldwater quality golden trout wild speci sl gensral Restrict ssason to protect spewning
golden trout,
Othar elpine /430D coldwatear yisld cutthroat, hatchary/wild genersl general Put-and—-grow with asslmonid fry to
Lekes rai nbow, provide variety of spacies in
brook trout, backcountry ersss. Stock every third
do bull trout, ysar to meintein catch retae of
w golden trout, 0.5~1.0 fie/hr. Reduce or cease
grayling stocking of Lakes with netural
reproduction. Stock only westslope
cutthroat in Lakss that drain into the
Solway and upper North Fork of the
Cl sarwater River,
Hoodoo Leke /50 ooldwster yisld cutthroat, wild year-round general Provide additional fishing opportunity
brook trout in the Powell eress.
Whi te Bands Pond /3 coldwater ylald reinbow hatchary ysar-round genarel Provida additional fishing opportunity
in the Powell ares.
Mainstem 75/3226 emadromous yield steelhesad hatchery/wild speci sl special Maintein diversity of engling
Clesrweter opportunity end maximize returne of
hatchery fish tc engler. When runs are
low, provide fiehing opportunity
through geer and limit restrictions.
BBAD3 96BR
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Dreinage: ClLearwater
Fishery o
Water Milea/Acres Typs Cleseificetion Species Hatcher!/'ild Season Regul ations Management Df rection
Hainatem smedromous  preservation chinook hetchery closad closed Aesstors apring chincok papuletions.
Clearwater
(cantinued)
coldwater ylaid rai nbow, hatchery/wiltd yesar-round genaral Evaluats trout streina sufted for Large
cutthroat, river habitat, Allow saltvsge fishery
bull trout, for kokanee Lost through Dworshek Dam.
nhitefish,
kokanee
wamwater yisld smalilmouth bass wild year-round psrmaretl Meintain wermweter fishery.
Potlatch River 11/33 warsmater ylald @mallmouth hatchery/wild yesr-round generel Met ntain wermwater fishery, stock
and tributaries base, catchable rafnbow, and sveluats trout
from mouth to reinbow suited for Potlatch River.
Bear Cresk
]
_°§ coldweter yisld rainbow, hatchery/wild spaciat genarel Support BR plans for stresm
' braak trout rehebilitation and flow sugmantation
project in Potlatch drainage to enhance
fish habitat,
Lolo Cresk end 86/166 anadramous presarvation steslhead, hatchery/wild cloead Stock steslhesd fry, moalts, and
tributeries chinook surplus Dworshek adults into Lolo
Creek to snhance populations, 8tock
chinook salmon fry or molts into Lolo
Creek.
coldwater yisld reinbow, hetchery/wild genaral genarel Stock hatchery catchebles to maintain
cutthroat, catch rates of 0.5 fish/hr,
whitefieh, Msintein or improve habitat quality,

BOAD3 968R
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Dreinage: Clearwater
______ Fi shery o N | ) ]
Water Miles/Acres Type Clessification Spscies Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Henagemsnt D1 rection
Other Clesrwster 283/454 anadramous preservation steelhead hatchery/wild closed clossd Stock stealhead fry or mmolts.
River tributaries
coldwater yield reinbow, hatchery/wild general genaral Mointain or improve presant habitat
cutthroet, quality., 8tock catchabls rainbow in
whitefish, tributaries to maintain catch rate of
brook trout 0.5 fisivhr,
Middle Fork 23/552 snadramoua preservation staelhead, hetchery/wild closed closad Reators steelhsad and chincok runa by
Clearwater chi nook relesaing hatchary juaniles,
60 coldwater yield reafnbow, hatchery/wild genaral gsnaral Stock with catchable rainbow es needed
‘I"' cutthroat to meximiza return to cresl.
Claar Cresk, mouth 1/3 enadromoue pressrvation chinook, hatchary/wild closed closed Closura to protact adult steselhead end
upetreas to staelhead chinook to KNFH,.
300' above weir st
Kooakia Nstfonal
Fish Hatchery [KNFH)
coldwater rai nbow, witd closed closad (Sema sa abovs.)
bull trout,
cutthroat
Other MiddiLe a2/18 anadramous presarvation steelhead hatcherywild closed closed
Fork tributaries
coldwater yisld rafnbow, wild general general Maintain or improve prassnt habitat
cutthroat, quality for providing wild production

BBAD396BR

brook trout
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Drainage: South Fork Clearwatesr
— Fishary
Water Milen/Acres Type Claceification Spacias Hetchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management D rection
Msingtream South 30/240 emadramous pressrvetion eteslhead hetcherywild closed closed Provide s steslhead fishery,
Fork Cleerwater,
mouth to Hungry
Ridge Road bridge
(¥ 18)
coldwater yiald refnbow hatchary general general Stock with catchesble rainbow to
maintain catch rate of 0.5 fistvhr,
coldeater yleld whitefish wild special genarsl Wintar fishery tc harvest
under—expl of ted whitef ish popul ation.
' wermsater yiald =mellmouth bass wild gensral generel Meintein aa mixed wermmeter/coldeater
83 fighery.
1
Hungry Ridge Road 35/280 aenadromous praeservation eteelhead, hatchery/wild cloeed cloeed Season closes 910 to protect
bridge to Red River/ chinaok cutthrost, Jjuvsnile steslhead, snd
American River chinook which move domn from upper
confluence tributaries in the fatl,
coldes ter yield reinbow, heatchery’wild spacisl spacial Stock with cetchable reinbow to
cutthrost, meintein catch rate of 0.5 fish/hr,
bull trout
coldwater yisld whitefish wild epaciel general Winter fishery to harvest
under-axploi tad whitefish population.
Meadow Creek end 15/30 enadromous pressrvation steslhead hetchery/wild cloead closed Plent eysd ateslhead eagge from DNFH
tributaries into Meedow Crsek incubation channel to
oid restorstion of steelhesd run,
col dwater ylield rainbow, wild genereal genarel Maintein or improve presant habitat
whitef ish, quality for providing wild preduction
butt trout, at maximum potential.
cutthroat, :

BBAD3BEBR
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Drainage:

South Fork Clearwatar

]
o]
~

]

Fishery
Water Miles/Acres Type  Clessification Spscies Hatchery/Wild Sesson  Regulations __ Management Di rection
Tan Mila Cresk 20/40 smedramous pressrvation steelhsad, hatcharywild closed closed Reatore ateslhesd and chinook runs
and tributaries chinook into south fork drsfnege.
coldwatar yiald reinbow, wild genaral genaral Maintain pressnt habitat quality,
cutthroat, Manage for wild trout in unrcaded
bull trout, arase, Restrict mining within the high
whitef ish watar mark of Tan Mile Creak,
Newaome Cresk and 164281 smedramous preservation eteelhead, hatcherywild closed closed Restors ateslhesd and chinook rune.
tributarias, chinook UtiLize hetching channels and rearing
Crooked River and ponds ss upriver stocks become
tributariea, and availsble,
Red River and
tributaries
coldwater yisld reinbow, hatchery/wild gensral general 8tock with catchebla rainbow to
whi tef{eh, maintain catch reta of 0.5 fisvhr,
bull trout, Closs Red River snd tributariea sbove
cutthroat, Moase Butte Creek Road from 7/10 to
brook trout 8/15 to protect spawning chinook.
Other South Fork 114/120 enadramous pressrvation steelhesd hetcherywild closed closad Restore staslhsad runs into South Fork
Clearweter dreinage by stocking sslected
tributeries tributaries,
coldwater yield reinbow, wild genaral general Maintein or improve present habitat
cutthrost, quelity,
bull trout,
brook trout,
whitef ish
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Drainaga: North Fork Clearwater

' ) .

Fshary
Water Miles/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild  Sesson Regulations  Mansgement Direction
North Fork from 1.4/256 asmadromous troply steslhead hatchery spacial apacial Maximize returns of hatchary steselhead
Ahsshka Highwey to the angler with maximim surpluses
bridge upstream to returning to tha hetchary.
within 100 yards
of Dworshak Dam
col dewater yisld reinbow, hatchery/wild yesr round gonerel Maintain yleld fishery and sllaw

cutthroat, astvage fishery for kokanes that are

whitaf igh, lost through the dam during high spill

kokanae periods,
Dwor shak 60/60 coldmater yiald rainbow, wild speci al generat Maintein or improve pressnt hebitat.
tributaries cutthroat, Allow addi tionsl fishing cpportunity
belaow Dant bull trout, for the month of Mey.
Bridge brook trout,

whitef 1gh
Dworahek 116/81 coldmeter yleld rainbow, wild genersl general Maintein or improve presant hebitat,
tributsrice cutthrost, Manege for wild trout {n unroaded
sbove Dant bull trout, arees.
Bridge brook trout,

whitefish
Breakfast Creak, 69271 coldwater presarvation  whitef ish, wild special speciel Ctoss ssesson 8/10 to protect cutthroat
Little North Fork cutthroat, trout, Trout Limit {8 restrictad.
Clearweter, end ra&i nbow,
tributeries bull trout
from mouth to
Foshle Creek

coldeatar preservation kokanee wild closad cl osad Maintsin cloeurs to protect spemning

BSAD386BR

kokanee,



Dreinage: North Fork Clesrwater

Fishery » _ o
Watsr Miles/Acres Type Clessificetion 8pscies Hatchary/Wild Season Regul ations Management Di rection
Little North 56/66 coldwater yisld cutthroat, wild general general Maintein pressnt habitat. Mansge
Fork Clesrwater raf nbow, for wild trout in unroaded sraas,
upstress fram and bull trout,
including Foshls whitef ieh
Creek
North Fork 3@7/589 coldmater presarvation cutthroat, wild speci al spacial Harvest ssason cloees 8/10 to protsct
Clsarwatar from rainbow, cutthroat trout, Trout Limit
slack water tn bull trout, restrictad, wintar whitefish fishary.
Dworsheak Resarvoir whitefieh, Catch-and-relsase fishing from &/11 to
upstresm, including brook trout 10/16.
all tributaries,
axcept Kelly, Laks,
and Steep creeks
o'o coldwatar praservation kokanes wild closed cl oeed Maintein cloaure to protact spawning
e ko kanes.
Kelly Creak and 119745 coldwater quality cutthroat, wild general speciel Quelity wild trout water with gear and
tributaries ref nbow , limit restriction. Support roadless
bull trout, statue for remeining watershed.
whitafish
coldwater preservetion kokense wild clossd cl osed Maintein closure to protect spewning
ko kanee.

Leks Creak and &26 coldwater preservation cutthroat, wild spacieal special Sesson closes 9/10 to protect cutthroat
tributaries from raf nbow, trout. Trout Limit restricted.
mouth to end bull trout

including Goose
Creek

BYAD3YEBR
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Drainage: North Fork Clearwater

, ’ .

Fishery
Water Miles/Acres Typs  Classification Species Hatchery/Wild _ Season Regulations _ Management Direction
Lake Creek and 8/12 coldwater pressrvation cutthroat, wild spaci al specisl  Sesson opens &1 to protect outlst
tributaries ral nbow, spawning cutthroat population from Fish
from Goose Creek bull trout Leke. Trout Limit restricted.
to Fish Lske,
including
tributaries
Steep Creek /8 coldwater preearvetion rainbow, wild epecial special Season opens 8/1 to protect spewning
golden trout, populatione of golden trout from Steep
cutthroat Lake. Trout Limit restricted.
i
3
]

BBAD396BR



Dreinsge: Lochsa

Fi shery ‘
Water Miles/Acres Typs  Clessification Spacies Hatchery/Wild  Seeson Regulations __ Management Direction
Main stem Lochsas 27/488 aesmadramous preservation steelhead, hatchary/wild closed closed Restore upriver salmon and steelhsed
Aiver, mouth to chinook runa,
Wildernass Gatamey
bridge [MP 123)
coldwater yiald rainbow, hatchery/wild spacial genersl Season closes 8/10 to protect cutthroat,
cutthrost, Juvenile steslhead, and chinook. Stock
bull trout with cetchsble rainbow to meintain catch
rate of 0.5 fialvhr,
colduater yiald whitefish wild special general Winter fishery to harvest
under~expl ol ted whitefish populetion,
Wildernsss Gateway 44/782 aesnedramoue pressrvation steslheed, hatchery/wild closed closad Restore staslhead and chinook runs,
bridge to Crooked chinook
Fork/Mhi te Sand
Creak confluence
and Crooked Fork
Craek from mouth to )
Brushy Fork Creek
Crooked Fork Creak 65/242 anadromous preservation staslhead, hatchary/wild closed closad Restors steslhesad and chinook runs.
and tributeries chi nook Support roadlese status for remaining
(sbove Brushy Fork White Sand Cresk watarshed to protact
Creek] end Whi te critical chinook habitat.
Send Creek and
tributaries coldwater yield cutthroat, wild generel general Maintain or imporve presant hebitat
rainbow, quelity, Manage for wild trout in
bull trout, unrcaded esrsas,
whitefish
BIAD3S6BR




Dreinage: Lochss
L N— ,
Water Miles/Acres Type Classification Bpecies Hatchery/Wild Season Regulations Managemant Di rection
Othar Lachss 281/510 ansdramoue prassrvation steelheed hatchery/wild cloesd cloeed Restore steelhead runs by stocking
Rivar tributaries selected tributeries with hatchery
tncluding Fish juveniles. Support roedlase statue far
Crasak remsining Fish Cresk wetsrshed to
protect criticel steelhssd habitat.
coldester yisld reinbow, wild genersl general Msintasin or improve pressnt habitat
cutthrost, quelity,
bull trous,
'h‘t."‘l'
brook trout
©
N
]
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Drainege: Selwey
Fl shery
Water Miles/Acras  Type Classification Spscies Hatchery/Wild Season Regul stfons Management Di raction
Main stem Selway 20/480 aenadramous preservation staslhead wild closad cloesd Maintain netiva cleaiwater gens pool.
River, mouth to No hetchery stocking.
Selway Falls
cable car
chinook hatchery/wild cl osed clossd Restore chinook run in Selway by
stocking with upriver stocks.
col deater ylield rasinbow, hatchery/wild genarel generel Stock with catchable rainbow to
cutthroat, meintain catch rates of 0.5 fish/hr.
bull trout
coldwater ylald whitefish wild speciel general Provide axtra angling opportunity to
' harvest under-axplofited whitefish
8 popul ation.
1
Msedaw Creesk 71/1704 asnadramous preservetion steslheed wild clossd closad Maintsin netive Clearwater gene pool.
bridge upstream No hatchery stocking.
chincok hetchary/wild clossed closed Restore chinook run in Selway by
releasing smolts or planting eyed eggs
in hatching chennel es upriver stocks
become aveilablea.
col dwater quel ity rainbow, wild generel speciel Quelity wild trout water managed with
bul l trout, gear and Limit restrictions.
whitefish

BBAD3 868




C @ @
Dratnage: Selway
Fishery
Water Milas/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/"ild ~ Season Regul ati ons Manspemaent Dt rection
Meadow, Moose, 312/1002 emmdramous preservation steelhead wild closed closed Maintesin netive Cleamwater gasns pool.
Bear, Rwnning,
& Whits Cap
cresks
chinook hatchery/wild closed clossd Restora chinook in Selway by stocking
fry or smolts if upriver stocks become
avatlable. Support roadless status for
remeining Meadam Creek end upper Running
Creek to protect sssantisl chinook snd
steslhead habi tat,
Qther Selway 346/5692 asmadramous proservation steelhead wild closed closed Meintain mtive Clesrwter geme pool.
tributaries
i
f coldwater yisld cutthroat, wild ganarsl genaral Maintain pressnt habitat quality.
' rainbow,
bull trout,
brook trout,
whitaf ish

BBADIOEBR
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7. SNAKE RIVER AND MINOR
TRIBUTARIES - IDAHO-WASH INSTON BORDER TO HELLS CANYON DAM

Overv lew

The portion of the Snake River from the I|daho~Washington border at
Lewiston upstream to Hells Canyon Dam Is 108 miles In length, The
sectlon fram the Washlngton-Oregon border to Hells Canyon Dam flows
through the deepest gorge iIn the United States In the Hells Canyon
National Recreation Area, Forty miles of the river from the
Washington-Oregon border to Big Canyon Creek (s designated a
Pscenic" river under the Wild and Scenic Rivers System, and the
remalning upper 32 miles Is classifled as "wiid."™ Both the Idaho
and Oregon slides of the river In the upper portions of the
recreation area are bounded by wil derness.

River flows are controlled by Hells Canyon Dam and upstream
storage. Dally water levels can fluctuate vertically 3-4' below
Hells Canyon Dam. Qual ity of water psssing through the canyon has
improved substantially since the creation of +the upriver
impoundments. The reservolirs act as sett| ing basins that enhance
water qual Ity. Recreational use of the river from Hells Canyon Dam
to Lewiston Is very high,

The lower portion of the river near Lewlston Is Impounded by Lower
Granite Dam which lles 40 miles below Lewlston, The reservolr
extends above the towns of Lewliston and Clarkston, making the area
an Inland seaport,

The Snake River from Lewliston to the mouth of the Salmon River is
the migration corridor for adult and Juvenile anadromous filsh
moving to and from the Salmon River., Spring, summer, and fall
chinook salmon and steel head trout pass through this reach of the
river., There Is a remnant run of fall chlinook that spawn In the
main stem of the Snake River above the mouth of the Salmon River.
Wild steelhead using this reach are predominantly produced In the
Imnaha River which enters fram the Oregon side.

Major game flIsh species found iIn the river include smal Imouth bass,

‘channel and flathead catfish, black crapple, white sturgeon, and

ral nbow trout. The rainbow fishery Is primarily supported by
malntenance stocking. The present sturgeon fishery 1Is
nonconsumptive because of depressed popul atlons. Sturgeon ranging
to 9! have been caught In recent years,

The small tributaries In this reach of the Snake River drain from
high forested areas through break lands to arid bottams before
entering the river. Many streams have a very steep gradient and
are accessible to steelhead only In the lower reaches. The upper
reaches of some of the larger streams, such as Granite and Sheep
creeks, support populations of resident ralnbow, cutthroat, and
bul | trout.

- 05 -
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PROBLEM - Hel!s Canyon Dam can fluctuate daily water levels In
the Snake RlIver below the dam 3~4 vertical feet. These
variations In water level negatively Impact spawning success

PROGRAM ~ Work with Idaho Power Company and federal
regulatory agencies to minimize flow fluctuations from
Hells Canyon Dam to l|essen the Impact of water level
changes on spawning populations of game fish, Conduct
research on the status and spawning ecology of game flish
In the Snake River wlth emphasis on smalimouth bass and

B. Problems and Programs
(1)
of fish In the canyon.
fall chinook.
(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

BOAD385BR

PROBLEM - Little Is known about the status and ecology of
channel catfish In the Snake River below Hells Canyon Dam,

PROGRAM - Conduct research to evaluate the status of
channel catfish In the river In conjunction with trout,
sturgeon, and smal Imouth bass research.

PROBLEM - White sturgeon have been regulated as a
nonconsumptive (catch-and-release) flishery since 1970 because
of depressed populations, Noncampliance with regulations may
be Impacting popul ations through il!egal harvest.

PROGRAM -~ Continue research I[nto the status of white
sturgeon In the Snake River to assess early |life
history. Relate the significance of Iillegal harvest to
popul atlon mal ntenancs.

PROBLEM - Lower Granite Dam Impounded water Into the
confluence area of the Snake and Clearwater rivers near
Lewlston, Additlonal water area was created that has
potential for enhancing warmwater flsh specles.

PROGRAM - Develop a program for enhancing warmwater fish
habitat In the Lower Granite Reservolir portion of the
Snake and Clearwater rivers. Work with CE to assicst with
construction and placement of habltat structures.

PROBLEM - Addltional dams are often proposed for the Snake
River above Lewlston. Any more Impoundments In the Snake
River system would serlously jJeopardize, If not el iminate,
anadromous fish migrating to and from the Salmon River and the
Snake River above the mouth of the Salmon. Reslident species,
such as white sturgeon, would also be seriously Impacted.

PROGRAM - Oppose any conslideration for the construction
of additional dams In the Snake River above Lew!lston.

- 06 -




’ (6) PROBLEM - High splll rates at Hells Canyon Dam create nitrogen
supersaturation, and gas bubble dlsease affects game flsh,

PROGRAM - Work wlth Idaho Power Company to reduce gas
supersaturation,

(7) PROBLEM - Access to the Idaho side of Hells Canyon Is |imlted
by rugged terrain, |Imiting participation In fisheries below
Hel | s Canyon Dam.

PROGRAM - Encourage the USFS to construct rliverslide trafll
access below Hells Canyon Dam.

-97 -
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C. Management Dt rection

Drainage: Snake River — Idaho-Washington Border to Halls Canyon Dem
- Flohery 3
Water Mileg/Acres Type Clascification Spacies Hatchery/Wild  Season Regul ations Managesment Di rection
From Weshington 18¥/4847 asmdramous yield steelhead hatchery/wild spectal speciel Enhance steslhesad fishing opportunity
border to Hells with stealhsad smolt relesses in Snake
Canyon Dam, River. Coordinate sll mansgemsnt snd
including regulations with adjoining stetes.
smollar
tributaries
snadramous preservetion chinook ~hatchery closed cl osad Restore epring and fell chinook in Snaka
River with hatchery production,
wermwater ylald amallmouth baass, wild year-round genarel Mai ntain and anhance warmwater f1ishery,
'.'o crappie, Agesees popul etion for possible
C'IO channel catfish, regulation change to increese méan
fletheed catfish Length of fish.
coldwater yisld rainbow, wild/hatchary yesr-round general Releass an appropriats stock of
whitafish hatchery rainbow fingerlings in Hells
Canyon to provide 14"-18" rainbow with
catch rates of 1.0 fish/hr,
col dvater presarvation eturgeon wild year-round spectal Maintein fishery ss nonconswmptive until
rassarch indicates fish can be
harvested.
Alpine lakes /82 coldwster yisld reainbow, wild/hatchery ganersl general Stock lskee having sufficient maturel
cutthrost, repraoduction with trout fry every third

brook trout

yeer,
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A.

8. SALMON RIVER DRAINAGE - MOUTH TO HORSE CREEK

Overv lew

Horse Creek enters the Salmon River from the north slide of the
river 187 miles upstream from the confluence of the Salmon and
Snake rivers. Thls reach of river Is the maln travel way for
upstream and downstream migrating saimon and stee|head. It
supports a myriad of recreational opportunities Including rafting,
Jet boating, and steelhead flshing. There Is also flshing
opportunity for ralnbow trout, cutthroat trout, bull trout, and
smal Imouth bass. Sturgeon are present In this reach of the river.
Portions of the Salmon River between the mouth and Horse Creek are
roadless and protected by wllderness and wlld river status. The
upper segment dralns parts of the central Idaho and Gospel-Hump
wil derness areas.

The 53-mile section of river from the mouth to Hammer Creek Is
under conslderation for classiflication In the Wild and Scenlc
Rivers System. Thls reach of river has | imited access and provides
for a quallty steeihead fishing opportunity. White water boating
Is Increasing In popularity. The Central Idaho Wllderness Act of
1980 prohlbits mining activity In this river stretch.

The section of river from Hammer Creek to Long Tom Bar Is heavlily
accessed. Highway 95 parallels 30 mlles of the river from
Whiteblrd upstream to Riggins. The river from Rigglns upstream to
Long Tom Bar 1Is bounded by a secondary road. In 1984,
approximately 20 percent of the steelhead flshing effort occurred
In this 60-mlie reach of river,

There are 74 mlles of unroaded river between Long Tom Bar and Horse
Creek. This reach of river has |Imited access and s classiflied
"wlld" under the Wild and Scenlc Rlvers System, I+ supports an
expanding use of jet boat traffic directed toward fall and spring
steel head flIshing. Most of the commercial fishing outfltter
services occur In this area.

There are no signiflicant Impoundments within the Salmon River
dralnage. The Integrity of the drainage, including the diversity
of flshing and recreational opportunity, Is dependent on a
free-flowing river,

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Bargamin Creek, a frlbutary to the maln Salmon River
29 miles below Horse Creek, Is an Important producer of wild
steel head trout. There are few dralnages of simllar slze and
qual Ity entering the Salmon RlIver between the South Fork
Salmon and Horse GCreek. Presently, the dralnage has had
minimal Impact from road construction and maintains excellent

wvater quallty, Future logging activity and road bullding
-99 -
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could, through Increased sediment production, severely reduce
the potential of the drainage to produce steelhead.

PROGRAM - Support the USFS draft Nez Perce Forest plan to
Iinclude the remaining Bargamin Creek drainage as a
roadl ess prescription. .

(2) PROBLEM - Development of the |ower 53-mile reach of the Salmon
River from Hammer Creek to the mouth would decrease Its
recreational and fishery resource value.

PROGRAM - Support Inclusion of the lower 53-mile stretch
of the Salmon River from the mouth to Hammer Creek into
the Wild and Scenic Rivers System, designated as a
"scenic" river. Support withdrawal for mineral entry.

(3) PROBLEM - Plans for small hydropower development on
tributaries are steadily Increasing and have the potential to
negatively Impact fish populations In these tributaries.

PROGRAM - Work with the developers and federal and other
state agencles to ensure adequate criteria for plant
design and maintenance flow requirements, Support a
consol Idated approach to projects that are concentrating
In drainage systems. Reject plans that would Impact key
anadromous spawning or migration corridors, such as the
Little Salmon River at the mouth of Rapid River and Rapid
River below the salmon hatchery.

(4) PROBLEM - There are Insufficient data avallable on the status
of the white sturgeon population in the malin Salmon River.

PROGRAM - Determine the status of the white sturgeon
population In the main Salmon River. Develop campatible
management plans and regulations with Washington and
Oregon.

(5) PROBLEM - An Isolated population of rainbow trout exists In
Five Mile Creek. Genetic analyses shows these fish to be
unlque from any other stocks of rainbow or steel head presently

known.

PROGRAM - Conduct a survey on thils population to

determine range and population size and structure. N
Develop a plan to address the future direction for

managing this population.

(6) PROBLEM - There Is Insufficlient knowledge about movements, ’
staging, timing, and recatch rates of wild steelhead stocks In
the Salmon River canyon.

PROGRAM - Investigate these factors with the assistance
of selected outfitters and guldes.

=100~
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PROBLEM - Adequate data on steelhead harvest catch rates,
population structure, participation, etc., has historically

been difficult to obtain and has been lacking In the area
between Vinegar Creek and Corn Creek.

PROGRAM - Monitor this fishery with the use of jet

boats, Involve outfitters and guldes to asslst In data
gathering.
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C. Manegement Direction

Drainage: Balmon River - Mouth to Horse Creek
_ : Hrdlery 7 7
Water Miles/Acres Typs Clescification SGpecies Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management Di rection
From mouth to 365/3310 anadramous yisld steelhead hatchery/wild special apecial Enhence steslhsad fishing opportunity
Little Salmon with smolt relassses into Salmon River.
including
tributaries
(except Little
Salmon River)
anadromous pressrvation chinook hatchery/wild closed closed Restore spring chinook popul ations in
Lowar Selmon River to Levels sllowing &
consumptive fishery with hatchery
production. Support legislation thet
,'_. would permanantly designate the Lower
S Selmon Rivar from Hemmer Creek to the
! mouth as a scenic river,
coldwater yisld reinbow, hatchery/wild yessr-round general Stock tha meinstem and sccessible
bull trout, tributeries of tha lower
cutthroat, Selmon River with hatchary reinbow
whitefish of en approprista stock.
coldwester perservation sturgeon wild ysar-round speciel Msintein fishary 8s nonconsumptive until
ressarch indicatee fish can be
harvestad.
woarmwater yisld emalimouth bass wild yssr-round genereal Ascess status of smealimouth bass
popul ation for poesibla regul etion
chenge to erhence mesn length of fish,
From Little 366/1810 enadromous yisld steelhead hatchery/wild special speciel Enhance steelhead fishing 6pportun1ty

Salmon River
to Horse Creek
including
tributsrtee

BOAD3YEBR

with smolt relsasses into the Selmon
River.



Drainage: Salmon River — Mouth to Horse Creck
Fishery

Weter Miles/Acres Typse  Clessification Spscies Hatchery/Wild  Sesson  Regulations _ Management Direction

From Little anadramous preservation chinook hatchery/wild closad closed Restore spring chinook populations to

Salmon River levels allawing & consumptive fisheary

to Horse Crsek with hatchery production. Support

including roadless status for the remaining
tributaries Bargemin Cresek watershed to protect

[conti nued) critical steelhead spawning snd rsaring

heabitat.
col dwater yisld rainbow, wild year-round genaral Maintain or fmprove present habitat
bull trout, qual ity.
cutthroat,
whitef ish
. coldweter preservetion sturgeon wild ysar-round special Maintain fishery as nonconsumptive until
E rasearch indicates fish can be
b harvaested.
Five Mile Crask col dewater presarvation reinbow wild genarsl genarsl Develop & menagement plan for this
uniqua strein of raf nbow—steel head.
Access the range end stetus of
population. Allow no degraedation of
habf tat or populstion until plen is
compl eted.

Alpine Lakes §0/500 coldwater yisld rainbow, hatchery/wild gensral genersl Maintain 8 variety of sizss and speciss
cutthroat, in elpine Lekes with serfal stocking of
brook trout, fry. Most lekes will be stocked with
gray ling, rainbow or cutthrost on s 3-year

BBAD3S6BR
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rotetion to maintein catch retas of
1.0 fish/hr,
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9. LITTLE SALMON RIVER DRAINAGE

A. OQOverview

The Little Salmon River heads In the Meadows Valley In Adams County
and flows nortlward to I+s confluence with the Salmon River at
Rigglns. Major dtributaries Include Goose GCreek, Hazard Creek,
Boul der Creek, and Raplid River. Major lakes and reservolirs include
Fish (Mud) Lake, Goose Lake, Brundage Reservolir, and Hazard Lake.
The dralnage area Is 516 square miles and Includes elevations from
1,760!' msl at the mouth to 9,000' in the Seven Devils Mountalns and
Hazard Creek drainages. Discharge at Riggins averages 854 cfs with
extremes of 98 cfs to 12,600 cfs recorded in the past ten years,
As a relatively short, deep dralinage with no significant storage
reservoirs, the Little Saimon Is subject to annual high spring
runoff and perlodic floods.

Most of the dralinage [s forest lands, Including wilderness and
unroaded areas., There are 15,300 acres of Irrigated agricultural
|l ands, primariiy hay meadows and pastures, In the dralnage.

The Little Salmon River drainage from its mouth to and Including
Hazard Creek supports spring chinook salmon, steelhead +trout,
rainbow frout, cutthroat frout, bull frout, brook +rout, mountain
whitef Ish, and nongame species. From Hazard Creek to Round Valley
Creek, cascades prevent anadromous flsh speclies from further
upstream migration. Above Round Valley Creek, Littie Salmon River
Is a low gradient, meandering stream with high gradient
tributaries.

The Rapld River drainage Is extremely Important +o Idaho's
anadromous flish popuiations. Not only does it provide
critical ly-needed spawning and rearing habltat for natural
reproduction, but [+ also supplies high qual i1ty water for the |daho
Power Company Circle C (Rapld River) Hatchery. This hatchery
returns a fishable surplus of adult chinook saimon in some years
and also provides excess eggs for enhancing saimon popul ations
ol sewhere In the Snake River dralnage Including Oregon. Federal
legisiation protects the Rapld River drainage from undue habitat
degradation,

Fish Lake |les on a headwater tributary southeast of New Meadows.
The Department owns the dam and most of the reservoir and has
developed a brood stock of westsliope cutthroat for egg-taking
purposes. The westsliope cutthroat Is the native cutthroat for many
Idaho waters and egg avallabil Ity Is scarce. In 1984, 350,000 eggs
were taken from 400 females, and we expect the egq take to be
upwards of 500,000 eggs when the year classes fil| out.

Goose and Hazard lakes are very popular recreation areas and
provide fishing opportunity In high elevation settings for many
angl ers.

~104-
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High mountain lakes In the Little Saimon drainage provide anglers
with a varliety of fishing opportunity. Rainbow trout, cutthroat
trout, ralnbow-cutthroat hybrids, and brook trout are abundant.
The Department aerially stocks about 45 lakes on a three-year
rotation basis.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Chinook salmon stocks In the Snake River system are
severely depressed and are In need of hatchery production to
restore them to former levels of abundance. Pristine
enviromments, such as the Rapid River drainage, capable of
producing exce!lent water quallity and superior spawning and
rearing habitat are In short supply.

PROGRAM - The Rapid River chinook salmon hatchery has
proven Its abllity to return adult salmon and its overall
Importance to produce saimon desperately needed for
statewide enhancement. We wlll work with USFS +to
maintaln the Integrity of the Rapid River drainage for
producing high qual ity water and preserving spawning and
rearing habltat.

(2) PROBLEM - Chinook salmon spawners are vulnerable to harvest
and are In short supply In recent years.

PROGRAM - Develop plan with Nez Perce Indian tribe to
ensure sufficlent egg take to meet hatchery and
restoration needs. Conduct educational and enforcement
programs as necessary.

(3) PROBLEM - Sultable steelhead habitat In the Little Salmon
River and tributaries Is under-stocked.

PROGRAMS - (1) Stock sultable habitat with fry, smolts,
or unspawned adult steelhead; (2) work with USFS +to
remove migration barriers; and (3) preserve or enhance
steel head habitat.

(4) PROBLEM - Steelhead and salmon hablitat |Is +threatened by
mul tiple small hydropower development.

PROGRAM - (1) Encourage cumulative Impact analysis for

all known hydro projects, and (2) oppose any projects
which resuit In hablitat |losses or degradation.

-105-
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C. Manegement Direction

Drainage; Little Selmon River
Flshary | | | |
Watar Miles/Acres Type Classificetion Species Hatchery/Wild Seasan Regut at{ons Management Di raction
Littis Selmon 104/78 esmdramoous preservsetion chinook hatchery/wild cloeed cloead Allow for required ascapement of spring
River & chinocok to Aepid River Hatchery.
tributaries,
mouth to Round
Velley Creek
anadromous praservation eteslhead hetchery/witd closed closad Enhance steslhead populations 1n
selected tributeries through mmolt
relesses.
col dwater yliald reinbow, hatchery'wild genarsl genersl Stock catcheble reinbow trout in roaded
. brook trout, sactions to praovide e catch rete of
= bull trout, 0.5 fish/hr, Maintain existing
<l7n whitef {sh, popul etione of wild geme fish epecies.
cutthroat Allow winter fishery on whitefish.
Repid River end 35/25 enadromous preservation chinook hatchery/wild closad closad Enhence spring chinook returns to Repid
tributariss, River Hetchery end eliow wild sscapement
mouth to to saturate the habitet.
headwaters
enadromous preservation steelheed wild closed closed Allow for maximum escapemaent to assed the
draf nage to cerrying capacity.
coldweter yistd rainbow, wild gonerat generel Maintein integrity of existing hebitat
whitefish, to eustain wild stocks.
bull trout
Little Balmon River 88/128 coldweter yield reinbow, hatchery/wild goenerel genarel Stock catchable reinbow trout in roaded
and tributerias, whi tef1ish, sactions to provide 0.5 fish/hr. Main-
Round Valley Creek butl trout, tein existing populetione of wild geme
to haadwaters cutthrost, fish species. Allow winter fishery on

BBAD396BR

brook trout

whitaf ish,



Dreinage; Little Salmon River

. Fi shery
Water Milsa/Acres Type CQlessification Speciss Hatchery/wWild Season _Regul ations Management Df rection
Fish {Mud) Laks /30 coldwater broodstock westalope hatchary closed closed Maintain for broodstock rearing and egg-
cutthroat taking operation. No fishing al lowsd.
8rundage /270 coldwatar yiald rainbow hatcherywild general gsnersl Stock catchable rainbow trout sarly in
Reservolr the ssason to prevent Losess when tha
reservoir ia drewn down for {rrigstion,
Goose Lake /520 coldwater yiald reinbow, hatcharynild general gsneral Put-and-grow with cutthroet and reinbow
broak trout, fingarlings. Put-snd-take with
cutthroat catchable rainbow to maintain
0.5 fish/hr.
Hezard Lake /80 coldwater yiald rainbow, hatcherywild general ge neral Suppl emental put-end-take with cetchable
brook trout, rainbow trout end put—and-grow with
R cutthroat, or fingarling cutthroat or
3 rel nbow/cutthroat cutthroat/rei nbow hybride. Wild
' hybri de production supporta brook trout,
Maintein 0.5 fish/hr. catch rates.
Alpine lakea (42) /1000 coldwatar yisld rainbow, hatcherywild general gsneral Put-snd-grow with selmonid fry to
cutthroat, provide a variaty of species in tha
golden trout, backcountry arsss. Stock most Lakss on
brock trout, a 3-ysar rotation to maintein 0.5-1.0
grayling fisvhr, Casss or reduce stocking of
fell chinook Lakes with wild production. Experiment
with pradetor introductions to raduce
stuntsd brook trout popul stions,
BBAD3 96BR “
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' 10. SOUTH FORK SALMON RIVER DRAINAGE

A. Overvliew

The South Fork Salmon River (SFSR) dralnage lles in central Idaho

N In Valley and ldaho counties. The dralnage flows northerly through
the ldaho batholith and enters the Saimon River at Mackay Bar,
Elevations vary from 9,280' ms! at North Loon Mountain to
2,166"' ms! at the mouth.

The land 1Is characterized by extreme changes In elevation and
aspect within short distances. Topography varles fram steep canyon
lands to meadows. The Idaho bathol ith solls consist largely of
weathered granitic sands and fines and are senslitive +to
di sturbance. Precipltation averages 32" annually, with major storm
events occurring about every ten years.

Resldent flsh specles, Including ralnbow +trout, cutthroat trout,
bull trout, mountaln whiteflsh, brook trout, lake trout, kokanes,
and numerous nongame fish specles, occupy 515 miles of streams and
37 lakes. They provide popular fisherles for many anglers.

Principal tributaries to the SFSR are the Secesh River, the East
Fork South Fork Salmon River (EFSFSR) and Its tributary, Johnson
Creek. Warm Lake Is the largest |ake, measuring 640 surface acres;
al| others are alpine lakes and range In size from 1 to 160 acres.

° Anadromous flsh specles (chinook salmon, steelhead trout) have
access to most of +the drainage. Historlcally, the steelhead
spawning run exceeded 3,000 fish. Current estimates are |ess than
300 spawners. The SFSR historically supported the largest salmon
run In the State of Idaho, Saimon fishing was & major econamic
resource In the SFSR prior to 1965, when anglers harvested
1,700~-4,000 saimon annually. Steel head anglers harvested
750-800 flsh per year. These runs have dwindled consliderably since
then, and run sizes are about one-tenth of thelr former abundance.
The seasons were closed in 1965 for chinook and 1968 for steelhead
and have not been reopened. The decrease In numbers of SFSR
chinook and steelhead were caused by +two major problems:
(1) logging and road construction activities created unstable soil
conditions In the SFSR that have damaged the aquatic hablitat, and
(2) serlous fish passage problems and increased mortal ity were
caused by construction of hydroelectric dams on the | ower Snake and
Columbla rivers,

Resldent flsh specles were also seriously Impacted by aquatic
habltat degradation. Addl tionally, cutthroat +trout have been

. reduced fram thelr former abundance by overharvest largely due to
Improved access to the area.

-108-
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B. Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Intensive roading and logging on fraglle land types
have severely degraded the aquatic enviromment In the S/FSR

drai nage.

PROGRAM - Continue to work wlth USFS to allow further.
Improvement of the aquatic enviromment and prevent future
destruction of flsh habltat.

(2) PROBLEM - As a result of past habltat losses, anadromous flsh
popul ations are depressed.

PROGRAM - Stock 1,000,000 summer chinook smolts resul ting
fran the SFSR trapping operation annually to augment wild
production,

(3) PROBLEM - Past surface mining activities have damaged +the
aquatic enviromment In the EFSFSR.

PROGRAM - Continue to work with USFS, Water Resources,
iDL, and mining Interests to stabllize past mining
di sturbances and minimize Impacts from new operations.

(4) PROBLEM - Cutthroat +tfrout populations In the SFSR are
seriously depressed due to over-exploltation by anglers and
loss of qual Ity habltat. ‘

PROGRAM - Implement restrictive cutthroat harvest
regulations on sections of the SFSR and consider hatchery
augmentation.

(5) PROBLEM - Summer hame construction and assoclated problems
will degrade water quality In the Secesh Meadows area.

PROGRAM - Work with federal and state agencies and
Iindividual and commercial developers to minimize Impacts
of residential devel opment,

(6) PROBLEM - Valley County zonlng ordinances are inadequate to
protect aquatic and riverine enviromnments from Increasing
res|dential development.

PROGRAM - Work with Valley County officlals to obtaln .
zoning ordlinances to protect aquatic and riverine
env ironments,

(7) PROBLEM - Hatchery anadramous flsh enhancement programs may ’
impact wild anadromous and wlild resident flsh populations.

PROGRAM - Minimize negative Impacts by restricting

lanting sites and times and planting high-quality smolts
go decrease resldual Ism.

-109-
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C. Mansgement Direction

Drainages South Fork Salmon River
___ Flehery
Water Mites/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul etions Management Di rection
Mei nstem SFSR, 162/6574 enedramous preservation chinook hatchery/wild closed closed Restore meximium secapement of summer
aouth to chinook returning to hatchery trep and
Secesh River hi storic spamning eress.
steel head wild closed closad Restors stessihesd runs to tributery and
upriver spamning erees, Explors
feasibility of restrictive fishery.
coldeater quality/ cutthroat, wild general special Enhance sxisting populetions of wild
preservation  raf nbow, trout. Eliminate harvest of cutthrost
. bull trout, and jwanils steslhead to sxpand
: yisld whitefish popul ation size by catch-and-release
? fishing.
Secash River 120/758 anadramous preservation chinook wild/hatchery claosad closed Bypase 1/3 of adult swmer chinook
to heedwaters captured at SFBA trap to seed Stolle
Meadame spamning area.
snadramous preservation eteelhsaed hetchery closed closed Restore run of steelhesad returning to
historic epawning sreas.
col dwater quality/ cutthroat, wild epecial/ spaciel Enhsnce populstions of wild trout.
prosarvation bull trout, spawning ‘ Explore possibility of quality fishery
yield whitefish, closure in Stolls Meadows. Stock roadead areas
raf nbow wild/hatchery with catchable reinbow to maintain
0.5 fistvhr.
Secesh River end 83/168 anadramous przservation chinook, wild clossd closed Restore anadramous fish runs returning
tributeries, steel hesd to Secesh Meedows & Lake Creek. Explore
mauth to

conflusnce of
Summit and Lake
creeks

BBAD3BEBR

feasibility of smolt relesses to erhance
popul etion sizs.



Drainaga: South Fork Salmon River

Fi shery
Watar M Lea/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild  Seeson Regulations _ Management Di rection
Sscesh River col dwatar quality/ cutthroat, wild speciel general Maintain axisting populations of wild
and tributaries, pressrvetion bull trout, pame fish species. Allow winter fishery
wouth to yield whitefish, on whitefish., Explore fessibility of
confluence of brook trout snhanci ng cutthroat populstion in the
Summit and Lake rainbow wild/hatchery Secesh Canyon section snd in Lick Creek
creeks [continued) genaral genereal to pravide a quality fishery in thess
reaches and to sesd downstreeam habi tat.
Supplementsl put-and-taks catchable
reinbow trout in roedsd sress to
meintein cetch rete of 0.5 fish/hr,
Lake Cresk and senadrmous preservation chinook, wild closed cloead Restora anedramous fish runs returning
Loon Cresk stealhsad to Sacash Meadows & Lake Creek. Explore
' feasibility of emolt releases to snhance
= popul etion sfze.
—
' col deeter quslity/ cutthroat, wild general speciel Enhance cutthrost populations to provide
preservation bull trout, s quality fishery 1.0 fish/hr, and
yisld brook trout, elimi nating harvest on cutthroat,
whitef ish, Fishing closura to protect spewning
refnbow wild/hatchary sslmon on Loon Crask.
EFSFSR end 86/202 enadromous preservation chinook, wild closad clossd Restore snadromous fish runs to maturel
tributerias steelhead spawning aress,
{sxcept Johnson
Crask]
coldwater quality/ bull trout, wild general special Suppl emental put-and-take with catcheble
preservation cutthroat, rainbow trout in roaded sress to provide
yield whitefish, 0.5 fish/hr. Maintesin axisting popule
reinbow hatchery’wild tiona of wild game fish spacies. Allow
winter fishery on whitefish., Elimimate
hervest on cutthroat to help anhance
popul ations.
BOAD3S6B R ‘
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Drainage: South Fork Selmon River
F{ shery

Water Miles/Acres Typs Clessificetion Spacles Hatchery/Wild  Sesson _ Regulestions __ Mansgement Direction

Johnson Creek 54721 snadromous presarvation chinook, wild closed cloeed Restore anedromous fish runs raturning

end tributaries steelhsed to meinstem end tributery sapawning

ereas. Continue apswning grounds
closure,
colduater quality/ cutthroat, wild special/ spscial Supplementsl put—and-take with catcheble
pressrvetion bull trout, spawning refnbow trout downstresm from Ics Hole
yisld whitefish, closurs to provide 0.5 fish/hr. Enhence

braook trout, fishery for wild geme fish upstremm

rsinbow wild/hatchery from Burntlog Creek by restricting
harvest of cutthrost to obtain catch
rate of 0.7 fish/hr.

Warm Leke 8480 coldwatsr yield rainbow, hstcharywild year-round peneral Put-and-take fishery with catchabla

A kokanea, reinbow, fingsrling Laks trout, and

~ Laka trout, cutthroat, Natursl reproduction of

' brook trout, wild koksnee, brook trout, end bull trout.
bull trout,
cutthrost

Tule Lake 10 coldweater quality/  ratnbow, hatchery general spacial Catch—and—release for Lerge rainbow or

trophy grayling arctic grayling.

Alpine Lakss {36) 880 coldweter yisld reatinbow, hetchery/wild genersl general Maintananca stocking with salmontd fry
cutthroet, on 8 three-yeer rotation. Provide
brook trout, catch retee of at Least 0.5 fish/hr,
grayling Provide veriety of species end sizes.

BBAD39EBA

Cosss or reduce stocking of lekss with
wild production.
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A.

B.

11, MIDDLE FORK SALMON RIVER DRAINAGE

Overy lew

The Middle Fork Salmon Rlver dralns 2,850 square miles of central
{daho. The main river Is part of the Wlld and Scenic Rlvers
System, and most of the drainage Is within the Frank Church Rlver
of No Return Wlliderness Area. Prlor to <classification as
wllderness, the Middle Fork dralnege was included In the ldaho
Primitive Area.

The topography In the Middle Fork dralnage is extremely rugged and
remote. Road access Is |imited to a single polnt on the maln river
at Dagger Falls and secondary roads to the upper ends of a few
tributary streams, The princlpal means of access are alrcraft,
boat, and trall,

Except for alpine lakes and a few small streams, the Middle Fork
dralnage contalns only natlve specles and flsh stocks that have
evolved there. Historically, a signlflcant portion of the chlnook
salmon and steelhead trout in the Salmon River dralnage were
spawned and reared In the Middle Fork and tributaries.

There are no major dams In the Middle Fork dralnage, and many of
the streams are In pristine condlitlon. Same tributary streams have
been, and are being, altered by mining activity. Major mining
sites and thelr access roads were not Included In the wllderness
area.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Westslope cutthroat +rout are unable to malntaln
viable populations In the Middie Fork Salmon Rlver wlth
general seasons and bag | imlts,

PROGRAM - Continue to Impose restrictive regulations to
maintaln the westsliope cutthroat population at a high
level and provide angler satisfaction with high catch
rates.

(2) PROBLEM - Westsiope cutthroat trout recruitment to the main
river occurs from tributary streams from which harvest may
occur.,

PROGRAM -~ Continue to restrict the cutthroat harvest fram
tributary streams and monitor cutthroat +trout
popul atlons,

(3) PROBLEM - Mining activity In tributary dralnages lowers water
qual ity and threatens fish populations.

~113-
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(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

PROGRAM - Contlinue to urge regul atory agencles to requlre
strict campllance with |aws to protect the water qual Ity
and flish popul ations,

PROBLEM - The Middle Fork and tributaries contain extenslive,
high-qual ity steelhead spawning and rearing habltat. The
exlsting steelhead population Is Insufficient to seed the
habltat to carrylng capaclty.

PROGRAM - Continue to work with other state and federal
agencles to Improve passage of steelhead through
downriver areas. Regulate the Salmon River sport flshery
to Increase wllid steelhead escapement Into the Middle
Fork dral nage.

PROBLEM - As a result of dam construction and accompanying
mitigation hatchery production, the Middle Fork sustalns one
of the only iwo remalning wiid, unaltered stocks of steel head
In ldaho.

PROGRAM - Continue to manage the Middie Fork and Its
tributaries for the preservation and production of wlld
runs of summer steel head,

PROBLEM - The chinook salmon population |Is far below the
optimum level for seeding the spawnlng areas.

PROGRAM - Continue to restrict salmon fishing untll +the
spawning runs reach levels determined by the Anadromous
Flsh Plan (approximately 8,000).

PROBLEM - Indlan harvest of spawning chlinook salmon Is
contributing toward | nadequate seeding of spawning areas.

PROGRAM - Negotiate with tribal councils to cooperatively
develop Indlan flshery programs which allow sufficlent
numbers of chinook salmon to spawn to allow the
population to Increase to a level where everyone will
beneflt,

PROBLEM - Livestock grazing of stream banks adjacent to major
sailmon and steelhead spawning and rearing areas Is reducing
the habltat qual ity.

PROGRAM - Advocate and support programs by land
management agencles and riparian habitat users +to
minimize the effects on habltat qual Ity.

PROBLEM - The carrying capacity of westslope cutthroat trout

with catch-and-release flshing In the Middle Fork Salmon River
Is unknown,
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‘ PROGRAM - Cont!lnue to monltor the status of the cutthroat
In the Middle Fork. Protect tributarles from overharvest
to allow for full recruliment to the Mlddle Fork.

(10) PROBLEM - Estimates of steelhead spawning escapements and
distributions are Insuffliclent for management decl slons.

PROGRAM - Intensify adult spawnlng ground surveys.

- (11) PROBLEM -~ Assessment of wlld steelhead populatlon levels are
needed for more effective management,

PROGRAM - Utillze Juvenliie rearing densities 1in the
Middle Fork dralnage as an evaluation of wild stock
status. Develop a flve~year plan for the assessment

program,
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C Ihnagg-ént D1 rection

Oreinege: Middle Fork Salmon River
Fl shery e
Watar Miles/Acres Typs Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul atf ons Manegement Di rection
From mouth to 2/36 coldwater quality cutthroat, wild special catch-and- Stock preservation., Season shortensd
Goat Cresk rat nbow, rel eesss to reduce conflict in steelhead holding
bull trout, area,
yiald whitefish
snadramous preservetion eteslhaad wild clossd closed Stock pressrvation. Maintain closure on
steslhsed to prevent exceseivs harvast
in this holding area.
Goat Creek to 841178 coldwater quality cutthroat, wild special catch-and- Stock preservation. Minimize conflict
Boundary Creek rai nbow, rel cese with steslhesd by not sllawing fishing
' bull trout in spring months until steslhead season
= is also open.
T
coldwater yleld whitefish wild spacial spaci sl Allow edditionsl consumptive uss during
January end February.
amadramous preservation chinook, wild cloeed closad Stock prsservation., Allow depresead
steelhead runs to increass to the potentisl of the
habitet.
Boundery Creek 8 coldwster preservetion ell wild closed closed Protection of fish in and near fish
to Dagger Creek Ladder,
Dagger Cresk 981 coldwater quality refnbow, wild gensral spact al Meintain or snhance axisting populetions
upstreeam bull trout, of wild game fish st 1.5 fish/hr,
cutthroat, Use Limited access and cutthroat hervest
ylisld whitsfish restrictions to mesintein or improve
cutthroat populations
snedramous preservation steelhaad, wild closed closed Stock preservation, Allow depressed
chinook runs to fncreese to potentislL of the
habitat.
BOAD3 B6BR




Drainege; Middle Fork Salmon River
» 7 Fighery
Water Mites/Acres Type Clessification Species Hetchary/Wild  Season Heﬁulationo Management Df rection
Indian Creek 15/30 coldwater quelity cutthroat, witd general spactial Catch-and-releass Lawer § ailes to
raf nbow, protect wild juvenile steelhead.
bull trout, Rsducad cutthroet bag in upper srea
whitefish (2) to provide recruitment to Middle
Fork,
snadramous preservation stealhead, wild clossed closed Preserve wild runa of anadramous f1ish,
chinook
Marble Crask 25/60 coldwster quality cutthroet, wild general specisl Catch—and-ralesse Lowar 5 milee to
reinbow, protact wild Juvenile steslhesd.
butl trout, Reduced cutthroat bag 1n upper eree
R whitefiah (2) to provide racruitment to Middle
': Forke.
shadramous preeervation stealhaad, wild closed cloeed Pressrve wild runa of snedramoue fish,
chinook
Cames Craak 27/98 coldwater yisld reinbow, wild apeciat speci sl Reduce harvest of cutthroat to provide
cutthroet, sdequata recruitment of the Middle Fork
butl trout, Salmon, Restricted fishery to reduce
whi tef{ sh harssement toc spawning chinook ssilmon,
Catch-and-relesss lawer 5 miles to
protect juvenila staslhsad. Catch rate
of 1.5 fish/hr,
Loon Creek 3%/127 coldwater quality cutthrost, wild general speciel Catch-end-relasse Lower 5 miles to
ref nbow, protect wild juvenile steelhead.
butl trout, Reduced cutthroat bag in uppsr sres
whitefish (2} to provide recruitment to Middle
Forke.
anedramous preservetion staelhead, wild closed closed Preserve wild runs of snadromous fish
ch inook
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Drainage:

Middle Fork Salmon River

F shary
Wetar MiLes/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild  Season __ Reguletions __ Mansgement Di rection
Tributarias, 196/10688 anadramous preservation chinaok, wild closed closed Allow maximum sscapemant of both wild
mouth to Dagger stael heed chinook salmon end stselheed trout
Falls [except Cemeae, raturning to treditional end historic
Big, Pistol, spewning and rearing ereas.
Indian, Marble, end
Loon creeks)
coldweter quality cutthrost, wild generel spectal [no Maintein or enhances existing popul etions
bull trout, mora than 2 of wild game fish at 1.5 fishhr,
ref nbow, cutthroat] Use Limited eccess and cutthroat harvest
whitefish rastrictions to maintein or improve
cutthroat popul etions.
Pi stol Creek 15/30 coldwater quelity cutthroat, wild general spaci sl Catch-end-release Lawer & miles to
. raf nbow, : protact wild juvenile steelheed,
= bull trout, Reduced cutthroat bag in upper ares
@ whitefish (2) to provide recruftment to Middle
Fork.
anadramous preservation steelhead, wild closed closed Preserve wild runs of anadramous f{sh,
chinook
Big Creek 45/218  coldwater qual ity ref nbow, wild spacial spacial Catch—end-raleass for oll spscies from
cutthroat, mouth to Smith Creek.
bul l trout,
whitefieh
anadramous presarvation steelhead, wild cl osed clossd Preserve wild runs of enadramous fish,
chinaok
Marsh, Capshorn, 40/4 coldweter yisld reinbow, wild speci el genaral Restricted seeson to reduce harasament
Beaver, Benner, cutthroat, of spawning chincok salmon.

and Knapp creeks

BBAD3968R

brook trout,
bull trout,
whitefish




Dratnege: Middle Fork Sslman River

' ' .

Fi shery

Water Mitles/Acres Type " Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Sesson Hgaulnﬁon: Managesent Df raction

Bear Vsliey Creek 7v/77 smadramous preservation chinook, wild claosad closed Allar meximus escapement of anadromous

and tributariae, steel heed fish returning to tradftionel end

aouth {confluence historic spawning and rearing srees.

with Mersh Creek) Closs salmon spawning aress to all

to headwatere fishing during spaning period.

enadromous pressrvetion chinaok, wild cloesd closed Allow meximum escapement for wild,
steslhesd rative spadramous stocks,

Josaphus Leks 15 coldeater yisld reinbow, hatchery generel genaral Put—end-taks fishery for reinbow trout
cutthroat with incidental wild cutthroat. Explore

R fessibility of reising Lake Level to

o increess capacity and carryover.

]

Yellowjacket Lake 12 coldwater yisld reinbaw hatchery generel generel Put-and—-take rainbaw fishery.

Capshorn Lakss 20 coldwater yietd reofnbow, hatchery/wild genaral genarsl Put—-and-take fishery for hatchery
brook trout rainbom and standerd fishery for brock

trout. No motors waters.

Alpine Lakes 2083 coldester yield cutthroat, hatcherywild generel general Maintain catch rates of 1.5 fisihr.
reinbow, Continus to eupplesant popul ations with
golden trout, {madequate raproduction by eeriast
brook trout, stocki ng.
bull trout

coldwater yield cutthroet, wild speciel ganereal Maintain or enhence sxisting popul ations
rainbow, {selmon of wild geme fish species. Close selmon
bull trout, spawni ng spawning aress to all fishing during
whitefish closura) spawning pariod,

BOAD3S6BR
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A.

12. SALMON RIVER DRAINAGE - HORSE CREEK TO NORTH FORK

Overv iew

The Salmon River between Horse Creek and North Fork supports a very
Intenslve fishery for steelhead In the fall and spring. Steelhead
migrate Into this reach in the fall and overwinter until resuming
thelr migration to spawn in the spring.

Wild steel head trout mingle with hatchery fish In the river between
the Middle Fork and Horse Creek. The wild stock of steelhead
destined to spawn In the Middle Fork Salmon River is currentiy of
insufflclent numbers to populate the vast habitat available In the
Middie Fork dralnage. Al though sport flshing harvest has not been
the principal reason for the deciine of wild steelhead, reducing
the harvest will Increase escapement of the spawning popul ation and
allow the run to Increase.

Steel head seasons and | Imits are adjusted yearly after estimates of
adult returns are projected from flish counts past dams In the
Columblia and Snake rivers. Adult returns are a function of
survival rate during outmigration to the sea and the Impact of
Columbla Rlver sport and commerclal flsherles.

Hstchery steelhead can support a more Intensive harvest than wlld
fish, Proportionately fewer adults are necessary for hatchery
spawning escapement.

The Saimon River between North Fork and Horse Creek Is paralleled
by a road for 46 miles down to Corn Creek. Between Corn Creek and
Horse Creek, a irall borders the river, The most common means of
access beiow Corn Creek Is by boat. Several outfitters launch
rafts from the Corn Creek ramp In the summer and fall and use Jet
boats for hauling steelhead fishermen during fall and spring
seasons.

White sturgeon are found In the Saimon River downstream fraom Horse
Creek and may also be present upstream from Horse Creek.
Sufficlent hablitat Is avallable and, historically, white sturgeon
were present upstream ‘o the vicinity of the city of Salmon and are
stlil occasionally caught,

The Salmon River Is designated under the Wlid and Scenic Rivers
Act, From North Fork to Corn Creek the river |s classified as
"recreational," and fram Corn Creek to Vinegar Creek It |s
classified "wiid."

Westslope cutthroat irout migrate out of the Middle Fork Salmon
River to overwinter In the maln Salmon River. Chinook and sockeye
salmon pass through on their return trip to the headwaters to
spawn.

This section of the Salmon River has a long history of mining
activity, Gold was discovered near Shoup In 1881 and a mining town
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grew up along the river, Cobalt Is a mining town on Panther Creek
that had a population of more than 500 people when the Blackbird
Mine was operating. Increased value of cobalt ore may result in
reopening of this mlne.

Logging |s an Important Industry within this area, but neilther
mining nor logging are as Important as the recreation iIndustry.
Increasing numbers of steelhead flshermen are using the river each
year. I+ 1s anticipated that the number of steelheaders will
Increase substantially In the next flve years.

Secondary roads border many of the tributary streams, but
fishermen's use of resldent tributary populations of rainbow and
cutthroat Is fow. A good trail system provides access to mountain

| akes.

Probl ans and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Wild steelhead trout destined for the Middle Fork
Salmon River and canyon tributaries cannot be harvested at a
rate nearly equal to the rate of harvest on hatchery fish.
That high a harvest rate wili keep this depressed wiid stock
from expanding to the capablil ities of the habitat,

PROGRAM - Maintain a differential harvest program below
the Middie Fork to Increase the escapement of wild
steelhead destined for the Middle Fork and canyon
tributaries to allow this wild stock to Increase.

(2) PROBLEM - Public acceptance of and compliance with
dl fferential harvest regulations Is necessary for a successful

program,

PROGRAM - Increase efforts to Inform the publlc of the
Importance for malntaining wild steelhead. Intensl fy
enforcement efforts to encourage compllance with the
differentlial harvest regulations.

(3) PROBLEM - Lower Panther Creek Is toxlc to flsh and
Invertebrates due fto mine dralnage from the Blackbird Mine.

PROGRAM - Encourage regulatory authorities to develop
programs which will reduce the toxiclty levels In Panther
Creek. After 1t Is detoxlfled, stock steelhead trout,
chinook salmon, and reslident rainbow.

(4) PROBLEM - Steelhead and salmon runs In tributary streams are
I nadequately seeded.

PROGRAM - Stock steelhead fry and chinook salmon smolts
In tributaries to Increase the flsh populations up to the

rearing capacity of the streams.
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(5) PROBLEM - Culverts block anadromous flsh access to spawning
and rearing hablitat In some tributary streams.

B9AD3858R

PROGRAM - Request USFS to replace all culverts with
structures which aliow flsh passage. Notify them of
thelr legal obligation under 36-906, Idaho Code, to

provide passage.
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C. Management Direction

Dreinage:

Water

Salmon River [Hores Creek to North Fark)

Fighery

Miles/Acres Type

Clessification Species

Hatchery/Wild

_Regulations

Management Direction

Salmon River
from Hores
Cresak to North
Fork

52/681

-£21-

Tributery streems
from Horse Creek
to North Fork

181/212

BBAD386BR

snadramous

coldwe ter

coldwa ter

coldwater

snadromous

coldwater

yiald

presarvation

preservation

yiald

pressrvation

yisld

steslhead

sturgeon

cutthroat

rei nbo'.
bull trout,
whitefish

stealhead,
chinook

rainbow,
cutthroat,
bull trout,
brook trout

hatchsry/wild

wild

wild

wild

hatchery

wild

special

cloesd

closed

spaciel

clossd

general

differentisl

generel

generel

Reduce harvast of wild fish below Middle
Fork with differentisl harvest
regulations to ellow sscapement into the
Middle Fork to reech goals establ ished
in anadramous fish plan (epprox.

6,000 fish). Control future harvest of
wild steslhesd by differential bag
Limite above end below Middle Fork.
Provide yield fishery for hatchery

steel heed.

Catch-and-relesss fishery only for white
sturgeon,

Protect westslope cutthroat trout
overwintering in Salmon River (from
Middle Fork) from overharvest during
the steelhead seesson.

Yield fishery during summer, but
restrictad to protect overwintering
westslope cutthroat, August 31 closure,

Protect spewning eelmon and steelheed
with closed sessons., Suppl ement
tributery streams with steelhead fry
end salmon subsmolts when availeble.

Provide yield fishery with catch rate of
1.0 fish/hr.
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Drainage: Salmon River {Horss Crask to North Fork)

7 _ A_Fi shery : i

Water Miles/Acres Type Clessificetion Speciss Hatchoq/lild Season H-}slotiom Manegessnt Di raction

Horse Creek 3/218 smedromous pressrvation steslhead, witd closed Protect spawning sealmon and steslhesd

chinook with clossd seasons. Work with USFS to
protect, snhance and msintsin hebitat,
Manage 8s wild only.
coldwater yisld reinbow, wild genersl genersl Provide yisld fishery with catch rate
cutthroat, of 1.0 fish/her,
bull trout,
whitef ish
Panther Creak 40/290 snadromous pressrvation stselhssd, hatchery closed Re-introduce stselhesad with fry plantes,
’ chi nook edult relesses and smolt plents.
1 Re-sstabl ish chinook whan amol ts
S aveilabls, Work to alleviate aine
-
1 pollution,
coldws ter yield reinbe hatchary genersl genersl Put-snd—-take fishery on Panther Cresk
sbove Copper Creek.

Indien Crask €/14 coldwatsr yisld rainbow hatchery/wild generel general Put-snd-take fishary for hstchary
reinbow with incidentsl catch of wild
fish in Lawer 8 miles. Wild in upper
ares.

Alpine Lakee /233 coldwater yieid/quelity reinbow, hatchary genersi general Maintain catch rate of 1.5 fielvhr,

cutthroat Supplement populations having inadequate

reproduction by serieal stocking.
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A.

13. SALMON RIVER - NORTH FORK TO HEADWATERS

Overv lew

The entire Salmon River dralnage contains 13,600 square miles. The
dralnage area above the North Fork 1s about 6,000 square miies.
Highways 93 and 75 border +the river from North Fork to the
headwaters. Good access |s avallable through most of this upper
reach. The headwaters of the Salmon River, upstream from Thompson
Creek, are within the Sawtooth National Recreation Area (SNRA),

adminl stered by USFS.

Logging, mining, ranching, and recreation are the most Important
Industries In the upper Salmon Rlver dralnage. The citles of
Salmon and Challis are the only maJor population centers. Most of
the terrain is steep mountains bisected by river valleys.

Historically, white sturgeon were found In the Salmon River
upstream to the city of Challis. Reports of sturgeon near Challls
In the iate 1970s, above the clity of Salmon In 1982, and near North
Fork In 1984 are belleved to be accurate. A 245-pound flsh was
caught within the city limits of Salmon about 50 years ago. The
present status of white sturgeon In thls reach of the Saimon Rlver
has not been ascertalned. Although habitat alterations may have
had same effect on +thls specles, sufficlent hablitat Is still

avall abl e.

The upper Saimon River supports an Intensive flishery for hatchery
ralnbow trout and residual Juvenlie steelihead trout. @ Many
recreationl sts are attracted to the scenic beauty and recreational
opportunl ties of the SNRA. The granltic watershed within the SNRA
ylelds few nutrients to the upper Saimon River and the large
moralne lakes. Sterlie waters and a short growing season render
the streams and lakes Incapable of meeting the demands of I|arge
numbers of flshermen, Hatchery ralnbow are released In
heavlly~used waters and small streams each year to sustaln a
fishery.

The headwaters of the upper Saimon River Is one of the most
Iimportant spawning areas for spring and summer chlinook salmon In
ldaho. At one time, large runs of sockeye salmon returned to the
large moraine {akes In Staniey Basin to spawn. Currently, Redflsh
Lake Is the only water In the State of Idaho that supports a
remnant run of anadromous sockeye salmon. Several other lakes were
treated with chemicals to eradicate nongeme flshes. Migration
barrlers on the outlets of +these lakes IimlIt entry by fish
migrating upstream,

Nongame fish In the upper Saimon Rlver drainage include redslde
shiners, northern squawflsh, suckers, dace, chlselmouth, sculpin,
and lamprey eels. An occasional smallmouth bass penetrates the
area from downriver; they cannot reproduce due to the low water
temperatures.

~125~
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B. Probl

ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Salmon and steelhead runs In fributary streams are

(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

B9AD3858R

not sufficlent to populate the avallable rearing habitat.

PROGRAM ~ Stock steelhead fry and chlinook salmon
subsmolts when avallable Into small +tributarles.
Suppl ement |arger tributaries wlith smolt releases.

PROBLEM -~ Many streams wlth depressed steelhead or saimon runs
are Inaccessible when smol +s should be rel eased.

PROGRAM - Develop a plan for plowing snow as necessary at
all ldentifled sites.

PROBLEM - Increasing runs of anadromous steelhead have greatly
increased flshing pressure leading to crowding and
| andowner/sportsman conflicts. Enhanced saimon runs will add
to these probl ems.

PROGRAMS - (1) Acquire public access areas and stream
bank easements to spread anglers out and reduce
confl lcts, and (2) develop a management plan for deal Ing
with refuse, sanitation, and enforcement problems.

PROBLEM - The Salmon River between North Fork and Ellls could
support more opportunity and harvest of resident trout If fish
were avall able,

PROGRAMS ~ (1) Investigate physical and blological
parameters of the Salmon RIver between North Fork and
Ellls and attempt to locate or develop a stock of ifrout
that wlill thrive In thls river reach without threatening
rearing and/or migrating anadromous flish, and (2) develop
a management plan to Implement this program.

PROBLEM - There are Insufficient datea avallable on the status
of reslident trout Iin many tributary sireams to manage for
thel r highest potential.

PROGRAM - Conduct surveys on +ributary streams +to
ascertaln the status of thelr fish populations.

PROBLEM - The rate of return for hatchery ralnbow and status
of kokanee has not been assessed In the upper Salmon River and
| arge moraine |akes.

PROGRAMS - (1) Inltlate studies to assess the return of
hatchery flsh and angler attitudes, and (2) develop
management plans for each |ake.
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(7

(8)

(9)

(10

(1

(12)

(13)

(14)

PROBLEM - Sockeye salmon are an Important component of the
historical fish community In the SNRA, but only one remnant
popul ation presently exists.

PROGRAM ~ Contlnue to acqulre sockeye salmon eggs from a
drainage comparable to the 900-miie return ‘o Staniey
Basin and rear them for release Into the moralne |akes.

PROBLEM - Rainbow trout from Jimmy Smith Lake have an
undeslirable flavor durlng summer months.

PROGRAM -~ Analyze water quality of Jimmy Smith Lake and
explore the possibll Ities of ralsing the water level.

PROBLEM - Wiiliams Lake has been sustaining a high yleld of
ralnbow trout fram hatchery fingerling releases. Potential
for a sel f-sustalning flishery based on spawning In Wililams
Lake Creek exists.

PROGRAM - Evaluate the success of spring spawnling ral nbow
trout and work with USFS to protect the quallty of
spawning habi tat.

PROBLEM - Many alpine lakes with road access are unable to
support flsherlies demand except when stocked wilth hatchery
ral nbow.

PROGRAM - Actlvely support a moratorium on roads +to
al ptne |akes. '

PROBLEM - Insufficlent data are avaliable for managing most
al plne |akes.,

PROGRAM - Contlnue to gather data on high lakes to
eval uate stocking techniques, fish stock manipulation,
popul atlon control technlques, and angler preferences.

PROBLEM - Most alpine lakes have Inadequate natural
reproduction and require regular stocking with fry In order to
malntaln fishing.

PROGRAM ~ Ref Ine stocking programs for alpine |akes that
will provide practical, dilversifiled, and conslstent
fishing opportunities. '

PROBLEM - Mountaln whitefish populations are underutil lzed.

PROGRAM - Promote the opportunity for whiteflish flshing
with extended seasons during wlnter,

PROBLEM - Lack of returning sockeye saimon to the moralne
lakes of the Sawtooths has decreased productivity due to loss
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B9AD3858R



of nutrlients fraom carcasses. This may reduce the Juvenile ‘
sockeye and kokanee populations.

PROGRAM - Determlne feasibll Ity for artiflclal
fertliiization In Alturas and Redfish lakes. Enter Into

agreements with the Forest Service to Initliate this
program, N
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C. Mansgement Df rection

Drainaga: Salmon River, North Fork tao headeatere
Fishery 7 ) B
Water Miles/Acres Typs  Classification Spacies Hatchery/Wild  Seeson Regulations _ Managemant Di rection
North Fork 80/1512 emadramous yiesld steelhead, hetchery spaciel gensreal Provide yield fishery with bag Limite
to Peshseimerot chinook to provide sdeguate escapsment.
River
coldeatar yield reinbow, wild yeear-round ganaral Evhance fishery on wild trout in

bull trout, kaaping with armdromous gosls, Develop

whitefish namagament plan.
o col deater perssrvstion  sturgeon wild cloeed Wild etock praservation. Msintein
~ strict enforcement.
?
Pshefmeroi River 40/1008 enadramous yliald steelheed, hetchery spaciel ganersl Provide opportunity for yield fishery.
to East fFork chinook wild/hetchery speciel ganarel
Selmon River
Pehsimaroi River 85/2238 coldwater yleld reinbow, hetchery/wild year-round generel Put-and-take fishery with incidantel
to Hell Roaring bull trout, hervest of wild fish. Pramote whitefish
Creek whitefish, fishary. Cloeurs around tha Sawtooth

cutthroat Hatchery weir during trepping.
Tributaries 204/161 coldwater yield  rsinbow, wild genaral generel Standard fishary, Maintein catch rete
betwean North bull trout, of 1.0 fisVhr,
fork & Hall cutthroat,
Roaring Cresk, whitefish

except Morgan &
Squew creesks
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Drainage:

Salmon River, North Fork to headwaters

Fishery
Watar Mil es/Acress Hp ~_ Clessification Species Hhtdniy/lild Season nelul.t*l ons Managemant Di raction
Morgen and Squaw 32/37 coldwater yisld reinbow, wild/hstchary general genaral Put-and-take f{shary for hatchary
creeks cutthroat, reinbow with additional catch of wild
bull trout, fish,
brook trout
Hell Roaring 20/218 anadromous preservetion chinook wild spacial genersal Reduce harssment of spawning chinook
Creak to salmon, Geek remedies to simmear
headwatars dewataring,
Altures Laks 2/6 enadramous preservation chinook wild spacial genaral Reduce hsrasmmant of apawning chinook
Cresk selmon, Seek remediss to summer
dawataring.
Valley Creak 56/82 enedramous presarvetion chinook wild special genaral Raduca hearasmment of spawning chinook
L salmon, Beek remadiee to summer
8 dewstaring.
]
coldwater yisld reinbow, wild/hatchary apeci al genaral Provide yfeld fishary which does not
bull trout, impect snadramous species.
brook trout
Mosquito Flet /50 coldwater yiald ref nbow, hatchery/wild genaral general Acquisition of consarvetion pool in 1884
Resarvoir brook trout dictates nead to develop managemant
plean,
Beyshore Lakea /40 coldwatar yield reinbow hatchary genaral general No motors watara.
Williems Lake /166  coldwater yisld refnbow, hatchery/wild special genaral Praovide yield fishery with catch rats
bull trout of 0.7 fisVhr. Provide opportunity for
fce fishing in Balmon vicinity,
Stanlay Laks /255 col dwatar yield rainbow, hatcherywild ysar-round genaral Put-end-teke fishary with incidental
brook trout, teke of other species, Meintain
Lake trout, cetch rate of 0.7 fish/hr.
kokanae
snadramous  preservation sockeye hatchery closed cl osed Attempt reetoration of sockeye run using

sui teble stocks.



Drainage: Salmon River, North Fork to headwatars
Fishery .
Water Milee/Acres Typs Clessificstion Spacies Hatchery/Wild Season Regulatione Mansgement Df rection
Yellowbslly /240 coldeeater yield brook trout, wild year-round genersi Provide year-round opportunity for
Lake raf nbow, hatchery/wild brook trout with fncidentsl catch
cutthroet wild of other species.
Wellece Lake /6 coldwater yield rafnbow hatchery general general Put-and-teks f{ishery.
Redfish Laks /1600 coldwater yield reainbow, hatchery'wild general ganeral Put-and-take fishery with incidental
bul'l trout, wild tekas of other species. Meintain
ko kanee wild catch rate of 0.5 fisiVhr,
asmadramous prosarvastion soclkeye wild cl osed cl osad Protect remnant socksye run.
Alpine Lakee /5271  coldwster quality rainbow, hatchery/wild generel general Maf{ntain catch rate of 1.5 fisvhr,
. golden trout, Suppl ement popuieation with inadequate
o brock trout, reproduction by eerial stocking on @
- cutthroat 3-ysar rotation,
Altures Lake /71200  coldwater yisld reinbow, hatchery/wild general gsneresl Put-and-teke fishery with incidental
bull trout, wild taks of othsr speciss.
ko kanee wild
Little Redfish /4 coldwater yiatd raf nbow, hatchary/wild generel general Put-and-take fishery with incidentel
Lake bull trout, wild take of othar species.
kokanee wild
Pettit Laka /400 coldwater yield rainbow, hetchery/wild generel general Put-and—take reinbow.
brook trout, wild
cutthrost wild
Parkins Lake /10  coldwater yisld refnbow hetchery general general Put-and-take reinbow catchables,
Iron Lake /6 coldeater yiald reainbaow hetchery generel generel Fingerling reinbow plants ennually.

B88AD3968AR
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B.

14, LEMH! RIVER DRAINAGE

Overy lew

The Lemh! Rlver dralns 1,290 square miles of east central |daho.
The river flows through fertlle agricultural land In a broad valley
between two mountaln ranges. There are more than 25,000 acres of
land under Iirrigation In the valley, Ranching Is the primary
agricul tural practice. Several thousand cattie are wintered on
pasture and hay grown In the valley bottom, The Intensive
Irrigation system consists primarlly of floodlng from ditches. All
of the Irrigation ditches are screened to prevent fish from
entering. Lemhi River water Is considered to be fully approprliated
for Irrigation. During low flow years, the stream channel Is
compl etely dewatered,

Salmon and steel head spawn and rear In the dralnage. The amount of
spawning hablitat has been reduced by stream alterations, but Is
still very significant, Resident fish biomass Is dominated by
mountain whitefish, but there are also large rainbow trout in the
river, Hayden OCreek, a major tributary to the Lemh! River,
supports a spawning population of salmon and steelhead, which has
been supplemented by hatchery releases. This dralnage also has a
population of large bull trout,

Between 1966 and 1982, a hatchery on Hayden Creek tested the
rearing of steelhead +trout and chinook saimon In dirt-bottom
ponds. This station has potential for producing chinock salmon
smol ts.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - The spawning popul ations of salmon and steel head are
bel ow the potential of the drailnage.

PROGRAM ~ Stock both saimon and steelhead smolts In the
Lemh! River drainage from LSRCP hatcheries to supplement
the populations. Continue to release steel head fry and
surplus adults fram the ldaho Power Pahsimerol Hatchery,
when avall{able.

(2) PROBLEM - Returns of adult steelhead and salmon have not been
commensurate wilth estimates of the number of wild mlgrants and
hatchery rel eases.

PROGRAM - Initiate a research program to investigate the
causes of |ow return rates for anadromous fish,

(3) PROBLEM ~ Angler opportunity for resident trout fishing Is

restricted due to private land ownership along the Lemhi
River,

-132-
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PROGRAM - Negotiate easements or purchase agreements wlth
landowners to Increase public access to the Lemhl River.

(4) PROBLEM - Mountaln whlitef Ish are underutl! lzed,

PROGRAM - Increase the praomotion of whiteflsh use during -
the winter flshery.

(5) PROBLEM - Irrtgation dlversions completely dewater portions of
the Lemhl River during dry years. The natural flow Is totally
approprlated.

PROGRAM - Seek solutlons to provide Instream flows,
Including purchase of water rights, Installation of
sprinkier 1Irrigation systems and stream Improvement
structures to allow passage at |ower flows,

=133~
B9AD385BR



C. Management Di rection

Drainege: Lemhi River
Fi shery

Water Miles/Acres Typs  Clessification Speciss Hatchery/Wild  Sesson Regulations _ Mansgement Df rection

Lemhi River 27/332 coldwatsr yisld rainbow, wild general generel Meintain wild fishery with 1.0 fisiv/hr.
cutthroat, succass rats.
brook trout,
whitefish,
bull trout

61/136 enadromous pressrvetion steslheed, hetchery/wild closed cloesd Supplement wild salmon and steelhead
chi nook populations with hetchery fish, Protact
spawning popul stions with closed
ase Bone,

Hawley Cresk 1/6 coldwster yleld reinbow, hatchsry/wild genaral generel Put-and-take fishary for hstchery

' cutthroat wild reinbow with incidentsl catch of wild

@ fish in Lower 5 miles with a catch rate

T of 0.5 fish/hr. Wild fishery in upper

araas,

Alpine Llakes /421 coldwater yleld/quelity rainbow, hstchary/wild genarel genarel Mai ntain catch rate of 1.5 fistvhr,
cutthroat, Supplement popul stiona with inadequate
golden trout, reproduction by sasrisl stocking.
brook trout

Meadow Leke /12  coldweter yisld reinbow hetchery general genersal Put-and-taks reinbow trout to msintsin

BDAD3 96BR

catch rata of 1.0 fish/hr.
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A.

B.

15. PAHSIMERO! RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv iew

The Pahsimerol River dralns 845 square miles of central ldaho.
Most major tributaries are dewatered In the lower ends during the
Irrigation season. There Is tintensive agricultural use of the
valley, but the human population Is low, :

Productivity In the Pahslmerol Rlver Is higher than most streams In
the upper Saimon River dralnage. The valiey |les between the Lemhl
and Lost River mountain ranges. Water percolates through the
broad, pervious alluvial fans In the upper valley and reenters the
river through ground water and springs In the lower river,

Two hatcheries are In operation on the Pahsimerol River, Both
hatcheries are owned by Idaho Power Company and spawn or rear
salmon and steelhead to mltigate for Impacts caused by dams on the
middie Snake River. After the needs of the Idaho Power Compeny
programs are met, surplus steelhead adults and fry are hauled out
to suppl ement other popul ations in the Salmon River dralnage.

Steel head runs returning to the Pahsimerol River steelhead faciiity
have oomprised upward of 85 percent of the steelhead population
returning to the upper Saimon area. Additional smoits now belng
released fram the East Fork and Sawtooth sites as part of LSRCP
mitigation for dam-Iimposed losses will return additional steelhead
to the Challis-Clayton-Staniey area, This steelhead fishery Is
exiremely popular and growing and Is an Important and significant
economlc factor to the upper Salmon River communitlies and
businesses.

obl and Pro

(1) PROBLEM - Angler opportunity for trout fishing Is restricted
by private land ownership along most of the Pahslmerol River.

PROGRAM - initlate a program to Iimprove flishlng access
through agreements, easements, purchase, and development.

(2) PROBLEM ~ There are Insufficient data avaitable on the status
of the trout populations to manage for +thelr highest
potentlal.

PROGRAM - |nitiate studies to evaluate the status of the
resident irout populations,

(3) PROBLEM - Instream flows for the hatchery program on the
Pahsimerol River have not been determlned.

PROGRAM - Determine Instream flows and develop
information to show the need for thls beneficial use.
~135-
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C. Management Direction

Drainege: Pahsimeroi River

Fishery
Water MiLes/Acres Typs Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild  Seaeon Regulations  Management Direction
Paheimeroi River 121/134  coldwater yield rainbow, wild general gensral Maintain wild fishery with catch rate of
and tributaries cutthroat, 1.0 fish/hr,
brook trout,
bull trout
anadromous preur\;ltion steelhead, hatchery closed closed Protect spawning fish with closed
chinook seseon,
Alpine Lakea 108 coldweter yieid/quality rainbow, hatchery/wild generel general Maintain yield fishery with catch retes
cutthroat, of 1.5 fisivhr, Continue to
golden trout suppl ment populations with {nadequate
' reproduction by eerisl stocking.
@
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A.

B.

16. EAST FORK SALMON RIVER DRAINAGE

Qverv lew

The East Fork Salmon Rlver drains 540 square mlles of central
Idaho. This dralnage includes numerous alpine lakes In the White
Cloud Peaks. In addition to the White Clouds, the upper dralnage
Is from the north side of the Boulder Mountains., Water yleid Is
high In the upper river, and water quallty Is excelient. The lower
East Fork bisects a zone of volcanic solls which are highly
erosive. Insufficlent vegetative cover and |ivestock grazing In
the riparian zone contribute to the yleld of water wlith high
sediment loads, especlially during spring runoff and thunder
showers,

Both spring and summer chlnook spawn in the East Fork dralnage.
This dralnage |Is the second most Important salmon spawning area In
the upper Salmon River, Steelhead trout have not been abundant for
many years, but large numbers of adults, smolts, and fry have been
stocked since 1977 to augment the popul ation.

A salmon and steelhead trapping and spawning facllity was campleted

In 1984, Eggs coliected from adult spawners will be transferred to
other hatchery facilitles for rearing primarily the Sawtooth
Hatchery. Surplus adults will be released from the facllity to

spawn el sewhere In the dral nage.

Probl ems and Pro

(1) PROBLEM ~ Poor water quallty from +the East Fork dralnage
renders the Salmon River turbld and reduces anglers!'
opportunities to catch saimon and steel head.

PROGRAM - Advocate and support better land use practices
to minimize soll erosion.

(2) PROBLEM - Mining activity In the dralnage Is a potential
threat to the fish popul atlons,

PROGRAM -~ Support state and federal water quallty
standards and enforcement of |aws that protect aquatic
and riparlan habltat, Promote wlder wutiilization of
buffer strips along water courses and reciamation of old
setti Ing ponds.

(3) PROBLEM - Current steelhead and salmon populations are below
optimum |eaving much of the habltat under-seeded.

PROGRAM - Continue to release steelhead smolts and fry.
Release chinook smolts from Sawtooth Hatchery when
avallable.

-137-
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(4) PROBLEM - Public access Is |Imited along much of the East .
Fork.

PROGRAM - Obtalin public flshing access through purchase,
lease, easement, or cooperative agreements with private
| and owners. -

-138-
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C. Manegement Of rection

Drainege: East Fork Selmon River

Fi shery
Weter  Miles/Acres Typs "~ Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild  Sesson fRegulations _ Mansgement Dfrection
East Fork 113/138 col dwater yiesld rainbow, wild spacisl general Provids yisld fishery for trout end
Salmon River cutthrost, whitefish within constraints of
end tributaries whitefish, snadromous programs. Maintein catch
bull trout rate of 1.0 fish/hr,
smadramous preservetion  etaalhead, hatchery/wild closed closad Spawning erea closures,
chinook
Alpine Lekas /550 coldwater yieid/quslity cutthrost, hatchsry/wild geraral general Maintsin cetch rates of 1.6 fieh/hr.
golden trout, Suppl ement populations with inadequate
’_'__ raf nbow, reproduction by serisl stocking.
t:g brook trout
Jimmy Smith Lake /50 coldwater yisld reinbow wild yesrround ganerel Provide meximum fishing opportunity
consf etent with wild management.
Herd Laka /20 coldwater yifeald rafnbow wild yeer-round generel Opsn year-round to praovide addi tional
fishing opportunity,
BOAD3 96BR
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A.

B.

17. YANKEE FORK SALMON RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv lew

The Yankee Fork Salmon Rlver dralns 195 square miles of central
|daho, Most of the dralnage comes fram granlte mountalns of the
ldaho bathol ith, and the streams are very cold and Infertile.

Gold was discovered In 1875, and the towns of Custer and Bonanza
grew to bustling minlng communities on the banks of the Yankee
Fork. In the late 1800s, most of the mining was done by hand. As
modern methods were developed, the miners went back and reworked
old tailings. Eventually, a huge dredge was bullt, and about elght
miles of the Yankee Fork and Jordan Creek were completely mlned
down to bedrock. Mining activity continues today In the dralnage
using modern methods, such as cyanide heap leaching, for ore
extraction.

A secondary road borders the entire length of the Yankee Fork and
Jordan Creek, a major tributary. The West Fork has a trall along
the entire length and road access to the lower end.

In splte of all the mining activity and easy access, the Yankee
Fork was an Important salmon spawnlng stream untll recent vyears.
The princlpal cause of deciine has been mortallty of downstream
migrants,

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - The spawning run of chinook salmon {s far below the
number desired to seed spawning areas and to take advantage of
rearing capabli itles.

PROGRAM - Annually stock chlnook salmon subsmolts In
Yankee Fork and the West Fork to restore the salmon run.

(2) PROBLEM - Steel head trout popul ations are below the capabll ity
of the dralnage to support.

PROGRAM - Continue to release steelhead fry and adul+ts
annually to seed rearing areas.

(3) PROBLEM -~ Stocking of salmon and steelhead smolts could
restore flsh runs more expediently than fry, adult, or
subsmol + rel eases, but road access Is blocked by snow or does
not exlist (West Fork) during the +time flsh need to be
rel eased.

PROGRAM - Explore alternative methods and costs of el ther
plowing snow for truck access or using a hellcopter to
transport flsh Into the drainage.
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(4)

(5)

BOAD385BR

PROBLEM - The resldent trout population Is Inadequate to meet
demand,

PROGRAM - Stock hatchery ralnbow +rout to provide a
put-and-take flshery. Start stocking flsh as soon as
flows decl Ine to acceptable levels In the spring. When a
significant spawning population of chinook salmon Is
restored, |imit the releases of hatchery rainbow between
late June and September, and restrict the trout fishery
during the time that chinook are holiding and spawning In
major spawning areas.

PROBLEM -~ Mining activity In the dralnage contlnues to
threaten flish populations by Ilowering water quality, habltat
al terations, and the possibil ity of chemical spills.

PROGRAM - Support state and federal water quality
standards and enforcement of |aws that protect aquatic
and riparlan habitat, Pramote wider utillization of
buffer strips along water ocourses and reciamation of
settl ing ponds.
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C. Managemsnt Df rection

Drainage: Yankes Fork Sslmon River

Fishery
Water M Les/Acres Type Classification Species  Hatchery/Wild  Sesson _ Regulstions __ Mensgement Di rection
Yankes Fork 11138 coldwetar yisld rainbow, hatchery general pensral Provide catch rate of 1.0 fishr. with
Salmon River and cutthroat, wild put—and-tsks rainbow trout fishery.
tributaries to bull trout wild Maintein genersl sesson until chincok
dredge ponds salmon sre restored, Continue to
provide fishing opportunity before and
after tha period when salmon ars holding
and spewning in the river,
snedramous preservetion steslheasd, hatchery closed closed Stock ateslhead trout and chinook salmon
. chinook to restors the rune to tha potentiel of
= the hebitet. Protect spewning runa of
i salmon and steslhaad with closed
seasons,
Alpine Lakes 84 coldweter quelity reinbow, hetchery’wild generel genarsl Meintain catch ratse of 1.5 fisiVhr.
cutthroat, Continue to supplement populstions with
bull trout, inadequata reproduction by sarisl

BBAD396BR
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braook trout
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A.

B.

18. SNAKE RIVER DRAINAGE - HELLS
CANYON DAM TO C.J. STRIKE RESERVOIR

Overv lew

The Snake River between Hells Canyon Dam and the backwaters of
C.J. Strike Reservoir has been greatiy altered by impoundments and
diverslons, Within this reach of river, |daho Power has
constructed flive major Impoundments: Hells Canyon, Oxbow,
Browniee, Swan Falls and C.J., Strike. These flve reservolrs
impound 106 mliles of river with a total of 27,400 surface
acres of water, With the exception of Swan Falls, the Snake
River Impoundments between Helis Canyon Dam and +the State
Highway 51 bridge support populations of warmwater game flish. in
the deeper, colder waters, one can also find coldwater specles,
such as rainbow trout.

Major tributaries to the Snake River between Hells Canyon Dam and
C.J. Strike Dam Iinclude the Bolse, Payette, Weiser, Owyhee and
Mal heur rivers. The Malheur drains out of Oregon and will not be
discussed In this plan, The other major +ributarles are covered
separately In this plan under the major headings of Bolse River
Drainage, Payette River Dralnage, Welser River Dralnage, and Owyhee
River Dralnage.

Minor o small tributaries to the Snake River within this planning
section flow from the Seven Devil Mountalns, Cuddy Mountalns, Hitt
Mountains, and +the Owyhee Mountalns, Streams draining the
seml-arid Owyhee Mountalns flow through deep, rugged canyons; many
flow Intermittent during the warm summer months. The remaining
smal!l tributaries drain high elevation mountainous terrain. These
streams are all typlcally steep gradient, boulder strewn with
small, deep pools., All small tributaries to the Snake River whlch
are capable of supporting fish contain native redband trout
(Interior rainbow trout).

From Browniee Reservoir upstream to Wal ters Ferry, the Snake River
flows through a broad, flat plain with Iow gradient, few rapids or

‘riffles, and many large Isliands. Thls section of river supports a

diversity of warnwater game species, Iincluding smallmouth bass,
channel catfish, largemouth bass, crapple, blueglli, sunfish, and
flathead catfish. From Wal ters Ferry upstream to Swan Falls Dam,
the Snake River flows through a narrow canyon with boulder strewn
rapids and large, deep pools. The primary fishery upstream from
Wal ters Ferry consists of smallmouth bass, channel catflsh and
white sturgeon.

Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Basic fish population data Is still 1lacking or
Incompl ete for large Snake River Impoundments.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

BOAD385BR

PROGRAM - Contlnue efforts to collect flsh population
data to define population structure and exploltation,

PROBLEM - Juvenile rearing space for [argemouth bass In
C.J. Strike Reservolr |Is lacking, resulting In poor
recrul tment to the flshery.

PROGRAM - Place artifliclal structures In C.J. Sirike
Reservolr +to lIncrease Juvenlile rearing space for
| argemouth bass and forage specles.

PROBLEM - Crane Falls Lake has an over-abundance of sunflsh,
which are not readily avallable to predation by largemouth
bass due to dense growth of rooted aquatic vegetation.

PROGRAM - Lower the water level 1In Crane Falls Lake
during the spring spawning perlod to reduce production of
sunfish and Increase thelr avallabll ity as prey.

PROBLEM - In the Snake River between Brownlee Reservolr and
Swan Falls Dam, population data I|s outdated, especially for
white sturgeon, smallmouth bass and channel catfish.

PROGRAM - Initlate a research program to evaluate the

population structure of Snake River fish, especially
white sturgeon, smalImouth bass and channel catfish.
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C. Management Direction

Drafnage: Snake Rivaer
Fighary
Water Miles/Acres Typs Clecsification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul et ons Mansgemant Di raction
Hells Canyon /15000 warswater yield smallmouth bass, wild yessr-round special Adjust ragulations in 1968 to five fish,
Ressrvoir, Oxbow channel catfish, none under 12%, end only two over 17" in
Reservol ry Lergamouth baass, cooperation with Oragon. Maintein catch
Brownlee Ressrvol r bluegili, retes at @ minimum of 1.0 fieh/hr. and
crappie, improve populetion structure of black
parch, bass to & proportionsl stock density of
bul Lhead 4060 and relative stock denaity
(RSDg 5) of 15, Adjust reguletions by
1880 1f gosl is not met. Promote
cammerci{al fishery for cerp.
L coldwater yiald reinbow, hatchery yser-round general Put-and-grow with catchablas reinbow
g coho trout and fingsrling coho eslmon when
' sggs are available, Provide catch rates
of at lesst 0.5 fish/hr.
Brownl es 116/8236 warmmatar yiald cheannel catfish, wild yesar-round generel Conduct basic invantory of fieh
Resarvoir to mal Lmouth bass, popul ations to datermine populstion
C.J. Strike Dem Lergemouth baass, structurs of warmater speciss
(except Swan bul Lhead, sspecielly mmellmouth bass and chenml
Falls Pool) flathead catfish, catfish. Adjust regulations if needed
black crapple, to maintein catch retes of et lsset
bluegill, 1.5 fishVhr, and & proportional stock
pumpki neeed, density of 40-69.
wamouth,
parch
coldeater yield rai nbow trout, wild year-round Continue afforts to improve watar

BOAD396B R
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quality suitable for rearing of adult
salmonids.
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Drainage: Snaks River
Fishery
Water Miles/Acres Typs ~ Clecsification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ati ons Management Df rection
Brawnl se col dwater preservation sturgeon wild year-round spact al Cstch~and-relsase. Racial preservation.
Resarvoir to Rebuild existing popul ation by
C.do Strike Dem relocating sturgeon from more populous
(except Swan areas or artificisl propagation.
Fells Pool)
{continued)
Tributaries, 110/77 coldeater yisld refnbow, wild/hatchery generel gensral Supplemantsl put-snd-taks with catchable
including Wildhorse bull trout, rainbow trout. Racisl preservation of
and tributeries, brook trout, radband and bull trout in selected
Indian Cresk, and redband trout streams.
Brownl ee Creek
Swen Falls /800 wemwatar yisld bul Lheead, wild year-round general Encourage develoment of & commercial
Reservoir perch carp fishary,
C.J. Strike /7500 wamwater ylisld Llargemouth bass, wild/ yeer-round speciel Moni tor wemmwater geme speciss and
Reservoir emallmouth bass, hatchary adjust raguletions as nseded to provide
channel catfish, catch ratass of 1.5 fish/hr, end @
bluegili, proportional stock denaity of 40~80 and
perch, relative stock density [RSOg 5) of
pumpki nsead, 15 for bleck bass. Ptace habitat
bul Lhead, improvemant structurs to increese
crappie rearing spaca for juwenils black bass
and forsge species.
coldwater yleld rasinbow, hatchery/nild year-round genarsl Put-end-grow with catcheble resinbow
whitef ish trout. No length limits. Meintain

B8AD386BR e

catch rates at & mipimum of 0.5 fisVhr,




Oreinegea: Sneks River

Water Miles/Acres Typs Clessification Bpecies Hatchery/Wild  Beason Regulations _ Management Direction
Crane Falls /88 warmmater yield Llargemouth bass, wild year-round ganerel Encourage maximum harvest of blusgill,
bluagill, pumpkt nesad, and crappia, Oraswdown
pumpki nsaad, laka water Level during the spring
crappia, spewning period to reduce spawning
bullheed success of sunfish and to {ncresss prey
aveilabil ity toc Largemouth bess,
Provide catch rates of at Lasst
1.0 fish/hr,
col deatar yiald reinbow hatchery yssr-round genseral Put-end—-teake with cetchable rainbow
trout. Adjust stocking retes to provide
cstch ratea of at least 0.5 fish/hr.
Cove Amm /80 wermwester yield (lergemouth bass, wild yesar-round general Adjust ragulations to provide catch
' bluagill, : rates of 0.5 fish/hr, and improve
s crappi e, populatian structurs of black bess.
o puwmpki nesad,
emellmouth bass,
bul Lhaad,
channel catfish
coldwater yisld rai nbow hatchery yearround general Put-and-taks with catchabla rainbow
trout, Adjust stocking rate to
maintain catch rates of 0.5 fish/hr,
Mountein Hame /440  coldwater yiald reinbow, hatchary genersl general Put-and-take with catchable rainbow
Reservoir perch : trout. Provide cetch rates of at Least
0.5 fist/hr., Esteblish lergemouth
bass.
Long Tom /164 coldeater yisld reinbow hetchery general generel Put-end-take with catcheble rainbow
Reservoi ¢
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trout in spring when water is availsble.
Annuesl dewataring prevents developmant
of a constistent fishery.



Dreinage: Snake River

Fi shery

Water Miles/Acres Type Clessification Spscies Hatchery/Wild  Sesson Regulations  Mensgement Df rection

Halverson Leka /7 warmater yleld Llargemouth bass, wild general spacial Adjust regulstions to improve population
blusgfl i structure of largemouth bass. Provide

catch rates of at least 1.0 fisWhr,

Sinker Creek /127  col deater preservation redband wild general genaral Raciel praservation of redband trout.

Raservol r Work with Landowner to obtain access.

Implemant special regulations if needed
to obtain accsse,

Alpine Lake /82 coldwater yisld reinbow, hatchery genersl general Put-and-grow with fry plants of rainbow
cutthroat, trout and outthroat trout. Adjust
brook trout stocking retas to maintein diverse

. fishing opportunity and high aesthatic

= valuea. Maintain catch rate of
co 0.5 fish/hr,
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A.

B.

19. WEISER RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv lew

The Welser River basin |ies In southwestern ldaho. I+ dralns from
the Seven Devils Mountains on the north and west, the Cuddy
Mountains to the west, and the West Mountalns to the east. The
dralnage flows In a souttwesterly directlon of about 112 miles
where It drains into the Snake River near the city of Welser.
Elevations In the dralnage vary from 8,000 feet In the mountalns to
2,200 feet at Welser. The Welser River dralns a basin area of
1,660 square miles, primarily In low, rolling foothllls dissected
by meny small streams. I+ has an average annual runoff of
742,000 acre~-feet of water. Most of the runoff comes during the
spring, with extremely low flows during the remalnder of the year.

The Welser RIver has no maln stem storage reservolrs, Private
Irrigation districts have constructed four reservolrs on tributary
streams. Those reservolrs, Lost Valley, C. Ben Ross, Crane Creek,
and Manns Creek, have a total storage capacity of about
83,000 acre~-feet of water. All were constructed to provide
irrigation benefits, and typlcally, fill durlng the high spring
runoff period and become exiremely low In the |late summer and early
fall. In extremely dry years, such as 1977, Crane Creek, C. Ben
Ross and Lost Valley have gone dry. The |daho Depariment of Water
Resources and the U.S. Army Corps of Englneers have proposed a
maln stem reservolr near the old Gallovay dliversion. This
structure will provide beneflts for flood control, anadramous flish
water budget demands and irrigation., Manns Creek, C. Ben Ross and
Crane Creek reservolrs are best sulted for productlon of warmwater
game species. Manns Creek offers |imited potential for rainbow
trout. All three support populations of |argemouth bass and
crappie. Crane Creek Reservolr contalns excellent numbers of white
crapple, the only establ ished popuiation In the state. Lost Valley
Reservolr has exceflent potential for ralnbow +trout, but Is
currentiy overpopuiated with yellow perch.

Fram the mouth of the Welser River upstream to Gailoway Dam, the
river supports a marglinal warmwater flshery., Low summer flows and
poor water quallty |Imit fishery production in this section of
river, From Galloway Dam upstream to Cambridge, the river supports
a flishery of rainbow trout and smalimouth bass. Upstream fram
Cambridge, ralnbow +trout and mountalin whitefish dominate the
flshery. Tributaries to the Welser which have not been heavily
Impacted by agricultural practices or stream alterations support
excel lent populations of rainbow trout.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM ~ Fish popuiations are severely reduced In the Welser
River below Galloway Dam during the irrigation season, due to
Irrigation withdrawals and poor water qual ity from Irrigation
return water,
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5

(6)

PROGRAM - Seek stream resource malntenance flows which
could be made available by the construction of a
mul 1 purpose Impoundment near the exlsting Galloway Dam
site, Work with SCS, IDHW and area landowners to util lze
more efflicient irrigation systems.

PROBLEM - Stream channel alterations and riparian vegetation
removal have reduced fish habltat and populations In the maln
Wel ser River and the Little Welser River.

PROGRAM - Work with private landowners through I|DNR and
CE to employ more envirommentally acceptable methods to
control flooding and erosion. Obtain riparian habitat
below Galloway Dam to reduce loss and Impacts fraom
f1 oodi ng.

PROBLEM - C, Ben Ross Reservoir becomes too warm to maintain
col dwater speclies during the late summer months,

PROGRAM - Stock ralnbow trout early In the year to allow
harvest prior to July 1. Improve population structure of
| argemouth bass,

PROBLEM - Overgrazing of riparian areas on private range on
the upper Welser River has reduced fish populations.

PROGRAM - Util lze the Landowner Relatlions program +o
Inform area ranchers of the damage done to the flshery
resource by overgrazing and assist them In developlng
management programs that preserve fish habitat., Obtaln
easements for fencing In critical habltats,

PROBLEM - Lost Valley Reservoir contalns a stunted yelliow
perch population which has not been controlled by chemical
treatments.

PROGRAM - [ntroduce burbot (ling) as a predator to
control yellow perch numbers and to supply year-round
fishery. Continue to stock ralnbow trout,

PROBLEM - We lack basic |imnological and fish population data
from Manns Creek Reservoir and C. Ben Ross Reservolir.

PROGRAM - Conduct basic Iinvestigations of Iimnology and

fish populations In Manns Creek and C. Ben Ross
reservoirs,
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C. Menagement Direction

Drainage: Welser River
o Fishery o
Weter M lea/Acres Typa Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Sesson Regul ati ons Management Dt rsction
Mouth to 11/125 warmwater yisld emallmouth wild yesar-round genaral Maintain or improve warmmater
Galloway Dem bass, populations through flow improvements.
channel catfish,
flathead catfish,
bluagill,
pumpki nssed
Mouth ta 40/34 coldester yistd rainbow hatchery yaar-round general Suppl mentsl put-snd—taka {n
Gelloway Dam roaded aress that hesve suitable
and tributaries woter quality,
Gallaway Dam to 24240 warmmater yield smellmouth wild yesr-round genarat Inveastigate current status of
Cambridge bass smal lmouth bass populations,
coldeatar yisld reainbow, hetchary yesar-round general Supplamental put~end-take with
brown trout, catchable reinbow trout. Population
whitefish meintanance with fingerling brown trout.
Provide catch rates of st least
0.5 fish/hr.
Gellaoway Dem to 68/243 coldwatar yisld reainbom haetcherywild yeer-round general Put~and-taks in roaded aress. Racisl
Cambridge pressrvation of interior retnbow (red-
tributaries band) in unrcaded stremms.
From Cembridge 186/320 coldwater yield reinbow, hatchery year-round general Suppl smantel put-and-taks. Maintein
upstream, including whitefish, wild i catch rates of 0.6-1.0 fishr,
tributaries brook trout, wild
bull trout wild
Mann Creak 283 wemwetar yiald Llergemouth wild yesr-round general Improve Leargemouth bass popul etions
Resarvoir bass, with hebitat improvement and/or
crappie, regulations. Investigeta to determine
bullhead Limi ting fectors.
BBAD3 96BR




Orefnage:

Weissr River

H shery
Water Miles/Acres Typs  Clecsification Species Hetchery/Wild  Sesson Reguletions __ Management Di rection
Mann Craek coldwater rainbow hatchary year-round genersl Put-and-grow with catchable rainbow
Ressrvoir trout, Stock in spring and fetl,.
(continued) Adjust number to meintsin catch
rates of st Lesst 0,5 fish/hr,
C. Ban Ross /353 warmsater yield Largemouth witd year-round gensral Improve largemouth bass populations
Reservotl r bass, with hebf tat improvement and/or
bullhead, regulations. Imnsetigate to detamine
creppie Limiting fectors.
col dwater yistd rainbow hetchery year-round gensral Put-and-teke with reinbom trout.
. Stock in esrly spring only.
N
1 Crane Cresk /3270 warwmater yisld crappie, witd year-round general Mai ntein whita crappie populstions,
Reservoi r targemouth Improve largemouth bass popu-
bass, letions with habitat improve-
bul Lhead ment snd/or raguletion.
coldwater yistd rainbow, hetchery ysar-round general Put-and-teke reinbam trout.
Stock 1n esrly spring only.
Lost Valley /833 coldwater yisld rsinbow, hatchery yser-round genaral Put-end-grow with catchabls rsinbow
Reservoi r brook trout, ’ trout. Introduce pradators to raduce
perch yellow perch populations.
Hornet Cresk /32 coldweter ylisld reinbow hatchery Yyear—round general Put-and-grow catchsble or fingerling
Reservoir rainbom trout. Adjust stocking dansity
to meintain catch rate of 0.5 fish/bhr,
BBAD3 86BR
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A.

20, PAYETTE RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv lew

The Payette Rlver basin |les In southwestern ldaho. Its headwaters
originate In the Sawtooth and Salmon Rlver mountains at elevations
over 10,000' msi. The drainage flows In a southwesterly direction
for over 175 miles where |t emptles into the Snake Rlver near
Payette at an elevation of 2,100' msi. The Payette River basin
compr! ses about 3,240 square mlies.

Princlpal tributaries are the North and South Forks of the Payette
River. The North Fork dralns about 950 square miles and the South
Fork about 1,200 square miles. The Payette River has an average
annual discharge Into the Snake Rliver of 2,192,000 acre~feet of
water, Historlcally, the drainage has had ample water to meet
demands. Irrigatlon accounts for the largest water use, wlth about
160,000 acres of Irrigated farmland. This system also provides
water for recreation, hydroelectric generation, mining and logging.

Due to the wlde range In elevation, the Payette Rlver has a varlety
of fish and fish habitats. Saimon and steel head were el Iminated In
the dralnage by Black Canyon Dam. From Its mouth upstream to Black
Canyon Dam, the river supports a mixed flshery for coldwater and
warmwater specles. Mountaln whitefIsh make up the bulk of game
fish In this section of river, with smalimouth bass, |argemouth
bass, channel catfish, black crapple, rainbow trout and brown trout
making significant contributions. Upstream from Black Canyon Dam
the gradlent of the rilver Increases wlith coldwater species
Increasing In abundance. The South Fork of the Payette River
suppor+ts excel l]ent popul ations of wlld ralnbow trout and is one of
the more popular recreation rivers In the region. The North Fork
of the Payette River has been severely altered by rallroad and
higway construction and provides only a marginal flshery for
saimonids. However, In unal tered sectlons, the North Fork Is very
productive.

There are four majJor Impoundments In the Payette basin, Black
Canyon, Paddock Valley, Cascade and Deadwood, and several small
Impoundments and natural lakes with increased storage, such as big
Payette Lake, impoundments in the Payette basin primarily serve
Irrigation needs with flood control and recreation providing major
benefits. Black Canyon on the main stem provides only marglnal
habltat for warmwater game species. Sand from upstream |and
di sturbances has covered most habitat, Paddock Valley Reservoir on
Big Willow Creek has one of the better popul ations of black crappie
In the state and has the potentlial to be a premier fishery for
| argemouth bass. Cascade Reservolir on the North Fork Is the most
Intensively-flshed water In the state. Anglers fishlng Cascade
have the opportunity to harvest an abundance of yellow perch, coho
salmon, kokanee salmon and rainbow trout.

Alpine lakes within the Payette River dralnage provide anglers with
a varlety of flishing opportunity., Ralnbow trout, cutthroat trout
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and brook trout are abundant. There are a total of 178 alpine
lakes In the Payette dralnage. Many of these [akes are too small
to support a fishery. The Deparitment presently stocks 90 of the
alpine lakes In the Payette River system. A number of alplne lakes
in the Payette River drainage have sel f~sustaining popul ations.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - The South Fork Payette River Is attractive for
hydroel ectric development due to its flow and gradlent. Much
fish habltat would be lost or degraded if hydroslectric dams
were constructed.

PROGRAM - Work wlith [IPUC, FERC, state and |Iocal
govermment agencles and publlc utilitles to prevent
hydroel ectric devel opment on the South Fork Payette and
maintain Its free-flowlng stetus. Work with Depariment
of Parks and Recreation to obtain adequate Instream flows
for fish and recreation needs.

(2) PROBLEM - The Deadwood River below Deadwood Dam Is completely
dewatered during a portlon of the year.

PROGRAM ~ Work with BR and IDWR to provide for a stream
resource malntenance fiow.

(3) PROBLEM - There are plans to bulld a hydroelectric project on
the North Fork Payette, diverting all but 125 cfs out of the
rlver for approximately 11.5 mlies.

PROGRAM - Work wlth FERC and appllcant to impliement and
monitor the effectiveness of mitigative measures to
maintain 1980 catch rates in the affected reach.

(4) PROBLEM - Cascade Reservolr has an Inadequate conservation
pool (50,000 acre-feet) to maintain the exlsting fishery,

PROGRAM ~ Work to obtain congressional authorization for
the recommended recreation conservation pool of
50,000 acre-feet.

(5) PROBLEM - Cascade Reservolr Is very fertiie, which stimulates
algae production and Increases biological oxygen demand.
Winter and summer flsh kllls can resuit. Suspected nutrlent
sources are shareline cattle grazing, resldential sewage,
municlpasl sewage and agrlcul tural waste water.

PROGRAM - Work with BR, |IDHW, SCS, county and city
planning groups and area landowners to Identify and
reduce nutrient Iloading Into Cascade Reservolr.
Obtaining a minimum conservation pool wlll Increase total
oxygen content for overwlinter use by flsh populations.
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(6)

(7

(8)

(9)

(10)
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PROBLEM - Coho saimon pianted In Cascade Reservolr tend to
migrate downstream during high flow periods I|f water Is
rel eased over the spiiiway. This reduces the number of flsh
avallable to anglers.

PROGRAMS - Contlinue to work with Boise Board of Control
to minimize splliiway releases. Evacuation can be
accompl Ished In most years by droughting through deeper
outtet structures. Evaluate landlocked chlnook salmon to
repl ace coho,

PROBLEM - Payette Lake Is a deep, Infertile lake and cannot
sustaln heavy harvest of game fish. Due to its easy access
and beauty, It recelves moderately heavy pressure.

PROGRAM -~ Implement an Information program to explaln
Payette Lake's |imltations as a flshery. Support state
and local govermmental agency efforts to maintain high
water qual Ity. Utlllize flish species, such as |ake trout
and kokanee, which best sult the lake's hablitat to
malntain a fishery with a moderate harvest. Pl ant
catchables to augment the summer flshery.

PROBLEM ~ Little Payette Lake Is a fertile body of water which
has historically produced good fishing, Fish growth Is now
| imlted by stunted kokanee and numerous rough flish. Flishling
qual Ity Is below potential.

PROGRAM -~ Reduce kokanee and rough fish populations by
chemical eradication and by blocking the spawning run or
chemical ly treating spawning areas.

PROBLEM ~ Yellow perch were llilegally Introduced Into
Horsethlef Reservolr In 1979 or 1980. We expect thls specles
to overpopulate and become stunted. Additionally, they will
Interfere with flishing for trout and Iimit trout growth,
Yel iow perch competition and predation may preclude fingeriing
stock! ng,.

PROGRAM - Monitor vyellow perch population to determine
need and timing of chemical eradication. Restock with

appropriate trout speciles. Impl ement an Information
program to pubiiclize the negatlve Impacts of lilegal fish
I ntroductions.

PROBLEM - The Payette River downstream fram Biack Canyon Dam
Is In a stable conditlon with large portlions of the riparian
zone Intact, However, within the next flve~year period, this
land could become very attractive for development.

PROGRAM - Encourage county and city govermments to adopt

strong rlver planning ordinances to protect riparian
communi t1es,
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PROBLEM - Al though kokanee numbers at Deadwood Reservolr have
started to respond to efforts to reduce numbers and Increase
the slize of Indlviduals, the mean length of four-year-old
kokanee Is still below target lengths of 12-14",

PROGRAM - Continue operation of +the kokanee mligration
barrier on the Deadwood River. Continue to allow |1beral
harvest of kokanee fram all +ributaries to Deadwood
Reservoir,

PROBLEM - Ralnbow 1rout stocked In Deadwood Reservolr do not
produce as well as cutthroat trout.

PROGRAM - DIscontinue stocking ralnbow trout In Deadwood
Reservolr. Increase numbers of cutthrcat trout planted.
Contlnue efforts to establish a large predator, such as
fall chlnook.

PROBLEM - The Deadwood River, from Deadwood Reservolir
upstream, Is highly accessible, has low productivity and Is
not supported by hatchery trout. Wild trout populations In
the upper river appear depl eted.

PROGRAM - Inventory fish population In the upper Deadwood
River and conduct survey of angler use. Restrict harvest
If needed.

PROBLEM - Basic harvest Information Is lacking fram Sagehen
Reservoir,

PROGRAM - Conduct survey of angler use and harvest at
Sagehen Reservoir.
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C. Management Direction

Drainage: Payette River
Fishery

Water Miles/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Witd Season Reguletions Managemant Di rection
Mouth to Bleck 72/1248 warmmater yiold s=wmalimouth bess wild yesr-round general Put-and-take with catchabls rainbow
Canyon Dem, trout. Populetion meintenance with
including dreins col dwater whitefish, fingarling brown trout. Provide catch
and sloughs raf nbow, retas of at Lesst 0.5 fish/hr.

brown trout, Eveluste esuccess of brown trout plents.

Largemouth bass,

channel catfish,

crappie,

flathead catfish,

but Ltheed
Bleck Canyon 47/550 coldwater yield reinbow, hetchery/wild year—round genaral Put~and-taka with catcheble reinbow
Reservoir to brown trout, trout. Populetion meintenance with
confluence of whitefieh fingariing brown trout. Supplamental
put
NF/SF Payatta, and take in acceesibla tributary
streams.
including Meintain wild reinbow in unroaded areas.
tributaries
S8quew Creek end 71/177  coldwater yield reinbow, hatchery/wild yser—round generel Suppl emental put-and-taks to weintein
Willaw Creek whitefish, generel 0.5 fisvhe. Maintain wild trout

brook trout popul etions 1n unroaded eress.
8.F. Payatts 212/2465 coldwater yield reinbaw, wild/hetchery general generel Suppl ementel put—end-take with catchable
River, Benks to redband, reinbow trout in roaded sections to
Sawtooth whitefish, maintein catch rates of et least
wildernass brook traut, 0.5 fish/hr. Maintain native stocks
boundery and bull trout, in unroaded streama. Inventory for
tributeries cutthroat

B8ADR3BEBR

Limiting factors on witd fish,
menagemant plan.

Develop
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Oreinage: Payette River

Fishery
Water MiLes/Acres Type Clessificetion Species I-I-tchm;y/“ld Sesson Regul ations Management Di raction
M.F. Peyatte 2¥210 coldweter yield rainbow, wild/hatchery genersl general Suppl emental put-and-take with catchable
River and redband, rainbow trout in roaded sections to
tributeries whitefish, meintain catch rates of st Least
brook trout, 0.5 fish/hr, Maintein native stocks
bull trout in unroaded sections.
Deadwood Rivar, 30/150 coldwatsr yisld raf nbow, wild general gensreal Maintein populstions of wild trout.
Mouth to Deadwood bull trout Accase prssently Limits harvest.
Dem and tributsries
Deadwood River, 28/63 coldwater quality cutthroet, wild genaral spacial Mansge for wild trout. Restrict bag
Deadwood Reservoir rainbow, Limit to two trout if needed. Reduce
to heedwaters whitef ish, kokenee numbers with Liberel harvest end
bull trout migration berrier.
Clesr Creek 22/58 coldwatar yiald rainbow, hatchary/wild general general Suppl emental put-and—-teks with catchsble
bull trout reinbas trout. Provide catch rates of
at leest 1.0 fish/hr,
8.F. Payatte River, 78/71 coldwater yisld rainbow, wild general general Manege for wild trout. Maintein cetch
Semtooth wilderness redband, ratee at 1,0 fish/hr, Evaluate
boundery to bull trout, limi ting factora for wild fieh,
heedwsters, including brook trout,
tributaries cutthroat
N.F. Peyette, Banka 78/270 coldwater yiald raf nbow, wild/hatcheary yesr-round general Maintein cetch rate of 0.5 fish/hr. on
to Suiths Farry, whitefieh, wild trout. Put-and—take with catchable
tncluding tributaries coho reinbow. Provide whitefish winter
fishery. Supplementel put-end-teke in

BBAD396BR

tributaries. Develop menagement plan
for wild trout.




Dratmege: Payette River
~ H dlqry
Watar Miles/Acres Type CQlecsification Speciss Hatchery/Witd Saason Regul ations Manegemant Di rection
N.F. Paystts from 742778 coldmater yield reinbow, wild/hatchery yesar-round general Supplemental put-and-take. Meintain
Smithe Ferry to whitefish, wild rainbow betow Carbartan., Meintain
Cascade Dem perch, perch fishery below Ceescade Dem after
coho, IPC hydro project. Inventory and
bullhead develop manasgemant plen.
N.F. Payette from 24/288 coldwater yistd ref nbow, wild/hatchery general general Suppl ementsl put—and-take fishery.
Temarack Fall Bridge ko kanee, Protect kokanee and rsinbow spmning
to Larda Dem whitefish, run, Monitor squewfish spewning run.
braok trout,
bromn trout
N.F. Payette from 3431 coldmster yiald raf nbow, witd/hetchery goneral general Put-and-taka for rainbow. Protect
.L Payestte Lake to ko kanee, kokanes spamning run, Meintein reinbow
S headwaters, including brook trout production in tributearies.
i Fisher Creek and
other tributartea
Gold Fork River 48/88 coldwatar yisld rai nhow, hatchery ganeral gemsral Put~end-take for rainbow to maintain
and tributaries ko kanee, 0.5 fietVhr. Pravide fish Ladder et
brown trout trrigation diversion for reinbow and
kokanes.
Lalm Faork River 37/67 coldeater yleld reinbow, hatchery general general Put-and-taks for rainbow to maintetin
kokanee 0.5 fish/hr. Control kokanee spawning
above Little Peyastts Lake,
Boulder Creak 17/28 coldwater yisld reinbow hatchery generel genersl Put-end-take for reinbos to meintain
0.5 fish/hr,
Wermwetar Lowland /200 wermmster yleld ULergemouth base, wild year-raund general Maintain mi xed warnwater populations to

ponds end researvofra bluegildi,

crappie,
smel imouth bess,
chennel catf{ish

provide maximum yield for "closs—in"
fishing. Conduct spat treatment with
rotenone or salvage surplus sunfish to
reduce populetione.
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Dreinage: Payette River

Fi shery
Classification

Weter Milea/Acres Type

Spacies Hatchery/Wild  Seasan

Regul etions

Mensgement Di rection

Emmett Afrport /2
Pond

warsweter wild

Paddock Vall ey
Reservol r

/1302 wersweter yield

-091-

Black Canyon
Reservail r

/1100 warmeater yiald

Velley County ponds /1247 coldweter

trophy/
yfeld

BBAD3 S6BR

Largemouth bass,
bul Lhead

wild yeer-round

largemouth bass,
crepple

wild year-round

Lergemouth bass,
creppie,
channel catfish

wild year-round

refnbow,
cutthroat

broodstock/
hatchery

generel

spacial

spacieal

general

trophy/
genersl

Improve populetion structure of
Largemouth bass with regulations to
ollow 8 greater number of fish to
achieve quel ity size. Increase
proportionsl stock density to 40-60 and
reletive stock density for fish over
15" to 10.

Maintein cetch rates of 2.0 fielhr,
Reetrict hervest of largemouth bass to
obtein e proportionsl stock density of
40-80 and & reletive stock density for
fish greater then 15", Adjust
reguletion by 18687 if populetion does
not respond to currant ragulation,
Investigate the practicelity of
introducing bluegill eunfish as & farage
item for Lergemouth base.

Improve existing warsweter fishery by
installing habitat improvement
structures. Sesk BR funding end
volunteer lLabor and materisls.

Develop trophy fishery for selected
cutthroat or reinbow stocks and
provida for spswning operation.
Formulete coopsrstive agreements with
Lendawners to allow public eccess.
Remaining ponds menaged for reinbow 1f
open for public accees.




Draeinages Peyette River
Fishary
Weter Ril es/Acres Type Qessification  Specties Hatchery/Wild Season Regul stions Mansgement Df rection
Harsethief Reservoir /270 coldwster yield reinbow, hetchery generel genersl Put-end-grow for reinbow end cutthroat,
cutthroat, Moni tor psrch populetion end take
brook trout, sppropriaste mamnagamant actions to
parch reduce or eliminate parch when
necessary., Stock end eveluste
hatchery-catchsble rafnbow.
Horeeshoe Bend /28 wermmster yiald Lergemouth bass, wild/ year-round generel Incresse emphasis on wamwater
MiLl Fond coldwster bluegilt, hetchery wonegement. Put—and-take with catchable
refnbow reinbow trout. GEtock during April or
May only, to evoid wemwater
tempereturse.
. .
o Deadwaod /3200 coldwater yisld kokanee, wild/ penerel penerel Incresse mesn length of 4-year-old
Y Reservoir rof nbow, hatchery kokanes tc 13" through continued
cutthroat, operstion of kokanes migration barrier
bul l trout, snd Liberel harvest reguletions.
fatl chinook, Establieh Lerge predator, euch ss fell
whitef ish chinook, Dfscontinue stocking of
trout. Increass numbar of cutthroat
rai nbow traut plented. Put—and-grow
with fingerling cutthroat. Increase
catch rates to 0.5 fish/hr,
Bull trout Lake /800 coldwater yisld reinbow, hetchery/wild generel generel Put-and-take with catcheble rainbaw

BOAD3IBEB R

brook trout,
bull trout,
kokanee

trout. Introduce lerge predator, such
as fall chinook, to contral brook trout
nmbers. Provide catch retes of et
tesst 0.5 fishVhr,



Dreinege: Payette River

Fishery
Water MiLea/Acres Type Qessification Speciss Hatchery/Wild Seeson Regul ations Menegement Di rection
Alpine Lakes /1388 coldwater yieald rainbow, hatchery/wild generel general Put-and-grow with fingerling sl emonide
cutthroat, to provide s varisty of spscies in
greyling, backcountry areas. Stock moet lakes on
golden trout, e three-year rotation, Provide catch
brook trout, retes of at least 0.5 fielVhr.
brown trout
Caecade /28300 wermwater yield perch, wild yesr-round general Maintein catch rate of
Reservoi r bul Lhead 1.0-2.0 fish/hr. for yellae perch
greater than 8",
coldwster yield coho, hatchery yeasr-round special Put-end-grom for coho, kokanee, rainbow,
' raf nbow, chinook and brown trout to meintein
p= ko kanes, catch rats of 0.5 fielVhr. Improve
'.\) brown trout, tributery acoess for spewning wild
chinook reinbow, including lLaddering Gold Fork
diversion snd providing accees through
road culverte on selected westside
tributeries. Protect NFPR spawning run
by kolkames cloeure regulstion.
Little Peyette Laka /1450 coldwater yisld reinbow, hetchary yesr-round generel Put-and-take reinbae to maintein
fell chinook, 0.5 fish/hr, Raduca kokanse numbers
ko kanee snd incresse aversge size of adults.
Eradicete to sliminate nongame fish.
Build migration block,
Upper Peyette Lake /400 coldweter yiseld rainbow, hetchery/wild genaral general Put-end-teke rainbow fishery; maintain
brook trout wild brook trout population.
Payette Leke /5337 coldwater yield rainbow, hetchery/wild yesr-round general Put-and-teke reinbow. Mesintain kokanee
kokanee, et presant populatiori dengity. Protect
leke trout edults during spawning. Put-end-grow

Lake trout with fingerlings stocked
annually.
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A.

21. BOISE RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv lew

The Bolse River basin lles In southwestern Idaho and contalns about
4,100 square miles of land. The headwaters of the Bolse Rlver
originate in the Sawtooth Mountains at elevations In excess of
10,000¢. It flows In a westerly direction for about 200 miles
before emptying Into the Snake River near Parma at an elevation of
2,100°, Major tributarles to the Bolse Rlver Include the North
Fork Bolse River (382 square miles), the South Fork Bolse River
(1,314 square miles) and Mores Creek (426 square miles). This
basin has an average annual runoff of 2,005,000 acre-feet of water.

The Bolse Rlver has three major Instream Impoundments, Anderson
Ranch, Arrowrock and Lucky Peak, and one large off-stream
Impoundmnent, Lake Loweil. The four large reservoirs have a
combl ned storage capaclity of 2,276,940 acre~-feet of water. The
Bolse River reservoirs supply water storage for flood control,
Irrigation, recreation, hydropower and Instream flows,

Because of the wide range In elevations, geographlic features and
water uses, the Bolse Rlver has a great varlety of habltat types
and fish species. The dralinage Includes the major population
center In the state, has over 250,000 acres of Irrigated cropland
and same of Idaho's earilest minlng, logglng and hydroelectric
dev el opments, Man-caused Impacts have severely degraded most
habitats over a long period of time creating severe |imitation on
f ishery productivities.

From the mouth of the Boise River upstream fo Star, low summer
flows and poor water quallty limit fishery production, This
section of river supports a falr flshery for |argemouth bass,
smal Imouth bass and channel catfish., From Star upsiream to Lucky
Peak Dam, the river changes from a warmwater to a coldwater
flshery, Mountain whitefish make up the bulk of the game flsh
blomass, wlth hatchery-reared ralnbow trout, wlid ralnbow +rout and
fingerliing brown trout plants supporting the bulk of the fishing
pressure, Upstream fram Lucky Peak and Arrowrock reservolrs,
rivers and streams contain excellient populations of wild ralnbow
trout, mountain whitefish and bull +trout. Brook +trout and
cutthrost occur In some tributary streams. Due to the heavy
angl Iing pressure exerted on these streams, catchable-slze hatchery
rainbow trout supplement wild populations In all accessible streams
except the South Fork Bolise between Arrowrock Reservolr and
Anderson Ranch Dam,

The South Fork Bolse River between Arrowrock Reservolr and Anderson
Ranch Dam provides the only designated quallty trout stream In
southwestern Idaho. Wild rainbow trout and mountaln whitef Ish make
up the majorlty of the fish caught In the South Fork. The rainbow
trout flishery there |s managed with |Imit and tackle restrictlons.
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In 1978, anglers caught an estimated 19,150 ralnbow trout and
released 18,059 (94 percent).

Popul ar reservolr flshing within the Bolse River exists at Lake
Lowell, Lucky Peak, Arrawrock, Anderson Ranch and LIttle Camas.
The Lake Lowell flshery consists primarily of |argemouth bass,
smal Imouth bass, yellow perch, black crappie, bullhead catflish and
channel catflsh. Lucky Peak and Anderson Ranch reservolrs provide
"two-story™ fisheries with smallmouth bass occupying the warm,
Inshore waters and ralnbow irout and kokanee dominating the cold, 4
mid-water flshery. The ralnbow trout flshery In these reservolrs

depends heavily on stocked catchable or finger!|ing-size flish,

Good spawning condlitions In tributary streams provide 2 continuous
supply of kokanee In Anderson Ranch Reservolr, but malntenance
stocking Is required In Lucky Peak and Arrowrock. At Anderson
Ranch Reservolr, one of the more popular kokanee flisheries In
southern |daho, anglers harvested an estimated 40,000+ kokanee In
1979, Little Camas and Arrowrock reservolirs also provide excellent
fishing for rainbow +trout stocked as catchables and/or
fingeriings. Nelther of these two reservoirs has a conservation
pool and both have a history of total water evacuation.

Alpine lakes within the Boise River dralnage provide anglers with a
variety of fishing opportunity. Rainbow, cutthroat and brook trout
are abundant with lesser numbers of golden trout. There are 224
alplne lakes In the Bolse drainage. Most of these lakes are too
small to support a fishery., The Department presently stocks 68 of
the alpine lakes In the Boise Rilver system,

B. Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - The city of Bolse and surrounding communities have
grown at an extremely rapid rate and will continue to do so.
As a result, land values within the Bolse River flood plain
have Increased tremendously. New hame construction, river
crossings, greenbelt faclilities and channel alterations
threaten to remove existing riparian vegetation and will cause
further loss of flshery habltat and fIsherman access.

PROGRAM - Support the clty of Boise and provide technical
asslstance for development of a Bolise River Management
Plan, Encourage other clty and county govermments to
adopt or develop a similar plan to protect Bolse River
riparian values, fish habitat, wildlife habltat and
provide |ong~term river stabll ity.

(2) PROBLEM - Durlng"rhe warm summer months aquatic vegetation In
many small ponds renders them unflshabl e,

PROGRAM - Dredge and reshape ponds to reduce bulldup of

rooted aquatic vegetation, Use chemical control of
aquatic vegetation where dredging Is not practical. .
-164-
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

N

(8)

PROBLEM ~ Proposed logging operations In portions of the
drainage may Jeopardize willd trout populations and habi tat.

PROGRAM - Continue to work with USFS on various |oggling
proposals to maintain full fishery habltat potential,
Continue to work annually with USFS personnel on the
long-term stream sediment monitoring studies In the upper
South Fork Bol se.

PROBLEM - Smalimouth bass were recently lllegally Introduced
Into Little Camas Reservolr and could Jeopardize the rainbocw

trout flishery.

PROGRAM - Cliosely monltor flish populations to determine
the effect of smallmouth bass on the rainbow trout
f Ishery. if 1t 1s determlned a serlous problem,
eradication of the Impoundment during a2 very |ow drawdown
year wlil be considered.

PROBLEM - Due to Its close proximlity to the city of Bolse,
Indlan Creek Reservolr could be subject to a large Increase In
fishilng pressure. As a result, the |argemouth bass population
In Indian Creek Reservolr could be severely reduced.

PROGRAM ~ Evaluate current reguiations to restrict
harvest of |argemouth bass. Adjust regulations by 1987,
If needed. Continue to provide a high yielid fishery for
bl ack crapple and bluegilil.

PROBLEM - Populations of kokanee in Anderson Ranch have been
subject to wide fluctuations In recent years.

PROGRAM - Conduct research on the reservoir aimed at
maintaining the optimum numbers of kokanee In the
Impoundment.

PROBLEM - There Is a high demand for a better ralnbow trout
fishery In the Anderson Ranch Reservolr,

PROGRAM - Experimentally stock different genetic strains
of fingerling rainbow to determine which strain does best
In the reservolr.

PROBLEM -~ Due to man-caused siltation creating a lack of
spawning and rearing habitat In Mores Creek and Grimes Creek,
those streams cannot contribute the required recruliment of
Juvenile kokanee to Lucky Peak Reservoir to support a fishery.

PROGRAM ~ Continue hatchery stocking of kokanee Into
Lucky Peak Reservolir. Construct a kokanee trap and egg
taking station on Mores Creek for placement of kokanee
back Into Lucky Peak Reservolr,
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(9) PROBLEM - The Bolse River between Barber Dam and Star
Diversion lacks adequate spawning and rearing habltat for
ralnbow 1rout and brown trout due to channel ization and loss
of riparlan habltat,

PROGRAM - Pl ace habltat improvement structure at selected
sltes In the Bolse River to Increase spawning and rearing

habltat. This program wlll requlre close coordlnation
with the U.S. Army Corps of Englneers, IDWR and the city >

(10) PROBLEM - We lack current management data to evaluate stockling
rates, stocking densities and return to the creel of hatchery
ralnbow trout planted in the Bolse River.

PROGRAM - Conduct survey of the Bolse River to determlne
recreational hours of use, harvest of ralnbow trout and
brown trout and percent of hatchery-planted flsh returned
to the creel.

(11) PROBLEM - Small ponds within the Boise Valley are subject to
extremely Intense flishing pressure and are subject +to
overharvest of quallty size |argemouth bass from the
population,

PROGRAM - Restrict harvest of |argemouth bass In small
urban ponds by Implementing regulations to I|imit the
number and size of fish in the creel.

(12) PR(BLE“ - From mid=-April to mid-October, the Bolse River from

Star Diversion to the mouth wlll not support col dwater specles
due to poor water quallty as a result of Irrigation runoff
returns,

PROGRAM - Continue efforts to Improve lower Boise River
water quality. Manage primarily for warmwater specles.
Stock catchable ralnbow trout In early spring or |[ate
fall when water qual ity permits.

(13) PROBLEM - High sustalned water releases fram Lucky Peak Dam
“during winters wlth above normal snow pack displaces resident
whitefish and has a negative Impact on survival of whitefish
eggs and Juvenlles.

PROGRAM - No foreseeable short-term solution. Work with

the BOR and CE to obtaln better runoff forecasts to

remove the large peaks in flows. |Investigate feasibli ity .
of providing Instream habltat Improvement structure for

whitef ish and trout.

(14) PROBLEM - Status and potential for wild trout management In
the South Fork Bolse Rlver above Anderson Ranch, Middle Fork
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. Bolse River and North Fork Bolse River is unknown due to |ack
of inventory data,

PROGRAM - Conduct Inventory of wlild +trout population
structure, densltles, age-growth and spawning. Develop
management plan for enhancement of the wild trout,
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C. Management Direction

Dreinage: Boise River
___Flshary
Water Milea/Acres Type CLessification Speciess Hatchery/Wild  Season Regulations _ Menagement Di rection
From mouth to 34610 wsrmwater yleld Llargemouth wild year-round gensral Maintain or {mprove warmwater
Star bass fishery.
smellmouth bass, Put-end-take with catchable
channal catfish, reinbow trout in Lata fell only,.
crappie,
bluagili,
coldwater rainbow wild/hatchery
whitef ish wild
Star to Lucky 29/508 coldwater yleld rsinbow, hetchary/wild ysar-round genaral Put-and-take with catchable
Peak whitef ish, rainbow trout. Incresss number,
brown trout size and frequency of plantinge.
Popul stion maintanance with
fingarling brown trout. Supplement
catchable reinbow plants with
sxcasse steelhead or hatchary
broodstock as available. Provide
catch ratas of at Least 0.5 fisvhr,
Bolse River 82/70 coldweter yiald reinbow, hatchery/wild yearround general Put—and-take with catchable rainbow
Drains brown trout trout. Population maintenanca
fingerling brown trout, Increase
number of catchesble reinbow stockad
in Wilson Drain, Provide catch rates
of at Least 0.5 fish/hr.
8.F. Boiee 26/504 coldwater quality rainbo-; wild genaral special Qusl{ty trout with reetrictive
River from whitefish, regulations. Adjust reguletion
Arrowrack bull trout to maintein catch retes of st
Reservoir to Lesest 1.5 fish/hr. Provide winter
Anderson Ranch whitefish sseeon.
Dem
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Dreinagas Boise River

Fi shery
Water Milee/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild  Season Regulations __ Msnagement Direction
§.F. Baiss 77/71  col deater yisld reinbow, wild/hatchery general ganersl Suppl emental put-snd-take with
tributerles butl trout, catchable rainbow trout in roaded
bel ow Anderson brook trout stream sections. Provide protection
fRench Dem far spewning rat nbow.
MW.F, Balss 2868/1164 coldwater yisld rainbow, hatchary/wild general general Suppl ementel put-and-teke with
RAiver and whitsfish, catchable rainbow trout. Provide
tributariee, bull trout, catch retes of at Lleast 0.6 fishr,
including N,F, brook trout Provide winter whitefish sesson,
from mouth to
Sawtooth
Wilderness
boundary
S, W.F, Botse and 112/228 coldeatsr yiald ratnbow, wild general genaral Racial pressrvation. Access
& tributartes, bull trout, Limited by wilderness
' including N.F. whi tef 1sh boundary,
Bal se, Samtooth
wildarme e .
boundsry
upstreem
Loke Lowell /10000 wemwater yield Llergsmouth wild year-round general Improve bleck bees populstion
base, structure with restrictive
smal imouth bess, regul etion, Establish ertificial
crappie, habitat, Maintein restrictive
but L head, bost reguletion to protect nesting
perch, waterfowl.
chenmel catfish
i Promote commercial fishery
for carp. '
Lucky Pesk /2850 wermater yleld kokanee hetchery/wild yeoarround genarst Put~and-grow with catchable rafnbow
Reservoir trout. Populetion maintsnance
col dua ter rainbow, with fingerling/fry kokenss, Increase
whitef ish, frequency of catcheble plents.

bull trout,
smsl lmouth base
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Orainaga: Boise River

Fi shery
Watar Milea/Acrea Type Classification Speciee Hatchery/Wild Season Regul otions Management Di rection
Arrowrock /3100 coldweter yisld reinbow, hetchery/wild yessr-round generel Put-end-take with catcheble rainbow
Reservol r kokanea, trout. Esteblish kokanee and
bull trout emellmouth bass. Provide catch
of at Least 0.5 fish/hr.
Duff Lene Pond /3 warnmeter yield Llergamouth wild ysar-round genaral Improve populstion structure of
bags, largemouth bass. Increase fishability
blusgill, with squatic vegetation control.
channel catfish, Improve catch retes to et Least
bullhead catfish 1.0 fisvhr.
Veterans Stats /4 wemweater yield Llergemouth wild/hatchery yser-round gensral Improve popul stion structure of
Park Pond bess largemouth bass. Put-and-take
with cetchable rainbow trout. 8tock
R coldwe ter bluegill, in esrly spring only.
s channel catfish,
' bullheed catfish,
rai nbow
Caldwel L Ponds /8 wamwatsr yisld Llargemouth wild/hatchery yeer-round genereal Incresse emphesis on management of
beas waerswater spacies. Improve populetion
structure of lergemouth bass. Provide
col dwe ter bluegill, yisld fishery for bluegill sunfieh,

BBAD396BR

bul Lhead catfish,
chennel catfieh,
reai nbow

bul Lhesd catf ish, and channel catfish.
Put-end-tske with catchable rainbow
trout.
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Drainage: Boiss River

) ) .

Fishery
Water MiLes/Acres Type Ctessification Spacties Hatchary/Wild  Seeson Regulations  Management Di rection
Riverside Pond /2 wermmater yield (srgemouth wild/hetchery year-round general Place hebitat improvemsnt structure
bess for resring of lLargemouth bass.
Put—and-teke with catchable
col dwater bluegitt, rainbos trout 1n early spring only.
rat nbow
Leks Harbor Pond /10  wemweter yisld Largemouth witd year-round speciat Mai ntein steble bass populetions
{Privets) bass, with regulations, Aliow 8 large
bluegilt, mmber of bass to resch 156 inches.
channel catfish, Yietd fighery for bluegitdi,
bul thead catfish channel catfish end bul Ltheed catfish,
[}
—
~d
—
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‘ 22. OWYHEE RIVER DRAINAGE, BRUNEAU RIVER,
AND MINOR TRIBUTARIES SOUTH OF SNAKE RIVER

A. Overview

The Owyhee River and Bruneau River basins |le In southwestern

b Idaho, southeastern Oregon and northern Nevada. This basin
encompasses approximately 11,540 square miles of semi-arid high
desert country, of which about 8,000 square miles lles within
Idaho. In the higher bench lands of the Bruneau and Owyhee, the
river and Its tributaries flow through deeply Inclsed canyons.
Elevations In the Owyhee drainage range from 8,100' In the Owyhee
Mountains to 2,400' at the Snake River. The Owyhee River has an
annual average discharge of 661,500 acre-feet of water at the
Oregon/idaho border.

The entire Owyhee River dralnage contalins excellent popul ations of
redband trout. A BLM resource inventory ldentifled redband trout
in 23 of 27 perennial streams and 7 of 15 intermittent streams.
Due to the unique quallities of this fish and the Inaccessibillty of
the Owyhee drainage, this entlre drainage will be managed for
racial preservation.

No cutthroat are present In the Bruneau River dralnage, but bull
trout and rainbow are found In good numbers. Also, populations of
redband trout, which Is a unique stock of fish, are found in the

’ Bruneau River and some tributaries (above the mouth of the Jarblidge
River), Including Blg Jacks and LIttle Jacks creeks. From the
mouth of Bruneau upstream to the hot springs, the water quality Is
not sultable to support ool dwater species. .

B. Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Over-utilization of riparlan vegetation by |lIvestock
grazing has severely reduced stream cover and stream bank
stabll Ity and has [ncreased sedimentation to the streams,

PROGRAM ~ Support efforts by BLM +to protect riparian

vegetation, Work with area |andowners to reduce Impacts
to the stream by | Ivestock.

(2) PROBLEM - Mining activity on Jordan Creek has removed rlparian
vegetation and has Increased sedimentation of the stream,

. PROGRAM - Work with IDL and IDNR to reduce Impacts of
mining operations.

(3) PROBLEM - Private |andowners control access to many
reservolrs.

PROGRAM - Work with area landowners to obtaln access.
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(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

BOAD385BR

PROBLEM - Past iand abuses have caused a loss of flishery
habitat.

PROGRAM - Support and cooperate with BLM efforts to
Improve fish habitat,

PROBLEM - From the mouth of the Bruneau Rlver upstream to the
hot springs, water quality wlll not pemmit dlstribution of
sal moni ds.

PROGRAM - No solution Is available at +this time,
Investigate feasibiilty of Introducing fish species Into
thls area which will have no Impact on the redband trout
upsiream, .

PROBLEM - Many tributaries to the Bruneau River which support
redband trout have Intermittent flows during the summer, and
the species Is sensitive to habitat degradation.

PROGRAM - Work with BLM and area landowners to prevent
any degradation of stream or riparian habltat,

PROBLEM - Hatchery stocks of rainbaw trout do not adapt well
to the harsh environmental condltions In the Bruneau Rliver
drai nage.

PROGRAM - No hatchery ralnbow trout wili be stocked In
the Bruneau River drainage except in the Jarbidge River.
Develop a source for obtaining eggs from wilid stocks of
redband trout.
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Dreinage; Owyhee River

Fishery
Water MiLes/Acres  Type Clessification Speciee Hatchery/Wild Sess0n Ragul sti ons Management Df rection
Owyhes River end 485/816 coldwater preservation/ radband wild general general Racial preservtion of redbend trout her—
tributeries yleld vest, Harvest limited by accass.
excapt Jordan
Cresks, fncluding
southside tribu-
taries to Snake
River sbove
mouth of Bofse
River
Jordan Cresk 35/83 coldwater yisld rainbow hatchery general generel Suppl mental put-and-taks.
Grammers /213 coldwater yisld resfnbow hatchery ysar-round general Put-and- take,
Reservoti r
Succor Cresk /180 coldwster preservation/ redbend wild general general Racisl pressrvation of redband trout.
Regervair yieald Impl ement specisl regulation to protect
(Texas Basin) spamners 1T needsd.
Stnker Cresk /7127 coldwater preservetion/ radband wild general genersl Racial preservtion of redbend trout,
Reservof r (Helet) yleald Impl ement speciel reguletion to protect

spewners if nseded.
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Drainage:

Brunsau River

-G/T1-

Fishery .
Weter Miles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul atione Management Direction
Bruneeu River 1761 warmwater yield bullhead, wild year-round generel Manage for yield fishery. Establish new
from baclwatere chennel catfish, stocks which will tolerste poor watar
of C.J. Strike largemouth bass quality,
Reservoir to
hot springe
B8runeau River, 54/224 coldwater preservation/ redband wild genereal general Emphasiza raciel praservation for
from hot springs yield redband trout, Accese Limited by rough
to Idaha/Nevada terrain,
bordar
Jacks Creek end 6/ 9N coldweter preservation/ redbend wild general general Emphesize racial preservation for
tributaries yield redband trout. Acceee Limited by rough
terrain. If redband popul ation becomes
threatenad, reduced limit regulation
will be implemented.
E.F. Brunesu River 45/183 coldwater quality’yield rainbow, wild general generel Menage as wild trout fishery. Bulk of
brook trout stream is vary ineccessible. Maintein
cetch rata of 1.0 fish/hr.
Tributeriess to 4%/59 coldwater yiald brook trout, hatchary/wild general general Menege es yield fishery. Maintein catch
E.F. Brunesu, whitefish, rate of 0.7 fish/hr.
including Big Flat, reinbow
Three and Deadwood
creeks
Jarbridge River, 42/113 coldwater yield reainbow, hatchery/wild year—round generel Manege es yield fishery. Monitor bull
including E.F. bull trout, wild trout population to determine whethsr
end W.F. to whitefish more rastrictive bag Limits srs
Idsha/Nevada neceseary. Meintein catch rete of
border 0.5 fish/hr,
BBAD396BR
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23, MAIN SNAKE RIVER - C.J, STRIKE RESERVOIR TO LAKE WALCOTT .

A. Overview

Trout habltat In the main Snake Rlver Is good throughout most of

the free-flowing reaches between C.J. Strike Reservoir and Lake

Walcott., It Is especlially good In the section between Mi|ner Dam .
and King HIll, where large amounts of spring flow are discharged

Into the Snake River from the Snake RIver Plain aqulfer. An
approximate average discharge of 5,900 cfs (4.3 million .
acre~-feet/year) flows from these springs along the north bank of

the Snake River. These springs Include eleven of the sixty-flve

springs In the United States which have an average dlscharge

exceeding 100 cfs. Trophy-size trout are caught In portions of the

Snake Rlver, such as the areas below Minidoka Dam and upper Salmon

Falls Dam. Specles of trout present are ralnbow, brown, cutthroat,

and ralnbow-cutthroat hybrids. The cutthroat and ralnbow-cutthroat

hybrids are found mainly In the area between Miiner Dam and Twin

Falls Dam, Many of these hybrid trout attain large sizes, some

reaching welghts of over six pounds. Vinyard Creek, an aquifer

spring entering the Snake River on the north side just above Twin

Fails, 1Is the major spawning area for cutthroat and the

ral nbow-cutthroat hybrid trout.

Many of the minor tributary streams entering the Snake River also
contain good trout habltat and support good populations of wild
trout, primarily ralnbow. Same of the streams, especiaily the
springs, are util ized for spawning by trout from the Snake River,

The maln Snake River contalns six reservoirs which are sultable In
varying degrees for trout, Bllss, Upper and Lower Salmon Falls,
Twin Falls, Miiner and Lake Walcott., Lower Saimon Falis Reservolr
In the Bell Rapids area produced an excellent rainbow flshery In
the late 1970s, but the flishery deciined sharply between 1982 and
1985. Many of the smaller lakes, ponds and reservoirs ciose to the
Snake River are also highly sultable for ralnbow.

White sturgeon are found In varylng numbers throughout the Snake
River from Shoshone Falls downstream. The best sturgeon
population, however, occurs In the river section between Bllss Dam
and King Hill, where they are successfully reproducing. Recent
studies have shown sturgeon grow at a rapid rate In this area wlth
some reaching |engths of over 9'. Angler Interest In this specles
Is high and they are regarded as exceptionally desirable, even
though the fishery Is on a catch-and-rel ease basis. ]

Areas wlth warmwater fisherlies are falrly numerous In the maln
Snake River and minor tributary drainages, but a great demand
exlsts for more waters of this type In the populated portlons of
the drainage. Major warmwater specles present In the Snake River
and surrounding waters are largemouth and smallmouth bass,
bluegil!l, bullhead, channel catflsh and yellow perch. Channel
catfish plantings were made aimost annually In the main Snake River
In this area between 1965 and 1972, Periodic plantings have been

=176~
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‘ made In the Snake RlIver and nearby waters slnce 1972 and
sel f-sustalning populations have become establlshed between Bllss
Dam and C.J. Strike. Emerald Lake near Burley has been stocked
wlth channel catfish fry for a number of years and the plantings
are showing great promlise. Growth of these fish has been good and
a 20-pound channel cat was caught In May of 1982. Bullhead angling
’ Is excellent in Willson Lake where the fish reach slzes over
2 pounds. The state record bullhead of 2 pounds 12 ounces was
caught from Wllson Lake In May of 1982, Good popul atlons of
largemouth and smalimouth bass are found In the Snake Rlver, and
some waters In the Hagerman area produce good anglling for
high~-quai 1ty blueglili,

Numerous major hydropower facilities, some of whlch would seriously
Jeopardize the existing trout and sturgeon ft|sherlies, have been
proposed on the maln Snake Rlver In this area.

B. Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Many of the springs along this sectlon of the Snake
Rlver have been developed for commerclal +rout production.

PROGRAM - Strong efforts will contlnue to preserve
undeveloped natural springs with significant fishery
val ues.,

(2) PROBLEM - Siitation from Irrigation return water degrades the
water quallty of |ower Vinyard Creek and silts over spawning
gravel used by cutthroat and ralnbow-cutthroat hybrld trout.

PROGRAM ~ Continue to work with SCS, SCD, BLM and private
|landowners to ellminate the slltation problem from
irrigation waste water In lower Yinyard Creek.

(3) PROBLEM - Periodic proposals have been made by local entities
to construct access tralls Into Vinyard Lake and Vinyard
Creek. This would be highly detrimental to cutthroat and
ralnbow-cutthroat spawnlng success In the stream.

PROGRAM - Work with BLM and local government in
continuing to suppress plans for access Into Vinyard Lake
and Vinyard Creek.

(4) PROBLEM - Large numbers of proposed small hydropower plants
¢ may Jeopardlze the flsheries resource of same trlbutary
streams to the Snake Rlver,

PROGRAM - Continue to work wlth appropriate state and
federal agencies and private Individuals to adequately
protect the flsherles and wlildiife resources through
stream sectlons which may be affected by hydropower
facil ities., Speclal emphasis wlil be glven to assure
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satisfactory screening, upstream fish passage and
sufficlent Instream maintenance flows.

(5) PROBLEM - Proposals for numerous hydropower projects In the
Snake River upstream from the Loveridge Bridge would inundate
some fishery habltat and convert good river fishery habltat
Into marginal reservoir habitat for game species.

PROGRAM - The Depariment will oppose any project 'deslgn
that would Inundate or dewater any significant river -
habl tat of white sturgeon or salmonid popul ations.

(6) PROBLEM - There Is a great demand for more warmwater flshing
locations in the dralnage, especially near the more
heavi|y=-popul ated areas.

PROGRAM - Determine the feaslbillty of construction of
ponds for warmwater fish species In the Hagerman Valley
area,

(7) PROBLEM - There Is a great demand for more warmwater flsh
spacies In Mllner and other reservolrs on the Snake Rlver and
In areas near the Snake River.

PROGRAM ~ Pl antings of adult and/or fingerl ing smal Imouth

bass wlill be made In Mllner and Bliss reservolrs.
Channel and/or blue catflsh, or possibly flathead
catfish, wlill periodically be stocked in Milner as
needed. Yeliow perch, blueglil and possibly other
sultable specles of warmwater fish willl be stocked In
Mil ner Reservolir as avalilable. Substantial numbers of
channel and/or blue catfish will be stocked In Emerald,

Bray, Wilson, Murtaugh and Sand Dunes I|akes and some
other sultable Impoundments,

(8) PROBLEM - Water levels In the Sand Dunes Lakes have dropped
drastically slnce 1981 and resulted In total loss of flshery
In 1986 from low oxygen levels when Ice covered,

PROGRAM - Undertake pumping addltional water to restore
| akes to former water |evels In cooperation with
Department of Parks and Recreation.

(9) PROBLEM - The formerly excellent ralnbow +rout fishery In
Salmon Falls Creek Reservoir In the Bell Raplds area has
decl Ined drastical ly the past few.years.

PROGRAM - Attempt to determine the reasons for the .
decline of this flishery and bulld the fishery back up to

Its former level. Assess the exlsting trout fishery and

Increase stocklngs of catchable rainbow If studies so

di ctate.
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. (10) PROBLEM - A proposal for a dam at the Dlike site which Is
approximately 7.5 rilver miles downsiream from the Bllss Dam
would Inundate some of the best remalning sturgeon habltat In

southern [daho.

PROGRAM - The Depariment will strongly oppose
construction of any dam at +this site or within this
stretch of the Snake River,

¢ (11) PROBLEM - Developments may threaten populations of Shoshone
Sculpin found In some Snake River Plaln Aqulfer springs
dralning Into the Snake River.

PROGRAM - Protect the necessary habltat to ensure the
survival of this specles,
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C. Management Di rection

-081-

Drainage: Main Snake River and minor tributaries - C.J. Strike Ressrvoir to Laks Welcott
Fishary
Watar Miles/Acras Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Manegement Direction
Snake Rivar from 26.7/3380 coldweter trophy sturgeon, wild/hatchary year-round general Maintsin catch-and-release ragulation on
Loveridge Bridge rai nbow sturgson unlese studies indicata other—
to King Hill wise, Emphasize high quality sturgeon
Bridge fishery end habitat protection.
6.6/848 warmmetar yisld channel catfish, wild/ year-round genaral Manage as yiesld fishery.
sasl lmouth base, hatchery
largemouth base,
perch
King Hill Bridge 13.3/16883 coldwater trophy sturgson, wild/hstchery yesr—round genersl Maintain catch—and-relesss reguletion on
to Bliss Dam reinbow, sturgeon unless studiss indicate other
brown trout wiss. Emphesize high quality sturgeon
fishery and protection of sxisting
sturgaon habi tet,
0.7/89 warmmater yiald chennsl catfish, wild/ yesr-round general Menage as yield fishery.
amal lmouth bass, hatchary
perch
Beclwaters of 6.4/814 coldwater trophy sturgeon, wild/hetchery yeer—round general Maintein catch—-end-ralease regulestion on
Bliss Pool to rainbow, sturgeon unlees studiss indicate other—
Lower Salmon brown trout wise.
Fells Dam
1.6/208 wemmwater yiald chennel catfish, wild/ yesr-round genarel Continue stockings of smellmouth bass in
perch, hatchsry Bliss Pool end river above, Menege es
emal Lmouth bess, yisld fishery.
Llergemouth bass
B9AD3968R
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Orainege: Main Snake Rivar end minor tributaries — C.J. Strike Reservoir to Lake Welcott
F shery
Watar Miles/Acres Type Clessification Specias Hatchary/Wild Season Aagulations Manegement D1 rection
Baclwatare of 27 .4/3482 coldwatar yield sturgeon, wild/hetchery ysar-round general Maintain cstch-and-relessa regulation on
Upper Salmon rat nbow, sturgeon uniess studies itndicata other—
Falls Dam to brown trout, wiss. Maintein Oolmen Rapids as large-
Shoshone Falls whitaf ish eize trout wetar. Strongly oppose
proposed hydropawer prajecte which may
Jeaopardize figheries,
/3 warmmater yield channel catfish, wild/ yesr-round general Manage as yiald fishary.

largemouth bass, hatchary

amal lmouth bass,

parch
Baciwaters of 1.0/1089 coldwater yield rainbow, wild year-round genaral Manage as a ylald fishery with espproxi-
Shoshone Falls cutthrost mate catch rate of 0.5 fisvhr,
Dem to Twin
Falle Dem
Backwetars of 11.6/422 coldweter presarvetion cutthroat, wild yesr—round general No hatchery stockings will be made in
Twin Falle Dem rbXct hybrid trout, this river section, Emphasize
to Murtaugh raf nbow protaction of native cutthroat and
8ridge rainbowcutthrost hybrid populations
Murtaugh Bridge 8.5/308 coldwater yisld reainbow wild/hatchary yesr-round general Manage as yield fishery with espproxi-
to Milner Dem mate catch rate of 0.5 fisivhr.
Backwetars of §.1/398 coldwater yisld reinbow, wild/hatchary ysar-round general Manage as yisld trout fishary. Sub-
Milner Dam to brown trout stantially incresse annuel stockings of

Minidoka Dem

BSAD396BR

catchable and fingerling rainbow in Leke
Welcott to improve fishery and to
compensata for proposed eltared flow
regimes at dem. OCooparate with BR in
establ ishing and meintaining suiteble
fishery flowe through spillwey esree of
dom,



Drainage:

Main Snake River and minor tributaries - C.J. Strike Reservoi r to Lake Walcott

Ft shery
Water Milea/Acres Type Clessification Spscies Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ati ons Managemant Di rection
Bliss /254 warmmater yiald Llargemouth bass, wild/ year-round genaral Continue stocking of smallmouth bass
Reservoir emal lmouth bass, hatchery in resarvoir, Investigate feasibil ity
channel catfish, of other warmmater species in resarvoir.
crappie
Lower Salmon /504 coldweter yisld rainbow hatchery/wild year-round genaral Attempt to build the reinbow trout
Falls Resarvoir fishary in the Bell Rapide ares to its
former high quality and increase numbar
of trout stocked if studies eo
indicate., Continua ennual rainbow
stockings in Bell Rapids arae,
/336 warmweter yield Llargemouth bass, wild/ yesarround ganeral Canduct stockings of adult end/or fry or
L channel catfish, hetchary fingerling Largemouth baes in reservoir
% crappie to build up eesl f~guetsining populations
! of this species, Study feaseibility of
bleck crappie introductions and stock
spaciee 1f studiee so0 indicate,
Upper Selmon Falle /648 coldwater yisld rainbow wild yearround general Manage aa yield fishery with catch rate
Reservoir of 0.4 fish/hr.
warmwater yield (largemouth basa, wild/ year-round general Manage es yield fishery.
bluegili, hatchery
chsnnel catfish
Shoshone Falle /60 coldweter yisld rainbow wild year-round genaral Manage ae yield fishaery, No hetchery
Resarvoir trout will be stockad.
Twin Falle /98 coldweter yield cutthroat, wild year-round general Emphesize protection of native cutthroat
Ressrvoir rbXct hybrid trout, and rainbow x cutthroat hybrid popul e
rei nbow tions, Oppose any prgject which would
increese size of ressrvoir.
BSAD396BR
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Drainage: Main Snaks River and minor tributaries - C.J. Striks Reservoir to Lake Walcott
Fi shery

Water Mi Lee/Acres Type Clessification Species Hetchery/Wild Sesson Regul ati ons Management Di rection

Milner Reservoir /3000 warmwatar yield smallmouth bass, hetchary ysar-round genarat Emphesize establishment of
{ argemouth bass sel f~suataining wermwater fish species.

Increase stockings of smallmouth bass.
Channel or blue and poesibly flathead,
catfish, ystlow perch, bluegili, end
poasibly other suitable epecias of
warmwmater fish witl be stocked es
sveilable. Improve wemwater fish
habitat by placing cover structuras an
reservoir bottom.

Lake Walcott /10666 coldeater yistd rsinbow, hatchary/wild yeer-round general Stock both fingarling end catcheble
ko kanee reinbow on en ennusl besis.

/1186 warmater yleld parch, wild/hatchery year-raund ganerel Clasely manitor Largemouth bass
but Lheed popul ations and adjust menapement
direction to conform with findings. No
fish species will be stocked which could
sariously jeopardize prime trout fishery
below Minidola Dem.

Scott Pond /1 coldeater yield rainbow, hatchery year-round generel Ptant catchabie rainbow on an snnuei

brown trout baeia. Make periodic plents of brown
trout fry or fingerlings. Enlarge
existing pand area for trout if funds
are available.

Bray Lale /24 warmwater yield channsl hatchsry/wild yeer-round generel Resstablish catfish populetions by
catfish, cantinued stockings of channel and/ar
bluegild, btue catfish. Attempt to establish
perch bluegitl populations, Improve wamwater

BBAD396BR

fish habitat by placing cover structures
on reservoir bottom.



Drafnage:

Mafin Snake River and minor tributaries - C.J. Strike Reservoir to Leke Walcott

Fi shary
Wetsr Miles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management Di rection
Plioneer [Clover /220 warmmater yiald Llergamouth base, wild year-round genaral Consider aradication of ressrvoir and
Creek] Reservolr bLuagill portions of tributaries if dremn to
minimum pool to eliminata extremely high
carp popul ations.
Murteugh /827 warmmster yield channel catfish, wild/ year-round genaral Stock channsl and/or blue catfish
Reservoir perch, hatchery perfodically in reservoir.
bul thead
Wilson Lake /484 wamwater yield bul Lheead, wild/hatchery year-round general Stock chaennel snd/or blue catfish
perch, in lake periodically. Continue to
channal catfish, emphaeize high quality bullhead angling
largemouth baes in ths lake,
Emerald Lake /30 coldweter yiasld reinbow hatchery year-round genaral Stock regularly with catchable reinbow
, es meeded to maintein catch rate of
= spproximately 0,5 fish/hr,
=
! warmwatsr yield channel hetchary/wild year-round _gonaral Continue channal and/or blua catfish
catfish, stocking to increase numbers and to
Largemouth allevists pressure on rsinbow trout,
bass, Plsce habfitat structurse on Leks bottom
bluegill to anhance channel cetfish population.
Stock smel lmouth baee to provide species
divereity and improve catch rates,
Blair Treil /15  coldwatar yiald rainbow hatchary general genarel Put-and-take f{ishery.
Divistion
Reservoir
Mor row /6 wemweter yiald Largemouth bass, wild year-round ganeral Manage ee yield fishery.
Reservoir bluegill,
bul Lthead
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Dreinage: Mein Snake River and minor tributaries — C.J. Strike Reservoir to Lake Walcott

Fi shery
Water Ml es/Acras Type Classification Speciee Hetchery/Wild Seasan Reguletions Management Df rection
Frank Ostar Lakee /18  coldwater yietd rainbow hatchery special general Season will run /1-10/31 annually.
effluent Lagoon No mators water., Maintein catch rate of
and Riley Creek 0.5 fish/hr, with catchable rainbow.
impoundmenta

/115 waremater yield Leargemouth bess, wild/ special geraral Season will run 3/1-10/31 ennually, Nao
bluegill hatchery motors weter,

Goose Pond {HAMA) /0.5 wamwater bess, wild closed clossd Maintain as bass amd bluegil!l rearing
bluegill pond wi th closed season year~round,

All other Lekae /35 coldwater yield rainbow hatchery epect al genaral Season will run fram 7/1 to 10/31.

& pande on . Na maotors watar, Continue dredging

Hagerman WMA operation to improve habitat in

. cooperation with land managament

g persannal, Maintain catch rete of

e approximately 0.5 fish/hr, Maintain

July 1 opener.

/35 warmmater yiald Largemouth bass, wild special general Continue dredging operations to improve
bluegilt, habitat. Improve bluegili spewning
bul Lhesd habitat. Na motors water. Meintain

July 1 openser ta build up bass end
bluegill populations unless studies
indicate otherwise or protection is no
longer needed.
Sand Dunes Lakses /100 warmwater yield Llergemouth base, wild/ yeer-round general Make pertodic stockings of channel and/
bluegilt, hatchery or bluse catfish to increasa numbers.

BSAD3968 R

channel catfish

Undertake necsssary means to restore
Lekes to former wster levels in
cooperation with State Perks
Department.
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Drainege: Mein Snake River and minor tributaries — C.J., Strike Reservoir to Lake Walcott

Fi shery

Water Miles/Acres Typs Clessification Spaciss Hatchery/Wild Season Ragul ations Managemant Di raction

Billingsley 5.5/13.3 coldeater yield rainbow, wild genaral gensral Continue annusl stocking of brown trout

Creek from brown trout fry. Oppose future commercial fish

mouth t~ Tupper rearing operations. Plesoce necessary

Grade Crossing requi remante on any propossd hydropower
praojects to protact fisharies and
wildlife valuss, Maintain catch rats of
spproximately 0.5 trout/hr.

Billingel ay 2.5/6 coldwater trophy reinbaow wild genaral special Fly fishing only. Manage as

Crask fram brown trout high~quality trophy fishery. Maintein

Tupper Grade catch rate of approximately

Crossing to 1.0 trout/hr.

Vader Grade

Croasing

Billingsley 1.0/2.4 coldwatar trophy  ref nbow wild genaral genaral Do not stock brown trout fry in thia

Cresk fram stremm esction, Msintsin catch rata of

Vader Grads approximatsly 0.5 trout/hr,

Crossing to

headwatars.

Riley Craak, 0.4/1.4 coldwater yiald refnbow hatchery/wild year-round general Maintein as yiald fishery with catch

mouth to rate of 0.5 fish/hr., Maintsin instream

Riley Creak Falls flow throughout stream ssction.

0.1/0.4 warmatar yiald Largemouth baas, wild yaarround genersl Maintain instraam flow throughout stream
bluegill, ’ saction.
bul Lhead
Riley Creak, 2/7.3 coldwatar yiald rainbow wild year-round genaral Maintein instream meintsnance flaw.

Riley Creek Falls
to hsadeatars

BBAD3S6BR '

Meintain cetch rate of 0.5 fishVhr.
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Drainagea: Main Snake River and minor tributaries - C.J, Strika Resarvoir to Laka Walcott

@

Fi shary

Water Miles/Acres Type Clessification Spacies Hatchary/Wild Season Ragul ati ons Management Diraction

Box Canyon Creek, 0.3%1.1 coldweter yield reainbow witd general genersl Presarve asasthetic qualities of siream.

mouth to Maintain edequata {nstresm mafntensnce

hatchery diverston flows for aquatic Life and riparian

structure habi tets.

Box Canyon 0.9/3.3 coldweter yisld rainbow wild genersl general Presarve unique assthatic quelities of

Springs, etremm. Maintain edequate {nstream flow

from hetchary for aquatic Life and riparien habitst.

diversion structure Maintein very high standards for

upstresm to headwatsrs protection of stress enviromment which
could be i{mpacted by e proposed
hydropowar projact and/or fish hatchary
davelomsnts.

Banbury Springs 0.2/0.2 coldweter yield reinbow, wild yaer-round generel Praserve unique assthetic qualities of

brown trout arees and appoes development which would

edversely impact ersa. Menage an a
wild-trout beeie with approximate catch
rate of 0.5 fish/hr, Meintein adequate
instraam flow in sll stresm channels.
Preserve Shoshone eculpin,

ALl other aquifer 10/22 coldweter yield rainbow hetchery/wild yesar-round genarat Manage as yield fishery. Maintein catch

springs in

Gooding County

BOAD3BEGBR

rete of epproximately 0.5 fish/hr,
Pressrve quality of undeveloped squifer
springs.



Dreinage: Main Snake River and minor tributaries - C.J. Strike Ressrvoir to Laks Waloott

Fi shery
Watar MiLas/Acres Type Classification Spacies Hatchary/Wild Sesson Regul atf ons Management Df rection
Aquifer springs 0.61.2 coldweter preservation resinbow, wild speciel general Presarve unique sssthetic qualitise of
in Jarama County cutthroat, area. Work with spproprists agencise
Vinyerd Cresk hybeid trout and priveta tandowners to slimimate
irrigetion weter from lower portion of
creak. Strongly oppose any devalopment
of traila into sres. Protect unique
population of cutthroat end hybrid trout
which spawn and rear in stresm.
Strongly opposs any praject which would
raise haight of Twin Falla Dem and
inundata Vinyerd Crask.
Scott proparty 0.17/0.1 coldwatar yield rainbow hatchary ysar-round genaral Manage as yield fishary.
, springs
o (Ellison's
% springs)
Davil'a Corral 1/2.4 coldwster yiald refnbow wild yaar-round genaral Manage es yiald fishary,
springs
ALl othar 0.2/0.1 coldwater yiald rainbow wild genaral general Manage as yiald fishery.
equifer aprings
in Jeroma County
Rock Creak, 21/38 coldwater yiatd rainbow, hatchery/wild yeesr-round gansral  Continue cooperation with IDHW, SCS
from mouth to brawn trout and TFSCD on ongoing Rock Creek rurasl

Twin Falls

cleen water projesct, Continue annual
Highline Canal

brawn trout stockings. Asaure adsquete
minimm instream flows and other

anvi rommentsl protaction at proposed
hydro sites. Maintain catch reta of
0.5 fisVhr, -

BBAD3SEBR e
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Drainage; Mein Snake River and minor tributeries - C.J. Strike Resarvolir to Lake Welcott
__Flehary

Water Miles/Acres Type Clasgification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Ragul ati ons Management Df raction

Rock Cresk, 15/22 coldwatar yiasld rainbow, hatchary/wild general gensral Continue cooperation on Rock Creek rursl

from Twin Fells brown trout clean water projact, Expend brown trout

Highline Canal stockings upatream to below mouth of

to headwaters Fifth Fork. Maintein catch rete of
spproximately 0.5 fish/hr.

Casder Dreaw Creek, 12/18 coldwater yisld rainbow wild yssr-round genaral Continue aesf stance with state and

from mouth to faderal parsonnel on cleen weter project

Twin Fells on etresm. Maintain adequate minimum

Highl ine Canal inetrass flowe snd other envirommentel
protaction at proposed hydro sites.

Cader Draw Cresk, 2/3 coldweter yield reinbow wild genaral genaral Continue assiatance on ongoing clean

from Highline water prqject.

Cenal to

headwaters

Mud Crsek &/12 coldwater yield reinbow wild general general Maintain adequate minimum instream
flows,

Deap Creesk, 16/38 coldwater yiald rainbow wild general genersl Manage sa yiald fishery. Maintein

from Twin Falle satisfactory instresm flow pest hydro

Highline Canal sites,

to headwaters

All other 168/142 coldwater yisld reainbow wild/hetchery general genaral Manage for yiald fishery.

etreams in

drei nege

26/25 wamwatar yield smallmouth bass, wild general general Manage for yleld fishery.

BBAD396BR

Largemouth bass,
bluegill
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A.

24. BIG WOOD RIVER DRAINAGE

Overview

The Wood Rlver basin has a dralnage area of over 2,990 square
miles. MaJor dralnages In the Wood River system are the Blg Wood
and Little Wood rlvers, Flows from the Wood drainage are
controlled for Irrigation and flood control by four major
reservolrs: Magic, LIttle Wood Rliver, Flish Creek and Mormon.
Approximately 144,000 acres are Irrlgated from reservolr storage
and other diversions. Recent hydroelectric power devel opments are
currently In operatlon at Magic Reservoir, Little Wood River
Reservolr, the confluence of the Big Wood and Little Wood rivers,
the Little Wood near Shoshone, the Malad River Dam and LIttle Wood
River Dam. Addltional hydropower faclllities are proposed for the
Malad River near State Park and Maglic Dam.

Thls dralnage contalns the most hlighly productive trout streams,
lake and reservolr hablitat In south central I|daho. Nearly all the
major rivers, streams, |akes, reservoirs and ponds are sultable for
trout. Ralnbow trout are the most Important game flsh species In
the dralnage, but the lower Little Wood River and lower Sllver
Creek support excellent brown trout populations, and portlons of
the dralnage sustaln high populatlons of brook trout. Brown trout
have established very good wild populations In the Blg Wood Rliver
In the sectlon from the backwaters of Maglic Reservolr to about
Stanton Crossing, and signiflicant and steadlly Increasing numbers
of browns are now found In the reservolr proper, Browns were
recently Introduced to Mormon Reservolr, but I+ Is too soon to .
determine If these stockings were successful. No significant
populations of wild trout are found In any of the major lakes or
reservolrs of the dralnage, and the trout flsherlies are |argely
dependent on annual plantings of hatchery fish. Trout flsheries In
the larger reservolirs are normally maintained by fingerling
planting but recelve catchable plants following droughts or heavy
drawdown periods. Wild trout populations varying from falr +to
excellent are found In most of +the streams In the dralnage.
Excel lent popul ations of wild trophy ralnbow are found In the Big
Wood Rlver between Magic Dam and the Richfield Canal, Richfield
Canal proper and Silver Creek and its main tributaries. Both wild
and hatchery brown trout (fry and fingerling plants) reach trophy
slze In the lower Little Wood River and lower Silver Creek. WIlld
trout populations are suppl emented with catchable rainbow plants In
portions of several heavily fished streams.

Good populations of warmwater game flsh are found In many waters of
the Wood River dralnage, mainly In reservolirs, lakes and ponds.
The principal warmwater fish specles present are yellow perch,
| argemouth and smal Imouth bass and bl uegiil.

Angler pressure |s very high In portlons of the drainage. One of
the most Intensely flshed stream sections In the area Is the Big
Wood River between Gimiet and the mouth of Pralrie Creek. Magic

-190-
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Reservolr Is the largest reservolr and recelives the highest angler
pressure of any water In Reglon 4,

There are 16 alpine lakes which support fish in this dralnage.
These lakes are all relatively productive and most of them support
high qual Ity ralnbow and cutthroat trout angling. The lakes are
normal ly stocked by heilcopter every third year under a cooperative
agreement with USFS. Experimental grayling plants have been made
In one alpine lake In the drainage and have done very well.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Stream channelization Is a major problem In the
dralnage and continues to degrade trout habitat.

PROBRAM - Intensify efforts to prevent all possible
damage to the siream enviromments. Work ciosely with
IDNR and other appropriate agencles to prevent
detrimental channel ization,

(2) PROBLEM - Despite Blaine County Zonling Commission efforts,
construction of homes on Blg Wood Rlver flood plain areas
contlnues to be a problem resulting iIn stream channel
al terations and loss of riparian habltat.

PROGRAM - Continue to work with Blaine County Zoning
Commission and IDWR to prohibit any further construction
of homes or other deveiopments on Big Wood River dralnage
flood plaln areas. Oppose actlvitles which Infringe on
the flood plain and threaten fish habltat.

(3) PROBLEM - Land use practices, such as grazing and plowing very
close to the stream banks, have contributed to excessive
sllitation in the Sllver Creek drainage In recent years.

PROGRAM - Work wlth nature conservancy personnel,
landowners and local govermments In Sliver Creek dralnage
to curtall tand use practices which contribute excesslve
slit loads to the streams. Encourage fencing of riparian
area where practical.

(4) PROBLEM - Lack of flsh screens on many of the major irrigation
diversions off the maln Big Wood River and same other streams
in the dralnage causes significant |osses of game flsh.

PROGRAM - Investigate the feasiblilty of screening, and
screen some of the major Irrigation diversions off the
Bl g Wood River and certaln other streams in the dral nage.

(5) PROBLEM - A need exists for stream habltat Improvement on
portions of the Blg Wood River which have been severely
al tered by man.

-191-
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‘ PROGRAM -~ |nvestigate the feasibll ity of stream habltat
Improvement on certaln severely altered sectlons of the

Big Wood Rlver. Determine the priority and value of this
program and Initlate If high.

(6) PROBLEM - Water depths In Carey Lake have lessened serliously
during the past ten years resulting In a decrease of warmwater
fish habltat,

g PROGRAM - Addltional portions of Carey Lake wlll be
dredged as funding permits.

(7) PROBLEM - Shiner populations have Increased sharply In Thorn
Creek Reservolir In the past few years and may jeopardlze trout
growth and survival.

PROGRAM - Perlodlc stockings of brown trout, or possibly

chinook saimon, wlll be made In Thorn Creek Reservolr to
determine whether they are effective In reducing shiner
popul ations.

(8) PROBLEM - There Is a need for new trophy or high qual ity trout
fisherles In the area to meet the Increasing demands for

waters of this nature.

PROGRAMS - (1) Examine the feasiblilty of developing the

o ™ il dhorse™ Reservolr site for a trophy trout water 'If
sufficlent federal funding becomes avall able. if +thils
project Is constructed, the reservolr wliil be placed

under speclal restrictlive regulations; (2) If determined
feasible and If funds are avallable, cooperate with the
Bureau of Land Management In a jolnt project to ralse the
height of Thorn Creek Dam to iIncrease the size and depth
of the reservolr and alleviate the winterkil! problem.
The goal would be to establish a trophy or very high
qual ity trout fishery; and (3) Negotiate with the awners
of Cow Creek Reservolr near Hill Clty to determine If a
cooperative agreement can be made- whereby the Depariment
would repalr or rebulld the existing dam If public access
Is allowed. |If a satlsfactory agreement can be reached,
manage the water as a trophy trout water with restrictive
regul ations,

. (9) PROBLEM - Hydropower developments on the main Big Wood River
and tributaries could Jeopardize exlsting flsheries, wiidlife
and aquatic val ues.

PROGRAM ~ Requlre site-specific Instream flow studies on
hydro projects proposed for the maln Blg Wood River and
other streams In the dralnage with signlflicant flsherles
and wildllfe values. No flows, other than the optimum
flow, wlll be recommended for streams wlth high fish and
wildlife values. The cumulative effects of possible

~-192~
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large numbers of hydro proJects on the dralnage should be ‘
eval uated.

(10) PROBLEM - Loss of trout over the splllway at Magic Reservolr
Is a serlious problem during years of high splli.

PROGRAM - Negotlate with officlals of the Big Wood River
Canal Company and proposed hydroelectric developers at
Maglic Dam for satisfactory fish screens or other means to
prevent high loss of trout over the spillway.

-193-
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C. Management Direction

Drefnage: B1ig Wood River
‘ F{ shery — » )

Water M Les/Acres Type Classification Spacies Hatchery/Wild Season Ragul ati ons Management Direction
Big Wood River, Y1 col dwater yisld rainbow hatchary/wild genaral general Stock catchabla rainbow as nseded to
from mouth supplement wild trout popul ations.
to I-84 bridge Maintein catch rate of 0.5 fishr,

wamweter yield semellmouth baas wild general genaral M xed warmwatar fishary.
Big Wood River, 10/36 coldwstar yisld reinbow wild yesar-round genaral Yield fishery for Limited wild trout
from I-84 popul ation,
bridge to
confluence of wamweter yield smellmouth bess wild year-round genersl Maintein ss mixed wamwater fishery,
Little Wood
River
Big Wood River, 50/182 coldwater yield semallmouth bass wild year-round general Maintein wild trout fishery.
from conflusnce
with Little wamuater yield smellmouth bass wild year-round gensrsal Maintein as mmellmouth baes fishery.
Wood River
upstream to
Richfisld Cansl
divarsion
Big Woaod Rivar, /11 coldeater trophy  ref nbow, wild specisl general Trophy fishery for wild trout, Meintain
from Richfteld Csnsl brown trout catch rats of 0.5 fishhr,
diversion upstream
to Magic Dem
81g Wood River, 1461 coldweter yisld rainbow, wild epaci el genaral Maintain Limited wild trout population
from Magic brook trout, due to severa flow reductions during
Reservoir up- whitefish, irrigetion seeson.

stream to Glandele
diverstion

BBAD386BR

brawn trout



Dratnage: Big Wood River

Fi shery

Water Mi L es/Acres Type Classification Species Hntchorl{ﬂld Season Regul ati ons Management Di rection

Big Wood River, 22/80 coldwater yisld rsinbow, hatchery/wild spacial general Yisld fishery for wild and hatchery

from Glendale brook trout, trout and whitefish, Maintain catch

diveresfon upstream whitefish rate of 0.5 trout/hr.

to Hulen Mesadows

bridge

Big Wood River, 8/22 coldweter qual ity reinbow, - wild special special Wild trout water, catch-and-relesss.

from Hulen brook trout, Winter whitefish season. Adjuet menage—

Meadows bridge whitef ish mant di rection to conform with recowm

upatraam to mendatione of new studies. Initiate

mouth of North evaluation of current mansgement.

Fork

]
';;Big Wood River, 19/68 coldwater ylield reinbow, hatchary/wild speci al genaral Yield fishery for wild and hatchary
" from mouth of brook trout, trout end whitefieh. Meintein catch

N.F. to headweters whitefish rete of 0.5 fish/hr.

Richfield Cansl 14/50 ool dwater trophy reinbow wild year-round genarel Trophy trout fishery with catch rete of
0.2 figh/hr, Thin fish out periodicslly
by electrofishing to maintein large size
of fish.

Little Wood River, 1948 warmwster yield amslilmouth bass wild speciel general Maintein as smellmouth base fishery with

from mouth to catch rete of 0.5 fish/hr.

Shoshons

Little Wood River, 1772/8 coldwater yiald rainbow, wild speciel general Manege ee a wild rainbow and brown

from Shoshons to brown trout trout fichery.

divereion dam

B8AD3 86BR




Drainege: Big Wood River

’ ’ .

Fi shery
Water Miles/Acras Type Classification Species Hetcheq!lild Season Regul ations Management Di rection
Little Wood 10/24 coldeater ylald reinbow, wild spaciel general Yield brown trout end rainbow fishary
River, from brown trout with catch rate of D.4 trout/hr, Make
Dietrich suppl emental plantings of brown trout
divarsion dam fry 8ss needed. Continue to cooperate
to downatream with BLM to improve stresm end riparian
boundary of habi tat.
"Besr Tracks”
Williams State
Recreation Area
Little Wood ¥7 coldmster quality brown trout, wild spacial special Quality brown snd reinbow trout fishery
River, through reinbow with catch rate of 0.7 fishWhr, Make
"Bear Tracks" supplamental plantings of brawn trout
Williame State fry ss neadad. Fly fishing only,
Recrestion Ares catch—and—ralesse basis 88 an sccess
.-'- stipulation. Continue to cooperate with
g BLM to improve stream habitat.
[}
Little Woad 4/10 coldwater quelity brawn trout, wild spaciel peneral Quelity brown and reinbow trout fishary
River, from upper rat nbow with catch rata of 0.5 fish/hr, Make
boundery "Bear suppl ementel stockings of brawn trout
Tracks” Williams fry es needed. Continue to cooperate
State Recreation with BLM to improve stream and riparian
Ares to mouth of hebi tat.
Silver Creek
Little Wood River, 1¥/32 coldeater yiald brown trout, wild pensral peneral Support proposed {netream flow through

from mouth of
Silver Creek to
canel diversions
north of Carey

BIAD3 968 R

brook trout,
rai nbow

sres to improve fishery.



Dratnage; Big Wood River

Fi shery
Weter Milea/Acres Type Classification Species Hetchery/Wild Season Regul sti ons Manegement Di rection
trout fishery.
Little Wood River, 22/53 coldwater yield reinbow, wild generel genaral Mat ntein wild trou y
from Little Wood brook trout
Reservoir to
headweters
ith averege catch
wild epectal generel Witd trout fishery w
P B lharar it ::::o't:-out. ' ’ rate of 0.5 fielvhr. No motors weter.
tretrem 1 brook trout Adjuet management direction to conform
i abway wi th recommendations of echeduled new
Hamer & ressarch study.
intefn catch rete of 0.5 trout/hr.
fsld reinbow wild generel generel Ma
tron Higaay e ol dhter : e brown t:-out. Adjust menagsment df raction to conform
bridge vo et brook trout, with recommendstione of scheduled new
.Lbrldga to westside T arer wtudy,
OKilpatrick bridge whitefish
: L
h-end-releasa, fly fishing only,
L rainbow wild genersl epect al Catc
Py v coldmuter ety brook t:-out. unlawful to fish from raft or boat.
:::- :‘:t:'d’ brown trout Meintein catch rats of 1.0 fish/hr.
pstric
bridge to
confluence of
Grove and Stalker
creeks (including
all tributaries)}
Sulltven L,
within Neture
Conservancy
property
Stalkar Creek 2.5/4.5 coldeater quality ref nbow, wild general speci al (htd:—and-::l:a:s. fly“?:hi::.:nly. un-
. Llewful to fis romr r -
brook trout
::;.h ;‘::::“‘c"::k brown trout' Matntain catch rate of 1.0 fishW/hr.
r

upetream (including
tributaries within
public fishing
portion of Nature
Conservancy

property

AGANIGRAR G . N
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Drainage: Big Wood River
F shery
Water Miles/Acres Type Claceification Species Hetchery/Wild Sesson Ragul ations Management Di rection
Stel ker Creek 1v12 coldwater yleld brook trout, wild goneral general Yield wild trout fishery; meintain
from public fishing rai nbow 10 fish Limit on brook trout. Adjust
portion of Neture managemant directions if neceesary to
Conservancy canform with new resesrch findings.
property upetream
{including
tributaries)
Laving Creek, from 4/6 coldwater yiald rainbow, wild genersl genereal Yield wild trout fieshery., Maintain
Natura Conservency brook trout catch rata of 0,5 fish/hr.
boundary upstreem
to headwaters
S 8rove Craek 5/8 coldwater yield refnbow, wild general general Yield wild trout fishery.
23% brook trout
ALL other 356/3556 coldwater yieold reinbow, hatchary/wild general general
atreams in Big brown trout,
Wood River brook trout
drainage
Magic Reservoir /3567 col duater yiald rainbow, hatchery/wild year—round general Emphasiza rafnbow trout fishery with
brown trout, Large annuel fingerling rainbow
kokanee stocki ngs and L imited catchable reinbow
stockings efter extreme dremdowns,
Maintain overell catch rate of
1.0 trout/hr. on opening weekend of
ganeral sseson end 0.5 trout/hr. through
remaining sseson. Stock Largaly Shaste
snd Hayepur genetic strain rainbow, if
available, but adjust stremm stockings
sccordingly 1f other studies currently
underwey 8o indicate.
/189 warmwater yield perch wild year-round general Consider stocking fell chinook to

BIAD3IBEBR

determine whether they are effective in
reducing perch poputations.



Drainage: Big Wood River

Water Mi Ll es/Acres

Fi shery
Classification

Type

Species

Hatchery/Wild Season

Regul ations

Management Di rection

Morman Reservoir

/2565

/135

Little Wood
Resarvoi r

/575

=661~

Fieh Cresk Resarvoir /516

B9AD396BR

coldwater yield

wormwater

yield

coldws ter yield

coldwatar yield

rainbow,
chinook,
brown trout

perch

rainbow,
brook trout

rainbow,
brook trout

hatchery ysar-round

wild

year-round

hetchery/wild yesr-round

hatchary/wild yesr-round

genarel

generel

genarel

general

Quality trout fishery; continus brown

trout stockings. Experimentelly stock
differant gemetic etreins of rainbow.

Meintein catch rate of 0.3 fish/hr.

Continue with fall chinook stockings to
determine whether this epecies is
effective in reducing perch populetions
end to add variety to fisheries.

Experimentelly stock differant genatic
streins of reinbow. Maintein fishery
with fingerling retnbaw stocking with
supplemental catchebla rafnbow stockings
efter heavy drewdown years., Maintain
catch ratas of 1.0 fish/hr. for ice
fishery end 0.5 fish/hr. in gensrel
eeason,

Experimentally stock differant genetic
streine of rainbow. Maintain beaic
fishary with fingerling reinbow
stockings and eupplemental cetchable
plantings after axtreme drawdowns or as
determinaed desirebla. Maintain catch
rste of 1.5 fish/hr. for 1ce fishary end
0.5 fish/hr, during general sesson,
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Drainsge: Big Wood River

Fi shery

Water Miles/Acres 'rlp Classification Species Hetchery/Wild Season Regul etions Management Df rection

Alpine Lakes /86 coldwater quelity brook trout, hatcherywild yearround general Plece emphasis on mainteining assthetic

(total of 16, grayling, qualities at high level and ksesping

3 in Littls Wood ratnbow, desirable Leveles of angleres st mountain

River dreinage end cutthroat Lakes. Stocking of different species in

13 1n Big Wood certain lakas will be continued to

River drainage) provide verfety. Lakes will normally be

stocked every 3 years through
cooperetion with USFS. Meintain catch
rate of 0.5 trout/hr. Greyling will be
stocking in Big Lost Leke in addition to
trout, when eveilable.

Thorn Creek Reservoir /126 coldwater ylield reinbow, hatchery ganeral generel Experimentel ly stock brown trout or
brown trout, chinook to control shiners. Investigate

,»'\3 chinook feesibility of reising the height of the

8 dem in & cooperative effort with the BLM

' with the goal to establish trophy or

high quality trout fishery.

Dog Cresk Reservoir /%5 warmater/ yield lergemouth hetchery/wild yeerround general Suppl ement warsweter fisheary with

coldwater bass, put—and-taks reinbow fishery. Continue
bluegill, brown trout stockings. Assess fisheries
rainbow and chemically eradicate and restock 1f

studies so indicate,

Carey Leke /200 warmater yield lergemouth wild general generel Yield warsmater fishery. Conduct fish
bess, popul etion end limnological studies of
bluegill, leke to eid 1n essessing fisheries and
yellow perch, to determine menagement di rection.
bul Lheed )
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A.

25. SA.MON FALLS CREEK, GOOSE CREEK, RAFT
RIVER, AND OTHER DRAINAGES SOUTH OF THE SNAKE RIVER

Overy lew

There are three major dralnages south of the Snake Rlver between
C.J. Strike Reservolr and Massacre Rocks - Raft Rlver, Goose Creek,
and Salmon Falls OCreek. The three dralnages have a comblned
dralnage area of over 6,590 square mliles. Three major reservolirs,
Oakl ey, Salmon Falls Creek and Roseworth, and one mlnor reservolr,
Sublett, store water for Irrigation and flood control. These
reservoirs ajl support trout flsherles varying fram falr +to
excel lent. Sublett has excellent trout reproduction In +rlibutary
streams and 1s managed on a wlld trout basis. One other reservoir,
Stone, Is located on Deep Creek In the Curiew Valley approximately
22 miles west of Malad City and has good ralnbow trout, black
crapple and | argemouth bass populatlons.

All of these dralnages have streams which support good wlld trout
popul ations. Specles found In different portions of the area are
ralnbow, cutthroat, brown and brook trout. Good popul ations of
native cutthroat are found In the Raft Rlver, Goose Qreek and
Salmon Fails Creek dralnages.

Beaver ponds furnlsh much valuable trout habltat on many of the
smal | er streams of the Raft River and Goose Creek dralnages. Large
portions of the Raft Rlver and sections of some streams In the
Goose Creek drainage have been degraded by overgrazing and poor
land use practlices In past years.

The |ower portlions of Shoshone Creek and Its tributaries were
chemical ly eradicated In 1972 to reduce nongame fish popul ations In
cooperation with Nevada Depariment of WlidlIfe. Ralnbow, brown and
cutthroat trout were relntroduced Into the area wlth dramatic,
excel lent resuilts.

Salmon Falls Creek Reservoir was completed In 1912 and untli the
spring of 1984 was considered a closed system and, as a result, has
recelved plantings of many species of flsh through the years,
Record snows In the dralnage caused the reservoir to fill and spll!
for the first time In the spring of 1984. It currently has more
different game flsh specles than any other reservolr in the area,
including rainbow +trout, brown trout, chinook salmon, kokanee,
yellow perch, black crapple, channel catflsh, smallmouth bass and
wal leye. Walleye and chinook are the two most recent additions and
both species have done well. The reservolr also has extremely high
nongame flsh popul atlons which provide a good forage base.

The walleye fishery In Salmon Falls OQOreek Reservolir has been
extremely well recelved and Is very popular with a large segment of
anglers. A creel census undertaken on the reservolr In the summer
of 1983 Indicated approxImately 1,400 wal leye were taken by angl ers
and the number taken per year has been steadlly Increasing. Scme
walleye In the reservolr are now reachlng trophy sizes and an
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11-pound S5-ounce flsh was caught in August of 1984. Ice fishing
for the species was good in the winter of 1985.

Angl ing pressure varies considerably throughout the drainages. It

Is high on Roseworth, Sublett and Salmon Falls Creek reservoirs,

but is relatively light on streams in the Salmon Fails Creek and .
Raft+ River dralnages. Signlficant angling pressure occurs on the
more accessible streems of the Bruneau Rlver drainage, but pressure
Is extremely |Ight on most of the relatively Inaccessible sireams.
The main Jarbidge River downstream from Its confluence with the
East Fork is utllized for float +rips. Easlly accessible streams
In the Goose OCreek dralnage recelve very high use, primarily
anglers fram the Burley-Rupert area.

There are four alplne lakes which support game fish In the Raft
Rlver drainage: the Independence Lakes on Independence Mountaln
near Oak|ey and Lake Cleveland on Mount Harrison. The Independence
Lakes have good rainbow and cutthroat populations which result fram
fry plantings. Lake Cleveland Is accessible by road and the
fishery Is maintained by catchable rainbow stockings.

B. Probiems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - A sel f~sustaining kokanee population needs to be
estabi | shed In Salmon Fails Creek Reservoir.

PROGRAM - Large numbers of Intermediate spawning strain
kokanee flngerlings will be planted annually in Salmon
Falls Creek and above the fish migration barrier if and
when the fish are avaliable. Stocklings of early spawning
strains will be di scontinued.

(2) PROBLEM - Construction of new roads and tralls, or Improvement
of existing trails, may endanger native cutthroat popul atlons.

PROGRAM ~ Strongly oppose any new road or trall
construction or (improvement of exlsting trails for
of f~road vehicle use near any key native cutthroat trout
streams,

(3) PROBLEM - There |Is a sligniflcant public demand for more
warmwater fishing In the area.

PROGRAM - Stock | argemouth bass, smal Imouth bass, channel ,
catfish and bluegill In suitable selected ponds In the

dral nages south of the Snake Rlver. Stock walleye In

Oakl ey Reservoir |f It is determined feaslble.

(4) PROBLEM - Oakley Reservolr is a |arge reservolr with only falr
game fish populations and is close to a high populiation area.

202~
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PROGRAM - Increase stockings of warmwater fish specles.
Continue channel catfish stockings and Introduce
smal Imouth bass. Experimentally Introduce other

warnwater fish specles which would be compatible with the
Snake River and other dralnages below.
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C. Management Direction

Drainage: Drainages south of the Sneke River — Raft River, Goose Creek
Fi shery

Weter Miles/Acres T!E "~ Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Rgn’ul'ati ons Management Di rection

Raft River and 221 coldwater yield rainbow, wild general general Menage as wild trout fishery with
Goose Creek brown trout, emphseie on praservation of stream

drai nages, cutthroat qualities for spawning and rearing.
including Continus cooperation with USFE and
Sublatt Cresk Sublatt Irrigation Dietrict to maintain
end tributeries riparfen vegetation and protect etream
above Sublett hebitat. Msintain catch rata of
Reservot r 1.5 fish/hr.

Leke Fork Cresk &/3 coldeater yisld reinbow, wild general general Manage as wild trout fishery with

brown trout, emphesis on preserving epawning and

tl\) cutthroat rearing velues, Continue cooperation
g with USFE end Local irrigation district
' to protect stream habitat,

Fell Creak 0.6/0.26 coldeater yield reinbow, wild gsneral genarsl Place amphasis on preserving quality of
to fells brown trout, stream habitat for spewning end rearing.

cutthroat Continus cooperation with USFS to
preserve straam quality.

Goose Cresk from 44/31 coldwater yisld reinbow, hetchery/wild general geharsl Maintsin quality of cutthroat fishery,.
headwaters to outthroat Maintain catch rete of 0.5 Tish/hr,
Oakley Reservoir

(excluding

portione of Nevade

end Utah)

Big Cottonwood ¥4 coldweter yield rei nbow, hatchery/ﬁld generel generel Study effect of catchable trout on cut-
Creek, from cutthroat throat population end consider tamine-

Wells Ranch to
Pickatt Hollow

BSAD3SEBR

tion of ratf nbow stockings.
catch rate of 0.5 fielv/hr,
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Drainage: Dreinage south of the Snsks River ~ Raft River
Fighary o ’
Water Miles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ati ona Mansgement Of rection
Big Cottormood 12/12 coldwater quelity cutthroat wild general genarel flace emphasis on cutthroat end preesr-
Creek, from vation of stresm hasbitat, Strongly
Pickett Hollow opposs addi tionel road or tratl
construc—
to heaedwaters tion along stream. Meintain catch rata
of 1.0 fielvhr,
Other streems 361/277 coldester yleld brook trout, hstchery/wild general general Emphasize protection of mative cutthrost
in Reft River rai nbow, in stresms whera present. Meintein
catch
ond Gooes Creak cutthroat rete of 1.0 trout/hr.
drai nages
Salmon Falle 13/31 wemmwater yisld emallmouth bass wild year-round general Manage es yield fishery.
Creek, from
mouth to Selmon
Fells Creek Dem
31/78 coldestar yieald reai nbow, hatchery year-round generel Maintein wild ratnbow, stock brown trout
brown trout to eatablish populetion in Lawer portion
of creek,
From baclwaters 58 coldeater yield reinbow, wild year-round general Matntein wild trout fishary. Maintein
of Selmon Fulls brown trout catch rate of 0.5 fish/hr.
Creak Reservair
to Ideho/Nevada
border
2/4 wemuwater yiald emslimouth bass, wild year-round general Meintein wild fishery.
chennel catfish,
walleye
Shoshone Creek, 1v/12 coldwater yteld ref nbow, hatchery/wild general general Continue stocking brown trout to bolster
from Neveda brown trout, populations. Maintain catch rate of
border ta mouth cutthroat wild 0.5 fish/hr,

of Big Creek
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Drainage: Dresineges south of the Snake River

Fi shery
Water Milea/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management Oi rection
Shoshone Creek, 12/14 coldwater yield rainbow wild general general Plant no catchebles in summer months due
from mouth of to ineufficient flows.
Big Creek to
headwaters
Big Creek from 1417 coldwater yisld rainbow, hatchery/wild goneral general Stock rainbow wainly in suitaeble beaver
mouth to brown trout ponds. Maintein catch rate of
headweters 0.5 fish/hr.
All other streams 5§7/44 coldwater yield reainbow, wild general general Emphesize protection of native cutthroat
in Sslwon Falls cutthroat where pressnt. Do not stock reainbow
Creak dreinage trout in waters with pure strain
R~ cutthroat trout populations, Maintein
g catch rate of 1.0 trout/hr,
Sublett /113  coldwatar quelity rainbow, wild general general Manage on wild trout quelity basis.
Reservolr cutthroat, Continue annual brown trout stocking
brown trout, until it is deteminad naturel reproduc-
coho, tion is sufficient. Make periodic
plants
chinook of cutthroat, Closely monitor epewning
rune of rainbow, cutthroat, and brown
trout for epewning success. Maintain
close cooperation end coordination with
Sublett Irrigation District to eesure
public accaes. Maintain catch rate of
0.3 fish/hr.
Salmon Fells /1700 coldwater yield reinbow, hatchery/wild year-round general Emphaeize speciee divereity. Continue
Creek Resarvoir brown trout, snnual etockinge of brown trout fry or
kokanea, fingerlings. Stock intermediste etrain
chinook of kokanee if suiteble egg source can be
found. Meintein catch rate of
0.5 fish/hr, on salmonids.
BOAD3SEBR
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Dreinage: Oresinages south of the Snake River
» Fi shery
Water M Lea/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Sesson Regul ati ons Management Of rection
Salmon Fells warmmatar yiald walleys, wild/hatchery yearround general Establish sel f~sustsining welleya
Creak Resarvelr perch, fishery in resesrvoir. Monitor effect of
{continued) black crapie, walleya on forage fish species. If
chennal catfish, studies so dictate, experimentelly stock
smallmouth baes new farage spacles.
Rosewar th /1800 coldwater yiald rainbow hatchery spaci el genaral Continue Jen/Fab ice fishing season
Reservoir af ter good water carryover years.
(Cadar Craek Emphasize reinbow in reservoir.
Reservoir) Negotiste to assure continued public
access.
Cakley Resarvoir /675 coldwetar yiald reinbow, hetchary year-round genersl Menege as yiald fishery, Continue
chinook ennual fall chinook stocking and closely
monitor rasulte. Mafntein catch rete of
0.5 trout and/or chinook/hr.
warmwatar yield chennel catfish, hstchary yesrround genaral Manage es a yield fishery., G5tock
yellow parch amal lmouth baes and continue channal
catfish stockings. Experimentally
introduce other suftabla waermwater
spacies compatible with drefneges below.
Stone Reearvoir /128 coldweter yield reinbow hatchery yaarround general Manage ag yisld fishery, Meintein catch
(Curlem valley) rate of 0.5 fish/hr,
/127 warmater yield Largemouth baes, wild yesar-round general Increasa Lergemouth baes and bleck
black crappie crappia popul ations.
Other Lekes and /4 coldwster ylield rainbow, hetchery peneral penerel Manage es yleld fishary. Meintain catch
reservol re brown trout rate of D.5 fiseh/hr.
/100 warmwatsr yiald bullhead, wild/hetchery general general Stock same new waters with Largemouth

BAAD3 96B R
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Orainage: ODreinages south of the Snakes River

Fi ghery
Weter Miles/Acres Type Clessificetion Spacies Hetchery/Wild Sesson Regul ati ons Menagement Oirection
Independence /6 coldeater quelity reinbow, hetchery/nild general general Stress quality engling with emphesis on
Loke #1 cutthroat assthatics and desirsble numbers of
snglers, G6tock trout every three
years. Nwmbers will be decresassd to
increases size of trout. Support USF8
policy of foot or horse travel only.
Independance Lake /20 coldeater quality ratnbow, hatchery gensral general Stress quality angling. Greyling fry
r cutthroat, will be stocksd periodically ss
greyling availeble. Stock cutthroat every
three yesrs., Support USFS policy of
foot or horse travel only.
J
8Indepnndonco Lake /6 coldeater queality rainbow, hatchery general genareal Monitor for winterkills and stock at
comore
1
#3 cutthroat frequent intarvels if winterkill
occurs. Stress quality engling.
Support USFE policy of foot or horee
travel only.
Lake Clevelsnd /6 coldeater ylield reainbow hetchery generel special Accessible by road. Gtock snnuslly with

BOAD3S6B R
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26. SNAKE RIVER ~ LAKE WALCOTT TO
CONFLUENCE OF SOUTH FORK AND HENRYS FORK

Overview

The Snake River from Lake Walcott upstream to the confluence of the
Henrys (North) and South Forks encompasses a varlety of habltat
types. This river section covers approximately 125 miles, of which
approximately 20 miles has been flooded by American Falls
Reservolir,

The rlver from Eagle Rock upstream to Amerlican Falls Dam, a
distance of about six mliles, Is considered a Class | trout stream.
An estimated 58,000 hours of fishing occurred in this stretch with
22,000 rainbow trout belng caught during the fishing season from
May 26 through the end of October. This section Is also noted for
the +trophy-size +trout caught with numerous fish taken 1In the
5- 10-pound class.

Trout planted In Amerlican Falls Reservolir often migrate downstream
to the river In mid-summer because the reservolr water becomes warm
and lacks sufficlent oxygen. Releases of water +through +the
turbines In mid-summer resuit In warm water and lowered oxygen
levels In the tallrace. Winter storage of water in the reservoir
reduces river flows, placing additional stress on Its +trout
population,

American Falls Reservolr covers 56,000 surface acres and contains
1.7 milllon acre-feet of water at capacity. I+ Is a popular
fishing reservolir, with an estimated 26,000 rainbow harvested and
125,000 hours fishing during the period mid-April through eariy
November . The reservoir Is planted annually with trout In the
early spring and Is noted for producing nice catches. Most trout
range In size from one to two pounds and virtually all are of
hatchery origin. In addition, the reservolr contains a dense
popuiation of nongame fish, primarily suckers, carp and chubs.

The Snake River from the backwaters of American Falls Reservolr
upstream to Tllden Bridge, a distance of approximately 20 miles, Is

also a Class | stream. The stream in this area s somewhat
inaccessible because of private land along the river ‘and I|imited
access through the Fort Hall Indian Reservation. Numerous springs

arise on the reservation In the area known as the Bottoms located
near the upper end of American Falls Reservolir and between the
Portneuf River on the south and the Snake River on the north. The
springs produce approximately 2,000,000 acre-feet of water
annually, more than enough to fIll American Falls Reservoir. The
two best-known springs In this area are Clear Creek and Spring
Creek, both Class | waters for 7 miles and 11 miles, respectively.
These springs contain rainbow trout and mountain whitefish.

The Snake River from Tilden Bridge upstream to Idaho Falls, a
distance of 43 miles, Is characterized by unstable low banks
consisting of small river rock. Water Is diverted from the river
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for Irrigation at a number of dlfferent sltes In thls sectlon.
Durling the irrigation season and early fall, flows are |ow because
of these dlversions and water storage upstream., Little Information
Is avallable on the fishery and Its use In thls segment of the
Snake River.

Access to the rilver In thls sectlon |Is poor due to the |arge amount
of adjacent private land; consequently, most access Is by boat.
Additional access would Increase the value of +thls area to
f 1 shermen.

Reservolrs and ponds along the Snake River [n this area Include
Springflield Reservoir, McTucker Ponds and Rose Pond. Springfleld
Reservolr covers 66 surface acres and Is primarily operated as an
Irrigation diversion facllity. This reservoir Is annually planted
with catchable-size hatchery ralnbow +trout; I+ recelves heavy
fishing pressure and Is open to flshing all year. McTucker Ponds
are three small gravel plts covering ten surface acres, |ocated
near the upper end of American Falls Reservoir. These ponds are
opened to year-round flshing. Annually planted with catchabl e-size
trout, they also contain largemouth bass and blueglli., Rose Pond
Is located north of Blackfoot and contains rainbow trout, perch,
bl veg!l| and largemouth bass.

The Snake Rlver from Idaho Falls to the confluence of Henrys Fork
and the South Fork, a distance of 45 mlles, produces occaslional
catches of large ralnbow and cutthroat trout. The river In this
section contains several small dams for Irrigatilon and hydropower
generation. These dams create migration barriers. Large brown
trout (up to 10 pounds), kokanee, rainbow and cutthroat trout are
caught below these barriers where they congregate while trylng to
move upstream. Nothing Is known about the origin of these flsh,
The fishery In thls area has declined since the Teton Dam fallure,
due to slilt depos!tlon and loss of habitat, Llttle Improvement has
been noted In recent years, '

Reservoirs and ponds along the Snake River In thls area which
support fisheries Include Roberts Gravel Pond and Market Lake, both
of which are owned by the Deparitment. Roberts Gravel Pond covers

60 surface acres and contains yeliow perch and crapple. it Is
managed as a warmmwater flishery, and good catches of yellow perch
occur seasonally. Market Lake contains ralnbow +trout, yellow

perch, crapple, bullhead, largemouth bass, bluegll! and chubs. Low
oxygen when [ce covered often results In winterkllis In both
Roberts Gravel Pond and Market Lake. Several unnamed gravel pits
and sloughs along the Snake Rlver contaln scme yellow perch., Thelr
flshery value |s unknown,

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - There Is poor access to the river between the
backwaters of American Falls Reservolr and the confluence of
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

Henrys Fork and the South Fork due to the adjacent private
land.

PROGRAM -~ Acqulre access to all rlver sections to Improve
angler utllization,

PROBLEM - Opportunity to fish for warmwater game flish |Is
| imi ted.

PROGRAM - Identify, develop and Improve suitable
warmwater flsherles. Determine sultablllty of smallmouth
In the Snake RIver and stock adequate numbers to

establ Ish a viable population,

PROBLEM - Annual carryover of catchable-slze hatchery trout In
the Snake Rliver between American Falls Reservolr and |daho

Falls 1s poor.

PROGRAM - Introduce strains and stocks of game fish that
wlll exhlbit good annual carryover, growth and
catchabll Ity. Determine the need for flsh passage +to
enhance wild production.

PROBLEM - Little Is known regarding the fish population and
the flshery In the Snake River between the backwaters of
Amerlcan Falls Reservolr and the confluence of Henrys Fork and
the South Fork.

PROGRAM - Initiate a research program to Investigate the
fishery In thls area as to the fish populations present,
angler effort, catch and migration patterns. Develop a
management plan,

PROBLEM -~ Poor overwinter survival occurs In Roberts Gravel
Pond due to winter oxygen depletions.

PROGRAM - Install mechanical aeration equlpment needed to
el Imi nate oxygen depletion,

PROBLEM - Many small abandoned gravel plts represent habitat
for warmwater flsherles.

PROGRAM - Systematically sample ponds for water qual Ity
and sultablliity for warmwater specles. Investlgate
avall abll Ity of sultable ponds for Depariment purchase or
publlc access agreements, and where possible, |ntroduce
flsh to these waters.
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c. Hangggnant Direction

Drainage: Snake River ~ Lake Walcott to confluence of South Fork and Henrys Fork
Fishary

Water Milea/Acres Type Classificetion Species Hetchery/Wild Season Regulations Manegement Direction

Maseacre Rocks 20/2300 coldwater yisld rainbow, hatchary/wild year-round genaral Stock cetchable and fingerling rainbow

to Eagle Rock brown trout wild general to maintain catch rate of 0.5 fish/hr,

Tributeries, 50/52 coldwater ylald reinbow hatchery general genarsl Put—and—taka fishery for hatchary

Maseacre Rocks rainbow in euiteble tributaries.

to Eagle Rack

Eegle Rock to 6/500 coldweter trophy rainbow, hatchery/wild speciel ganerel Maintain etocking in Americen Fells

Amarican Fells brown trout ’ wild special ganaral Resarvoir as fish Lesve it for the

Dem river. Work to establish sdequate flows

warmweter perch, wild gpeciel general for fish populations. Maintsin catch
creppie rete of D.4 fish/hr. Harvest warmweter

geme fish when evaileble.

Amaricen Falls 97/931 coldweter yield whitefieh, wild year-round ganeral Manegs yield fishery for wild end hetch-

Reservaoir to rainbow, hatchery/wild ery trout and whitefish. Research

Ideho Falls cutthroet, wild will evaluete present fishery in this

brown trout wild gection es to returns of catchable—-siza

trout, locetion of pressure and emount,
Detarmine suitability of smellmouth bass
and introduca.

Shoshone-Bsnnock 65/152 coldwater yleld rainbow, wild generel general Work with tribe to essess fish

Reservation whitefieh populetion in streems.

stresma

fpringfiald 66 coldweter yisld rsinbow hatchery generel generel Put-and-teka fishery. Maintein catch

ake

RIANASRAR

rete of 0.8 fish/hr.
for yesr—-round seeson.

Eveluate potentisl



Dreinage: Sneke River — Laka Walcott to confluence of south fork and Henrys Fork
Fishery

Water Mites/Acree Type Classificetion Species Hatchery/Wild Season ﬂggulations Management Direction

McTucker Pands /10 wermwater yield Dbluegill, wild yesr-round genaral Maintain mixed warmwater fishery with
largemouth bass, put—and-take trout.
yellow perch

coldwater yiald rainbow hatchary yeer-round general Maintasin mixed warmweter fishery with
put—and-teka trout.

American Falla /56000 coldwater yield rainbow hatchery ysar-round genaral Put-and-grow fishery. Maintain catch

Reservoir rate of 0.2 fish/hr. Conduct creal

checks to aseese fish catch end size,

Rose Pond warmwetar yield reinbow, hatchery year-round ganeral Maintein mixed wermwater fishery with
yallow perch, put—and-taka trout.

Largemouth bass
coldwater yield rainbow hetchery

Ideho Falls to §2/2652 coldwater yiald cutthroat, wild/hatchaery year-round general Rely on recruitment from tributaries and

South Fork brown trout, upstream areas. Catch rates of
whitefish, 0.3 fish/hr. Improve angler access.
rainbow Supplemental stockings of cetcheble

rainbow,.

Roberts Gravel Pit /25 warmwater yisld perch, wild year-round genaral Maintain as warmwater fishary. Improve
crappie, habitat to increase harvest. Stock
bul lheed, to esteblish wild populations.
bluegill

Markat Lake /545 warmwater yield parch, wild yesr-round general Mixed warmwater fishery. Put—and-grow
crappia, { seasansl fishery works well in Limited area pro-
Llergemouth bess, waterfowl ducing lerge trout. Evaluste
cetfish, nesting establishad populations of warmwater
bullhead, clasure] fish,
brown trout, hatchery
rainbow

RAANIARAA




Dreinage: Sneke River - Leke Walcott to confluence of south fork and Henrys Fork

Fishery

Water Miles/Acree Type Classificetion Specise Hetchery/Wild Seeson Ragulations Menagement Diraction
Spring Creek, 33/135 coldwater ' yisld reinbow, hetchery year-round general Put-end-grow fishery., Cetch retes of
Taylor, Bannock, brown trout 0.5 fieh/hr., Conduct spot creel checks
Jim, end Texss to essess cetch rats, affort and siza.
sloughs
RIAN3FEBR
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A.

27. PORTNEUF RIVER DRAINAGE

Overvlew

The Portreuf River and Its tributaries total 297 miles of stream
and covers 533 acres. In addltion, there are four Irrigation:
storage reservoirs In the dralnage that cover 1,705 acres.

The Portneuf Rliver heads upstream from Chesterfield Reservolir on

- the Fort Hall Indlan Reservation and terminates In American Falls

Reservolr. The river from American Falls Reservolr upstream to
Pocatello recelves a considerable amount of spring water and
contains a population of wlld rainbow trout. From Pocatello
upstream to the confliuence of Marsh Creek, the river contains very
few trout, receives very littie fishing pressure, and Is severely
affected by heavy silt. From the confluence of Marsh Creek
upstream to the Portneuf/Marsh Valley Canal diversion, sliit
condltions are less severe, but low flows caused by Irrigation
diversions adversely affect the populations of wlid brown trout,
the maln game fish species In this area.

In the Portneuf River from the Portneuf/Marsh Valley diversion
upstream to Lava Hot Springs, conditions Improve and this area
contains 94 percent wlld rainbow trout, 5 percent brown trout, and
1 percent hatchery rainbow and wild cutthroat. From Lava Hot
Springs upstream to Chesterfield Road (Kelly Road) bridge, a
distance of approximately 16 river miles, the stream has an
excellent wlild ralnbow trout population and Is a very popular
fishery. An estimated 7,000 angiers flshed 17,300 hours and caught
3,000 wild rainbow, 4,200 hatchery rainbow and 900 cutthroat In
this area during 1979, Sempling In thls area Indicates the trout
population 1s made up of 69 percent wild ralnbow, 19 percent
hatchery ralnbow and 12 percent cutthroat,

The river In the area upstream from Lava Hot Springs contalns
excellent wild trout populations but 1t has been degraded by the
loss of aquatic habitat, Specifically, willows have been removed
from the riparian areas, and stream bank damage by cattle has
occurred In some sections. What effects the loss of stream habltat
has had on the wild trout popul ation Is unclear. The status of the
wild trout population fram the standpoint of mortallity rates and
harvest Is poorly understood.

Upstream from the Chesterfield (Kelly) Road bridge to Chesterfleld
Reservolr, a distance of about 10 mlies, the river has been
extensively modifled by stream channel al terations and contalns few
trout. Fram Chesterfleld Reservolr upstream, the river Is small
and has extensive beaver activity, Thlis area and the river near
American Falls Reservolr Is within the boundaries of the Fort Hall
Indi an Reservation.

Major tributary streams to the Portneuf Rliver include Mink, Marsh,
Rapld, Dempsey, Pebble and Toponce creeks. These tributaries serve
as spawning areas for wlld cutthroat trout fram the Portneuf River
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and Juvenile rearing areas for cutthroat trout destined downstream
to the river; however, trout movement and Importance to the river
I's unknown,

Four Irrigation reservolrs are located In this dralnage, three of
which are managed exclusively as put-and-take flsheries for
catchabl e~size rainbow trout. These reservolrs are Hawklns,
Wiregrass and Twenty-Four Mile. The lack of sultable spawning
areas and annual Irrigation drawdown precludes the devel opment of
any type of wlid trout fishery at these waters. Trout are released
In these waters before the opening of general flishing season.
Planted trout grow rapidly and a high percentage are caught the
first season. |If water levels are favorable, some carryover occurs
and the fish are caught at a much larger size (1-2 pounds) the next
year,

The Highway Pond near Pocatello currently contains high water
level s and provides a signiflcant angling opportunity. It Is
pl anted annually wlth hatchery +rout and they exhlibit excellent
growth and are harvested at a high rate. Due to the close
proximity of +this water to Pocatello and Its notorlety for
producing large trout, It |s managed as an urban flshery.

Chesterfleld Reservolr |s managed dlfferently from the other three
reservolrs In the Portneuf dralnage. There is a good carryover of
water and flish with some trout spawning areas present, This
reservolr has the potentlal to produce scme larger size flsh If
water conditions are suitable. I+ Is planted annually with
catchable rainbow trout and, within the past five years, has been
pl anted with cutthroat and brown trout. In addition, the reservoir
contalns a high population of nongame fl|sh, primarliy Utah chubs.

Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Poor water qual ity from the standpolint of sllIt has
severely reduced trout populations In lower river sections.

PROGRAM - Attempt to develop populations of game flsh
that do well In a highly turbid, cool temperature
env ironment.

(2) PROBLEM - Loss of habitat from the standpolnt of rlparian
areas and stream bank erosion has reduced wild +trout
popul ations.

PROGRAM - impl ement riparian fencling programs wherever
possibie and Investigate other alternatives, such as
habl tat Improvement and SCS programs.

(3) PROBLEM - The status of wild trout population caused from
angler mortallty rates and harvest utillization s poorly
documented In the Portneuf River.
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PROGRAM ~ Contlinue the annual assessment of trout numbers
In selected locations. Determine the need for restricted
regul atlons based on mortal ity rates and harvest of wiid

frout.

(4) PROBLEM - Diverslion of water from the upper Portneuf River for
hydropower or other uses would reduce trout numbers.

PROGRAM - Acquire water rights for maintenance stream
flow to protect wild trout populations.
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C. Manegement Direction

Drainage: Portnauf River
. Fishery _

Water Miles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ati one Management Dirsction

From American 166/147 coldwatar yield rainbow, wild/hatchary year-round generel Develop fishery for warmsater species

Falls Resarvolr brown trout, in suitable eress. Maintein present

to end including cutthroat wild trout populeation. Experimentslly

Marsh Creek introduce blue end channel catfish.

From Mersh Cresk 1/60 coldwatsr yield brown trout, wild/hetchery ysar-round general Population meaintenancs stocking of brown

to Portneuf/Marsh cutthroat trout. Maintain wild cutthroat popul &

Valley cenal tion. Continus snnuel evaluation of

diversion geme fish population in sslected
locations.

Portneuf/Mersh 7/34 coldwater yield reinbow, wild yesr-round genersl Population mei ntenance stocking. Con-

Vel ley cansl brown trout tinua annual eveluation of game fish

to Leva Hot populations in selacted locations.

Springs

Lower 2/86 coldweter yiald reinbow, wild general general Maintein present wild populetions 1n

Portnauf ‘ brook trout, Portneuf River tributaries. Detemine

River bromn trout, relstionship of tributery fisheries to

tributerias cutthroat the river.

Lave Hot 36/115 coldweater qual ity raf nbow, wil d/hatchery general general Impraove catch rets to 0.7 fish/hr, by

Springs to cutthroat wild incressing densities of trout through

Chesterfisld riperien hebftat improvementa. Initiste

Road including an eveluation program to detemine other

tributearies Limiting factors on the wild trout.
Suppl emantal stocking of hetchery
catchables in high use aress.

Chesterfiald coldwater yield rainbow, wild/hatchery general general Put-and-take fishery fn accessible

Road to cutthroat areas.

Chesterfield

Resarvoir
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Drainage; Portneuf River
Fi shery

Water Miles/Acres Type Clacsification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ati ons Management Di rection

Chesterfiald /1600 coldwater yield rainbow, hatchery yesar-round general Attampt to establish trophy fishery for

Reservoir brown trout, some species of trout or put-end—grow

cutthroat fishery for reinbow. Meintain catch

rata of 0.4 fish/hr,

Chestarfield coldwater yield cutthroat wild general general Maintain wild trout fishery.

Reservoir

tributeries

Wiregrass, /105 coldwater yield rainbow hatchery general general Put-and-take fishery.

24-Mile and

Hawkine Reservoir

Highwey Pond /30 coldweter yield rainbow haetchery yeer—round genersl Urban fishery. Increase catch retas to
1.2 fish/hr. Continue plante of

'E trophy-size hatchary fish.

°
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A.

28. BLACKFOOT RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

Overv i ew

The Blackfoot River and tributarles total 346 mlies of stream
coverlng 734 surface acres, Blackfoot Reservolr covers
19,000 surface acres and contains 410,000 acre-feet of water at
capacity. The Blackfoot Rilver Is the reservoir's major tributary
and discharges a mean flow of 168 cfs. The river upstream fram the
reservolr Is 35 miles long to Its origin at the confiuence of Lanes

and Dl amond creeks.

Habl tat condltions generally are fair to good In the upper river
and tributaries, wlth exceptions due to |lIvestock grazing and
lrrigation water usage. One of the |argest phosphate ore reserves
In the United States Is located In this drainage. Envirommental
probl ems assoclated wlth phosphate mining have been mlnimal to
date.

Downstream from Blackfoot Reservolr the bulk of the flsh caught are
trout which have escaped from the reservoir and hatchery rainbow
pl anted directly Into the river, Mountain whitefish are the
dominant game flsh specles In rlver sections downstream from
Wol verine Creek.

The trout catch fram Bilackfoot Reservoir |s 80 percent hatchery
ralnbow, 15 percent wllid cutthroat and 5 percent hatchery
cutthroat. WIiid cutthroat make up about 90 percent of the catch
from the river and tributarlies upstream fram Slug Creek.

Blackfoot Reservolr, the Blackfoot River upstream and Its
tributaries serve as Integral parts In the |1fe history and ecology
of wlld cutthroat tfrout. Mature cutthroat fram the reservolr
ascend the river in Aprll and May and enter upper tributaries to
spawn In late May and June. Progeny rear In the tributarlies for
varying periods up to two years. Most Juvenile cutthroat return to
Blackfoot Reservolr after rearing one, two, or three years In the
streams. They stay In the reservolr until ready to start the

spawning cycl e,

Studies completed on the reservolr and upper river indlcate the
wild cutthroat population Is being over-exploited. The slze and
numbers of cutthroat caught have decreased In the past 15 years.
Regulations to offset this decline were implemented starting In the
1985 flshing season. These regul ations cover the river since most
of the cutthroat catch occurs there and consist of a three-trout
limit and a July 1 opening covering the river and tributaries
upsiream from Blackfoot Reservolr. An evaluation of the cutthroat
population from +the special regulations should be made
approximately five years after Implementation (during the 1990
field season).

In 1983, annual plants of Bear Lake cutthroat were started In
Blackfoot Reservolr, These flsh are subcatchable In size and have
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been reared for one year In the hatchery, The cutthroat are ‘
treated wl th morpholine In the Grace Hatchery before belng released

and are planted In the LIttie Blackfoot River at its mouth. The
stream Is also treated wlth morpholine In order to hoame the flish
back to It at the time of spawning. This planting location and
morphol | ne treatment Is an attempt to malntaln the separate strains
of cutthroat as they now occur.

Dike Lake, 35 surface acres, was created by a dlke across one of

the bays of Blackfoot Reservoir to prevent a seepage water loss. '
It Is extremely productive and known for rapld growth rates of

planted trout. During the winter months, vegetation In the water

decays, resulting In oxygen depletion and, Iin most vyears, a

complete flsh kill, Attempts to prevent thls winterkli! to date

have been unsuccessful,

B. Problems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Low water flows In the Blackfoot River downstream
from Blackfoot Reservoir hinder game flsh populations.

PROGRAM - Attempt to acqulre malntenance stream flows In
the Blackfoot River downstream from Blackfoot Dam.

(2) PROBLEM - More Information |s needed regarding returns of
trout planted In Blackfoot Reservoir +to Improve Iow catch
rates.

PROGRAM - Contlinue the collectlion of creel census
Iinformation to more adequately assess returns of planted
trout. Evaluate stocking rates, slzes and timing In an
attempt to Increase catch rates.

(3) PROBLEM - The effects of the three trout July opening on the
upper river and tributaries Is unknown at this time.

PROGRAM - Collect data on the population of wild
cutthroat In the dralnage to assess the effects of the
regul ation.

(4) PROBLEM - Cool, +turbid water in the |ower Blackfoot Rlver
precludes the development of wlid trout populations.

PROGRAM - Attempt to establ ish popul atlons of trout which
do well In a |ow temperature, highly turblid situation.
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C. Management Direction
Dret nege: Blackfoot River
Fi shery
Weter Miles/Acres Type Claseification Species Hatehog!!ild Season Regul ati one Management Di rection
From mouth to 14/70 coldwater ylield reinbow, wild year-round ganerel Attempt to develop fishery for game
aqual 1zing whitefish spacies which do watl in turbid, cool
reservol r waters. Trout populations in this eres
ere effected by silt concentrations and
Low watar flows dus to {rrigation
demands.
From equelizing 1988 coldwatear ylald rainbow, wild year-round geaneral Increass utilization of whitefish,
reservoir to whitef ish
Wolverina Cresk
N
~ From Wolverine 34183 coldweter yiastd  ref nbow, hatchery/wild year-round/ general Suppl ementel put-end-taks fishery.
]
Cresk to cutthroet genaral Work with Fort Hell Irrigation Company
Bleckfoot to provide suftable flows for trout
Resarvolr populatione during Late fell and winter
months,
Tributeries 70/71 col deater yleld rainbow, heatchery/wild general generel Put—and-teke fishery for reinbow.
below Blackfoot broock trout, Maintain wild cutthroat. Detemine
Reservair cutthroat contribution to Blackfoot Rivar fishary.
37/140 coldwater qual ity cutthroat wild spacial speci el Improve creel rete to 0.7 fish/hr,
Incresse numbers of wild cutthroat with
restrictive beg Limit and Late apsner to
pratect spamners. Reduce total ennual
mortality to 55 percent from 68
percent. Double the number of spawners
in tributeriee from 25 fish/mile to

River upstremm
from reservoir

BBAD3SEB R
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Dreinage: Blackfoot River

Fi shery
Watar Milesa/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management Di rection
Tributaries 173214 coldwater quality cutthroat, wild speci sl apeci al Reduce harvest and {ncreass number of
upstream from brook trout wild cutthroat trout, Continue annusl
Blackfoot creel checks during peak fishing periods
Resarvoir Dem to assess specias of fish caught, number
and sizes. Continue working with Land
management agencies and private
companies to reduce or offeet affects of
phosphats mining, Evaluete spawning in
tributaries.
Blackfoot /18000 coldwetar yield rainbow, hatchery/wild general genaral Increass catch rate of 0.3 fish/hr. by
Reservoi r cutthroat incressing stocking and continue
introducing Bear Lake cutthroat stocks
. or other epecies of salmonids. Continue
B morphaline treatments to home-spawning
1 Bear Lake cutthroat trout back to Little
BlLackfoot River.
Dike Laka /35 coldwatar ylield rainbaw hatchery spect 8l special Put-and-graw fishery. Continue attempts
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to reduca number of trout winter-killed
by using put-and-grow restriction during
certain periods.
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29. WILLOW CREEK DRAINAGE

Qverv lew

Major tributaries to Wlllow Creek are Grays Lake Outiet and Cranes,
Meadow and Tex creeks. Slnce 1924, up to 20,000 acre-feet of water
a year has been diverted from the Wlilow GCreek dralnage to
Blackfoot Reservolr through Clark's Cut Canal, The construction of
Rirte Dam, a rock-face, earth-filled structure, was completed by
the CE In 1976, The reservolr has a total capacity of
100,000 acre-feet and a surface area of 1,560 acres. Water is
dilverted for Irrigation of about 7,300 acres upstream from Rirle
Reservoir, but as yet 30,000 acre-feet of the storage In Rirle Is

unobl | gated.

The 20 miles of Willow Creek below Rirle Dam Is controlled for
irrigation and flood control. This segment of Wiliow Creek Is
annual ly dewatered to keep lce bulldup fram causing floods near
Idaho Falls. Malntaining a wild fishery In this area Is not
possible, although numerous trout fram Irrigation dltches which
filow Into Willow Creek via the South Fork Snake River and annual
plants of catchables provide a seasonal flshery. Prior to
dewatering lower Wlllow Creek In 1976, the catch rate was
0.44 trout/hour with 10,500 hours (5,600 angler days) of effort
annual ly, Catch rates declined to 0.22 trout/hour and 3,000 hours
of effort Iin 1980, Game fish found In this area are primarily
cutthroat and brown trout. Lesser numbers of rainbow and whiteflsh
are al so present,.

Rirle Reservolr has developed Into a very popular flshery oniy
20 miles fram ldaho Falls. It supports one of the most Intenslve
salmonld reservolir fisheries In Idaho. Angler use of 146,000 hours
(40,000 angler days) with a catch rate of 0.64 trout/hour In 1979
gave Rirle Reservolr four times the effort and catch per acre of
any other Idaho reservolr studied. This fishery Is supported
primarily through hatchery releases of ralnbow trout and coho
salmon. Minor catches of cutthroat and brown trout are al so made.
Steep banks and |imited access restrict bank flshermen to
35 percent of the effort.

The 95 miles of streams In the dralnage of Willow Creek above Rirle
Reservolr are malnly In narrow canyons and contaln Important wild
cutthroat popul ations. Water flows vary fram extremes of several
thousand second-feet during runoff to a few second-feet In late
sunmer and winter In Willow Creek. Dry land farming and grazling
practices have denuded perennial and rlparian vegetation within the
upper watershed. As a result, ground water Inflow Is virtually
nonexlistent wlthin the Iower portion of +this area. Water
temperature varles widely, dally and seasonally. Turbidity Is high
during the late wlinter and spring runoff and generally remalns so
until mid-summer. Cutthroat trout are dependent upon movement fram
upstream nursery tributaries. The SCS has ldentifled the Wlllow
Creek dralnage as one of the most serlous (ten worst) soll eroslon
areas In the Unlted States. A water quallty program has been

~224~

BOAD385BR




B.

inltlated to reduce loss of topsolls and Improve the water qual ity
of Willow Creek above Rirle Dam.

Most tributaries of Willow Creek contain wlld populations of
cutthroat, brown, or brook trout. Native cutthroat trout
popul ations are presently depressed In the drainage although
viable. Overharvest of cutthroat Is contributing to the decline of
thls specles. Angler catch and effort Information avallable for
this area shows catch rates of 0.8 flsh/hour and effort of
60,000 hours In 1984. Cutthroat and brown trout presentiy dominate
the catch In tributarles with hatchery catchable ralnbow found In
areas of road access where they are planted. No wild ralnbow have
been found In the Willow Creek dralnage.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Nongame flsh species are Increasing In abundance In
Ririe Reservolr.

PROGRAM - Introduce smallimouth bass as a predator to
bloiogical ly control nongame species. Evaluate different
stralns of salmonids as predator controllers.

(2) PROBLEM - Dewatering of Willow Creek below Rirle Dam results
in low carryover of fish and subsequent poor flishing.

PROGRAM - None. The BR has been unable to overcome the
icing problem which requires the stream to be dewatered.

(3) PROBLEM - Research Indicates large mlgra'i'lng cutthroat are
susceptible to overharvest within the Willow Creek system.

PROGRAM - Investigate a differentlial harvest regulation
for cutthroat trout In Willow Creek and the public
acceptance of such a regulation, Eliminate flshing
during spawning In major tributaries used.

(4) PROBLEM - A significant potential winter lIce fishery could
occur at Rirle Reservolir, However, the confllicts between big
game wintering deer and elk herds versus angler use and the
problem of Impacting the summer fishery due to a large winter
harvest exlst.

PROGRAM - Determine 1f feaslible boundaries exist where

wildl Ife-angler conflicts do not occur. Determi ne
Increased stocking levels necessary to support a winter
flshery.

(5) PROBLEM - Productivity In Rirle Reservolr may be decl Ining,
thereby affecting growth of hatchery fingerling releases.

PROGRAM - Monltor plankton populations to compare them
with 1982 sampling. If plankton production I|s declining,
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al ter hatchery releases to emphasize catchable versus
finger!ing trout.

(6) PROBLEM - Angler harvest of ralinbow catchables released In
Willow Creek needs Improvement,

PROGRAM ~ Redlstribute releases of hatchery catchables
over the season with more frequent releases and fewer
fish per release.

(7) PROBLEM - Riparian habltat In Willow Creek and tributaries
shows local ized severe degradation.

PROGRAM - Work wlith wlilling landowners and sportsmen
groups to provlde riparian streams, 1f.e., fencing
exclosures to |lvestock or other methods of protecting
riparian habltat, Work with Departiment of Lands to
improve streems on state |and.,
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C. Management Direction

Drainege: Snake River — Willow Creek drainage
F shery

Water Miles/Acres Type " Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Seeson _Regul etions Management Df rection

Willow Creek, &23 coldwater yield reinbow, hetcherywild year-round generel Pramote meximus harvest due to

below Ririe Dam brawn trout, dewetering in the winter. Catch reates

to Anderson Canel cutthroat wild of 0.5 fisvhr,

Ririe Reservoir /1470 coldweter yield reinbow, hetchery generel generel Put—and-taks fishery for reinbow.
coho, Put-end-graw for coho, chinook, and
brawn trout, hatchery/wild browns. Maintein catch retee of
cutthroat, wild 0.6 fislvhr, with Lengthe of 10"-12",
smel lmouth beee Eveluata ouitebility of other

hetchery/ predatory spacies for nongeme fish

, wild control.

)

.8'“-'-“ Creek, 38/151  coldwater yield cutthroat, wild genersl generel Improve wild populetione of mative
ebave Rirfe brawn trout, hetchery/wild cutthroat by restricting hervest if
Resarvoir reinbaow hetchery needsd. Put-end—grow for brown trout.

Put-and-taks catchsblee of reinbow.
Catch rates of 1.0 fielVhr.

Willow Creek 113/187 coldweter yield brawn trout, wild speciel spaciel Maintein wild populetion of cutthrost

tributeriae cutthroat, in tributeries. Catch ratse of
brook trout 1.0 fietvhr. Delaysd opener as found

eppropriete on selected tributaries to
protect cutthroat spawners to meximize
tributery production. Supplementel
introductions of cutthroat fry may be
used to speed recovery of undersseded
aree,
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A.

30. HENRYS FORK SNAKE RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv lew

The Henrys Fork dralnage provides one of the most important ralnbow
trout flsherles In the state In terms of habitat, fish populations
and angler use. impor tant tributaries Include Teton, Fail, Warm
and Buffalo rivers. Island Park Reservolir 1s an Important
component of the Henrys Fork flshery. The Teton River Is dlscussed
as a separate dralnage,

The Henrys Fork Snake River below St. Anthony suffers from Impacts
of Irrigation and low flows which IIimit salmonld populations. The
habl tat below the confluence of the Teton River |Is severely
degraded as a result of the Teton Dam fallure and flood. Creel
census of flve mliles of the iower Henrys Fork In 1980 revealed
catch rates of 0.15 flsh/hour for cutthroet and whiteflish,

The Henrys Fork above St. Anthony to Big Springs attracts flshermen
from throughout the nation. A major part of the fishing pressure
Is fram tourlsts travel Ing to Yellowstone National Park. Annual
angler use and harvest along this segment has been well documented
at 175,000 hours of effort, with catch rates of 1.25 fish/hour In
1976, Wild ralnbow comprise 53 percent of the catch, hatchery
ralnbow 19 percent and brook trout 16 percent. Native cutthroat
occurred In only 1 percent of the creels checked. Hybrlds
(ral nbow-cutthroat) and whitef ish made up the remalning 12 percent,
al though whitefish are the most numerous game fish present.
Present management direction for the Henrys Fork above St. Anthony
Is of three types: (1) wllid trout consumptive yleld suppl emented
with hatchery fingerlings from St. Anthony to Ashton Reservolr; (2)
wild trout, quallty malntalned by speclial regulation, Ashton
Reservolr to Island Park Dam; and (3) consumptive yleld malntalned
by plants of rainbow catchables fram Island Park Reservoir to Blg
Springs.

Isl and Park Reservolr Is a widely fluctuating Irrigation reservolr
with a mean surface of 7,386 acres. It provides an Important
reservolr flshery for ralnbow, ooho and kokanee, wlth catch rates
of 0.6 flsh/hour. Flishing effort In 1981 was about 71,000 hours, a
deciine from 176,000 hours found In 1968. The decline In effort
was the resulit of chemical eradication of Island Park Reservolr In
1979 to ellIlminate Utah chubs. Once game flish populations are
re-establ Ished, fishing pressure should Increase.

Henrys Lake outlet Is a low gradient stream sectlon which flows
through an Intensively used, privately owned cattle grazing area.
Angler effort Is concentrated below Henrys Lake Dam downstream to
Highway 20. Trout emigration from Henrys Lake supports the
majority of angler harvest. Cutthroat spawning In the three mlles
below Henrys Lake Dam Is very obvious, with extensive angler
pressure during the early weeks of the season.
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Henrys Lake |s a shallow, highly productive |ake covering
6,500 acres In the headwaters of the Henrys Fork of the Snake River
dral nage, which has a long history of supporting an extensive sport
fishery for large native cutthroat trout. Since 1924, hatchery
operations at the lake have taken cutthroat eggs for use In
maintalning cutthroat frout flsherles In many areas of the state,
I ncl udi ng Henrys L ake.

Henrys Lake has been managed as a ftrophy ftrout water since 1976, l
utlilzlng cutthroat-ralnbow hybrids. Catch rate goals are .
1.0 fish/hour with management goals having a catch of about

0.6 fish/hour for cutthroat, 0.25 fish/hour for hybrid and

0.15 fish/hour for brook trout. Slze goals are 20 percent of

hybrids over 20", 10 percent cutthroet over 20" and 5 percent of

brook trout over 20",

Large brook trout are also found In Henrys Lake, which holds the
state record of 7.2 pounds. Cutthroat trout provide the majority
of the catch, and good populatlons of pure strain cutthroat are
necessary so that adequate eggs are avallable to produce the
hybrids. Declines In cutthroat stocks due to low water flows In
the tributaries from 1977 to 1981 caused drastic declines in the
spawning runs, which restricted the hybrid program at that time. A
two-fish 1imit was Instituted In 1980 to protect reduced
popul ations of cutthroat, Fishing effort In 1981 was at a |ow
66,000 hours. Catch rates also declined to 0.21 trout/hour In

1981.

From 1981 through 1984, emphasis on hatchery cutthroat enhancement
provided cutthroat releases of 2,000,000 or more fry annually. By
1984, cutthroat popul ations had dramatically Increased with a total
catch rate of 1.7 flsh/hour and 163,000 hours of effort. Increased
densitles of cutthroat may depress growth rates, thereby
threatening the trophy management goals of Henrys Lake. Durlng
1981 to 1984, hybrid and brook trout enhancement goals were not
consi stently met, resul ting in declining catch rates of hybrids and
brook trout.

Beginning In 1985, cutthroat stocking was reduced to 1,000,000 per
year with Increased stocking of hybrid and brook trout production.
Emphasis was targeted on producing a consistent number of |arger
hybrid flingerlings wlth further experimentation on sterll ized
hybrid crosses. Enhancement for brook trout Is targeted for the
Temiscamle strain depending on avallabliiity.

Warm River Is a major fributary to Henrys Fork. Warm River base
flow Is provided by large springs 6 mlles upsiream from Its
confluence wlith Henrys Fork, It has large sections of good
spawning gravel and falrly constant temperatures which make I+ ‘
Ideal for ftrout spawning. Ralnbow and brown trout migrate from
Henrys Fork to spawn In Warm River during spring and fall,
respectively. Due to the lack of spawning habltat In Henrys Fork
between Ashton Dam and Mesa Falls, Warm River Is critical to the
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malntenance of wlild ralnbow and brown trout populations for this
sectlon of Henrys Fork.

Angler use and harvest In Warm River durling 1984 equaled
8,000 hours of effort and 1.1 flish/hour. Hatchery catchable
ralnbow made up the majorlty of the harvest,

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - The small (200 kw) power dam at the mouth of the
Buffalo River blocks spawning migrations of trout from Henrys

Fork.

PROGRAM - Develop plans for the construction of an
effective flsh |adder.

(2) PROBLEM - There Is a lack of large trout due to Intense effort
and harvest In Henrys Fork below Mesa Falls. Brown trout
I mtroductlons have been successfully reproducing In Warm
River.

PROGRAM - Continue Introduction of brown trout until a
sel f=sustalining (wlld) population Is establ!shed.

(3) PROBLEM - Little Information Is avaliable on flsherles of the
tributaries to the Henrys Fork (Buffalo and Fall rlivers).
Return to the creel on hatchery catchables In these areas Is
unknown,

PROGRAM - Inltiate a creel ocensus to evaluate these
tributaries and thelr fisherles.

(4) PROBLEM - Rehabi] Itation of stream habltat and fish
populations Is needed In the area below the Teton River which
was Impacted by fallure of the Teton Dam.

PROGRAM - [nvestigate and propose methods of
re-establ Ishing a flshery In the lower Henrys Fork In
cooperation with BR.

(5) PROBLEM - Nongame flsh may adversely affect game flsh
populations In Island Park Reservoir, requiring periodic flsh
eradlication to maintain the fishery.

PROGRAM - Evaluate the wuse of different stocks and
species of predatory salmonlids along with the necessary
regulatlion changes +to control nongame specles
biol oglcally.

(6) PROBLEM ~ Whiteflsh populations are wunderutillzed 1In +the
Henrys Fork.
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PROGRAM - Promote harvest of whiteflsh by emphasizing
sporting and food values through education methods.
Establ Ish more winter whitef Ish seasons as needed.

(7) PROBLEM - High density of anglers Is causing conflicts between
angl er type (waders and boaters) and a decrease In qual ity of .
the fishing experlence on some portions of Henrys Fork.

PROGRAM - Determine public attitudes toward various i
methods of distributing angler use. Work wlth Harriman

State Park and Targhee Natlional Forest on devel opment of

publ Ic use areas.

(8) PROBLEM - Maximum size of brook trout Is |imited by early
maturity In Henrys Lake. Canadlan stralns of brook trout are
faster growing and later maturing In Henrys L ake.

PROGRAM - Plant |ate-maturing strains of brook trout for
use In Henrys Lake. Take eggs fram these flish at the
Henrys Lake Hatchery as the spawning run develops.

(9) PROBLEM - The pure cutthroat gene pool in Henrys Lake Is belng
contami nated by Intermixing with hybrids.

PROGRAM - Experimentally sterlilize hybrids by -heat
shocking of eggs. Determine merlts and feaslbillty by
evaluating the performance of these hybrlids. .

(10) PROBLEM - Irrigation diversions dewater the I ower end of most
tributaries during periods of peak fry movements to Henrys
Lake.

PROGRAM - Obtain water rights to malntaln minimum flows
during period of fry movements. Evaluate success of the
Targhee Creek screens and screen Howard and Duck creeks
when probl ems are solved.

(11) PROBLEM - Llivestock use has Impacted spawning and rearing
habitat resulting In reduced production In Henrys Lake
tributarlies and Henrys Lake outlet.

PROGRAM - Initlate stream Improvement projects and
riparian habltat fenclng projects.

(12) PROBLEM - Kokanee populations In Island Park Reservolr have
been depressed slnce the rotenone treatment of 1979,

PROGRAM - Emphasize enhancement of kokanee to Island Park «
system. Release a minimum of 1,000,000 fry per year In
Moose Creek area.

(13) PROBLEM - There Is |Imlted access to Henrys Fork downstream of
St. Anthony due to adjacent private land.
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PROGRAM - Acqulire access near St. Anthony and the
Parker-Sal em Bridge to Improve angler utillzation.

(14) PROBLEM -~ Concentrations of cutthroat spawners below Henrys
Lake Dam and wutlllizatlon by anglers durilng June create
problems of illegal activities, trampliIng of spawning areas by
anglers and poor public relations.

PROGRAM - Manage Henrys Lake outlet as a spawning and
nursery area for cutthrcat productlon to the Macks Inn
area of the Henrys Fork. OCreate an educatlonal area here
for the |ife cycle needs of +trout with viewlng of

spawners.
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C. Menagement Df rection

Dresinage: Henrys Fork Snake River — mainstems
Fishery 7 7
Water Miles/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Sesson Regul ations Msnagement Direction
Mouth to 30/1244 coldwater ylald reinbow, hatchery/wild ysar-round general Put-and—-taka f1ishery for rainbow.
8t. Anthony whitefigh, Menage for cutthroat betaw Teton River.
ocutthroat
8t. Anthony 10.2/423 coldeater ylald reainbow, witd/hatchery year-round general Manage as yietd fishery supportad by
to Fritz Bridge whitefiah, netural production end populstion
brown trout meintenance stocking as needed.
Maintein catch rate of 1.0 fisWhr.
Fritz Bridge 2.7/112 coldmater yield rainbow, wild ganeral general Spamning sanctuery for reinbom trout.
to Ashton Dem whitef ish,
brown trout
U .
BAahton Dem to 4.2/174 coldmatar yiald reinbow, wild/hatchery year-round genersl Maintein wild population of reinbow
‘;"‘U.S. 20 bridge brown trout, end stock catchablas in Ashton Reservoir
whitafieh, to improve catch rates to 1.0 fish/hr.
ko kanes, Kokanea ars dawnstream drift from Island
cutthroat Park Raservoir,
U,5. 20 bridge 25.2/721 coldeeter yistd reinbow, wild general genareal Maintein wild populetions of reinbow to
to Mese Falils whi tef ish, provide 12" average size fish et catch
cutthrost rete of 1.0 fishVhr. No mators.
coldwater trophy brawn trout wild/hetchery genersl general Manage brown trout for wild populetion
to provide figh with siza of
14-18". Continue stocking brown trout
ae neaded to establish netural
popul ation.
Lower Mess Falle 12/288  coldwater quality reinbow, wild generat general Maintain 1.0 fish/hr, catch rates of
to Riveraide whitefish, wild populatione of rainbow. No moters.
Campground brook trout
Lo - ®
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Drainage: Henrys Fork Snake River
Fi shery
Water Miles/Acres Type Claseification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ati ons Management Di rection
Riverside 8.5/122 coldwater quality reinbow, wild genaral spacial Size limite end restricted bag Limit in
Cempground to trophy whitefish effect to produce high catch rate of
lsland Park 1.2 fievhr. and trophy fish with
Dam, except 8% over 18". No motors. Boating
Harriman State restricted except 7/15-%165,
Park
Harriman State 7./1@ coldmater quality/ rainbow, wild restricted special Fly fishing only es an acceses
Park trophy whitefish stipulation. Short season for waterfawl
protection. Size Limit to produce
trophy fish end protect spawning
popul ation. Catch rate of 1.2 fish/hr,
No motors.
Ieland Park 12/8400 coldeater yiald rainbow, hatchery/wild generasl/ gensral Put-and-grow fishery for reinbow,
Resarvoir {up coho, winter coho and kokanee. Supplementel rainbow
to McCres Bridge) kokanes, (Jan/Feb) catcheble stockinge. Stock sufficient
brook trout, fish to meintain catch rate of
cutthroat 0.6 fisWhr,
Tributaries to 45/60 coldwater yield rainbow, wild genereal genaral Maintain present fisheries with catch
Island Park cutthroat, rate of 0.8 fisvhr.
Reservol r brook trout
McCrse Bridge 8.3/223 coldwater yield refnbow, wild/hetchery genersl general Put-and-teke fishery on catchable rain-
to Henrys Lake brook trout, bow. Catch rates of 0.7 fisWhr. No
outlet whitefish, motors water from McCree Bridge to
cutthroat, Macke Inn Bridge. Eveluate advisabflity
hybride for motor restriction sbove Macks Inn.
Detemine reesons for decline in catch
retes,
Henrys Lake 1.7741 coldwster preservation/ rsinbow, wild closed closed Spawning, reering end fish observation
Outlet to obgervation brook trout, eree.
Big Springs whi tef i sh,
cutthroat
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Oreinage:

Henrys Fork Snaks River

BOAD3 96BR
[ v

Fi shery
Water Miles/Acres Type Classification Species Hetchery/Wild  Seeson Regulations _ Management Di raction
Henrye Lake 12/84 coldwater spawning/  rainbow, wild rastricted genaral Close hesvily used spawning areas
Gutlet observation/ brook trout, below dem to protect sgge and
yield cutthroat, fish, Maintain wild trout
whitefish popul ations to provide catch rates of
1.0 fisivhr. Develop infomation signe
on spawning end Life history.
Henrys Lake /6200 coldweter trophy cutthroat, wild/hatchery rastrictad restrictad Population meintenance stocking.
: brack trout, Manage to produce catch rates of
hybrida 1.0 fisivhr. with 0.85 cutthroat/hr.,
0.20 hybrid/hr., end 0.15 brook/hr.
Season and limits regulsated to protect
spawnera and produce Large fish.
Henrys Laks 1314 col dwatar preservation cutthroat, wild restricted restricted Manages for spawning end rearing of
tributariee brook trout cutthroet and brook trout. Seek
remadias to dewatering and lose of fry
in irrigation di tches.
Warm River and 82/261 coldwater yisld rainbow, wild genersl genarel Maintein wild population. Suppl emental
tributaries brook trout, put—-end—take fishery in arsse of intense
brown trout, uss. PFopulation maintsnance stocking
whitsfish, for browne. Catch rate of
cutthroat 1.0 rievhr.
Mauth of 0.2/1.2 coldwster pressrvation/ rainbow, wild/hetchery closed closed Spawning, resring end fish cbeervation
Robinson Creek obsarvetion brook trout, ereea,
to Highway 47 brown trout,
bridge cutthroat
Moose Crask 6/14 coldwater yiasld/ rainbow, hatchary/wild restrictsd generel Put—-and-take fishery. Sesson restric-—
and tributeries preservation brook trout, tion to protact kokanee spewning in
kokanes, Istand Park Reservoir,
cutthroat
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Dreinage: Henrys Fork Snske River

’ ) .

Fi shery
Water Miles/Acres Type " Classificatton Species Hatchery/Wild Seeson Regul etions Mensgement Dt rection
Sand Creak WMA /1687 coldwater yisld rainbow, hatchery restricted general Put-and—take f{shery for rainbow,
brook trout Put-and-grow fishery for brook and
rainbow, Maintain catch rate of
0.5 fish/hr. B8easan restriction for
protection of brook trout spawning.
Silver and 2/0 coldwater preservation/ reinbow wild closed closed Wetarfowl cloeure snd to protact the
Golden Lekes quel ity natural fesstures of Harrtman State Perk.
Lakes and ponds /3%  coldwater yield reatnbow, wild/hatchery general generel Meintsin preeant fisheries with catch
cutthroat, rate of 0,8 fieh/hr. Use put-and-grow
brook trout, hatchery fish in ereas of no spawning.
grayling
Buffelo River 50/160 coldwater yisld rainbow, wild/hatchery gensreal generel Suppl mental put-end-teks. Meintetn
and tributaries cutthroat, wild populationa to praduca catch ratas

BBAD396BR

brook trout

of 0.7 fish/hr. Future epewning habitat
for Henrys Fork reinbow trout,
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31. TETON RIVER DRAINAGE

Overview

The most common species caught In the Teton River are cutthroat
from the mouth upstream to Badger Creek (62 miles), wild rainbow
from Badger Creek upstream to South Lelgh Creek (14 miles), and
brook trout from South Leigh Creek upstream (17 miles). Angling
pressure has Increased from 1975 through 1980 by 60 percent +to
80,000 hours. Catch rates have declined by 48 percent, from
1.42 fish/hour to 0.75 flsh/hour, Indicating popul ations of game
fish have decl|ned.

Major tributaries to the Teton River Incliude Bitch, Canyon, and
Trail creeks, with Bitch Cresek having Important cutthroat spawning
and rearing areas supporting the remaining cutthroat popul ations
below Felt Dam.

The Teton River has been extensively modifled by the fallure of
Teton Dam In 1976 In the area of the reservolr and river below the
dam. Al though the cutthroat fishery has stabli ized to some degree,
habl tat changes have resulted in an altered ecology of the
cutthroat present and 40 percent to 80 percent l|oss of
productivity. The Teton River above Badger Creek (Teton Basin) has
been I|solated from the lower river since 1936 when Felt Dam was
constructed. This area Is presently a rainbow and brook +trout
flshery with cutthroat continually declining. Most tributaries are
seasonal ly dewatered by Irrigation diversions as are same portions
of the Teton River near Rexburg and Teton further restricting the
ablllty of the rlver to recover from the effects of the Teton Dam
fallure.

Research and management programs to Improve the cutthroat flishery
In the Teton River have been put on hold pending payment for damage
to the rilver and flishery from the Teton flood. Because of +the
tenuous nature of the cutthroat in the Teton Rlver, walting for
settlement of the claims agalnst BR can no longer be Justifled.
The Teton River wlill recelve highest priorlty for Department
research and management programs during the 1986-1990 planning
period.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Felt Dam has blocked spawnling migrations of
cutthroat.

PROGRAM ~ Plans by Fall River Rural Electric are for
construction of the ladder by 1986, Stock large numbers
(1,000,000+) of cutthroat fingeriings to reestabl ish
spawning runs.

(2) PROBLEM - Fallure of Teton Dam extensiveiy altered habltat
bel ow the dam and In the area of the reservolr,
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PROGRAM - |Investigate and propose methods of habltat
Improvement or flsh management to Improve the cutthroat
flishery In thls area.

(3) PROBLEM - Native cutthroat populations have declined in the
Teton Basin and are In danger of belng el Iminated due to lack
of Information and management programs. >

PROGRAM - Inltlate a research program +to0 assess
popul atlon structure, determine reasons for the decl Ine,
and make recommendations for management, Develop an
enhancement plan for the cutthroat trout.

*
-

(4) PROBLEM - Overharvest of large cutthroat in the Teton canyon
may occur as effort Increases.

PROGRAM - Monitor angler use and harvest on the Teton
River, If overharvest is occurring, restrict harvest to
malntain |arge cutthroat,

(5) PROBLEM - Irrigation diversion structures bullt in the |ower
Teton River since the Teton Dam fallure are creating migration
barriers to upstream migrant fish.

PROGRAM - Develop plans for BR to use In modifying these
structures for fish passage.

(6) PROBLEM - The railroad culvert on Moody Creek Is a flsh
passage obstacle or complete barrler.

PROGRAM - Work wlth the Union Pacific to develop fish
access past this culvert,

(7) PROBLEM - Insufficlient hatchery space Is avallable to rear
cutthroat trout to offset lost production from the Teton Dam
fallure.

PROGRAM - Utilize BR funds to construct hatchery
facliities adequate to offset thls loss.
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C. hnage-ent Di rection

Dreinage: Teton River
Fi shery
Water Milea/Acres Type Clasgification GSpecies Hatchery/Wild Seeason Regul ati ons Management Direction
From mouth to 76/888 coldwater preservation cutthroat, wild/hatchsry general spacial Enhance native cutthroet populations.
Felt Dem yield whitefish, wild Use put~and—take rainbow catchables
{including N.F.) refnbow hatchery until cutthrost sra raastablished.
Imprave catch ratee to 1.0 fish/hr,
Maintain numbers of Large cutthroat.
Winter whitef {ch ssason,
From Falt Dem 21.7/7301 col dwatar preservation cutthroat, wild/hetchary general, spacial Population matntenance stocking of
to Trafl Cresk yfeld whitefish, wild cutthroat, Improve catch rates of
rainbow, hatchary 1.0 fish/hr, Winter whitefish saason.
brook trout witd
Teton, Treail, 27/154 col dwater preservation cutthroat, wild/hathcery special speciel Cutthroat spawning end rearing areae,
Bitch, Bedger, yiald whitefish, wild Some fingeriing popul ation meintenance
Moody, and Canyon brook trout wild stocking to astablish heal thy runs of
cresks, end thair cutthroet, Restrictad aeason end
harvest
tributaries 18 needed to protact cutthroat
spawners. Catch rates of 1.0 fishr.
All other 84/188 coldwatar yield cutthroat, wild gensral gensrel Maintein wild poputation, Msintain
catch
tributaries brook traut, rates of 1.0 fieh/hr, Spewning closures
rafnbow on streams fdentified as baing used by
river fish,
Packseddl e 4 coldwater yield cutthroat hatchary general general Meaintain pressnt fishery.
Lake
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32. SOUTH FORK SNAKE RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv lew

The South Fork Snake River dralnage Includes those portions of the
Snake River above the mouth of the Henrys Fork, Pallsades
Reservolr, and the Salt River drainage which are 1In Idaho,
Including McCoy, Tincup, Stump, and Crow creeks.

In the South Fork Snake River and tributaries below Pal Isades Dam,
wild cutthroat support 68 percent of the catch. Cutthroat below
the dam are a mixture of both fine-spotted and Yellowstone
cutthroat. Fishing effort on the south fork and tributaries bel ow
Pal isades Dam was 25,000 angler days with a catch rate of 0.53 game
fish/hour In 1981, Brown trout provide only a smali portion of the
catch (9 percent) but offer the opportunity to catch a tfrophy
ftsh. The present state record of 32.1 pounds was caught in 1984
from this river,

Mountain whitef Ish are the most abundant geme fish In the dralnage,
but are not extenslively utll ized by flshermen.

Habltat in the south fork dralnage Is In good condlition with a few
exceptions. The lower 20 miles of the river Is Impacted by low
water during late fall and early winter due to stock water
diversions. Loss of fish from the river to these diversions often
creates good seasonal flsheries, One such canal, an old slde
channel of the river calied the Dry Bed, utliized as a feeder
canal, Is 20 miles Iin length and provides adequate habitat to
support a flshery, Dewatering of these canals annually in the
spring for headgate malntenance results in a loss of fish and a
salvage season Is In effect.

Pal Isades Reservoir contains primariiy the flne-spotted Snake River
cutthroat of which 85 percent caught are hatchery fish from the
Jackson National Fish Hatchery. Pal lsades |s open year-round,
providing fishing opportunity for bank, boat, and lce flshermen.
Fishing effort was 43,000 angler days during 1980, Brown trout
provide only 6 percent of the catch In the reservolr, but they do
provide the opportunlty to catch trophy-size flish., The one-time
state record (25.8 pounds) was caught from Pallsades Reservolr In
1972. Lake trout, kokanee, and coho have been Introduced but wild
populations have not developed. Large fluctuation In water levels
(up to 80') may affect these open-water species.

Probl ems and Programs

(1) PROBLEM - Catch rates on Pallsades Reservoir are |ow
(0.3 flsh/hour or less) much of the year due to !nadequate
stocking of fish fram Jackson National Fish Hatchery and poor
natural recrultment.

PROGRAM - Increase the number of cutthroat stocked from
250,000 to 500,000 (6™-8") fish. Support enlargement of
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(2)

(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

B9AD385BR

Jackson National Fish Hatchery to accommodate more
production.

PROBLEM - irrligation diversions have curtalled natural
recrultment of trout to the South Fork Snake River,

PROGRAM - Screen Iirrigation diversions of Pal Isades Creek
to reduce losses of spawners and fry. After screening,
remove migration barriers and obstaci es.

PROBLEM - The flsheries In the lower portions of many Salt
River tributarles suffer fram dewatering and loss of flsh to
Irrigation dltches.

PROGRAM - Investigate the acquisition of water rights for
Instream flow uses.

PROBLEM - Large numbers of underutliized mountain whitef ish
exlst In the south fork dralnage.

PROGRAM - investigate methods of Increasing the harvest
of whitefish,

PROBLEM - Rainey Creek 1Is severely degraded by [lvestock,
which [Iimits spawning success of trout.

PROGRAM - Investigate the feasibillty of fencing and
revegetating the siream banks of Ralney Creek with both
USFS and private entities.

PROBLEM - Fish move freely across the Wyoming/idaho state 1ine
in the Sait Rlver drainage, migrating to and fram Pal lsades
Reservolr, The relationship of the Salt Rlver drainage and
Pal isades Reservoir fisheries to each other 1is poorly
under stood.

PROGRAM - Develop a cooperative research program with
Wyoming Game and Fish to evaluate the contribution of
each state's fisheries to the others.

PROBLEM - Dewatering of the Dry Bed during April resuits In
losses of flish and makes It Impossible to manage for a
consistent fishery,

PROGRAM - Work with the irrigation district to obtain
sufficlent fiows to maintain the fishery during perlods
of headgate mainten=nce. Get legal opinion on the
legal ity of dewatering this side channel.

PROBLEM - Angl er awareness of speclal regulations on the South
Fork is not total and may result Iin fallure to attaln the
goal s.
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PROGRAM - Develop an Informational sign to be dlsplayed
at several prominent Jocatlions, Have a small
I nformational handout printed for dlstribution which
expl alns the regulations and reasons for them,

-242-



C. Management Di rection

Drainage: South Fork Smakes River
Fi shery

Weter Miles/Acras Type Classification Specias Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ati ons Management Di rection

Mouth to Heise 22./172 coldwatar yiasld cutthroat, wild yeoar-round general Manege for wild cutthroat trout.
brawn trout, Catch rates of 0.5 fish/hr, Emphasis
whitefish on whitefish harvast,

Heige to Irwin 32.68/1632 coldweter quality cutthroat, wild genaral spaci al Menage for wild cutthroat trout.
brown trout, Catch rateas of 0.7 fis/hr. for
whitaf igh cutthrost with e 20 parcent Lerger than

16" in the population,
Irwin to 7.4/348 coldwater yield/trophy cutthroat, wild speciel genaral Maintain brown trout to provide catch
Palisades Dem brawn trout, rote of 0.1 fish/hr. Improve cutthroat
s whitefishy to produce catch rate of 0.4 fisivhr., on
S wild fish,

! laks trout hatchery

Pal isedes /18150 coldweter yield cutthroet, hetchery/wild year-round general Put-and-grow fishery for cutthroat and

Reeervoir brown trout, wild and leks trout. Only fine-spotted Snake
Leks trout hatchery River cutthroat will be stocksd. Brown

trout are all wild fish. Meintain
average size of 14" and improve catch
rates to 0,5 fishr. with additional
stocki ng.

Ory Bad 32/325 coldwatar yisld rainbow, hatchery yearround gensrel Put-and—-grow fishery below Lewisville
cutthroat, wild for ratnbow. Brown, cutthroat, and
brown trout, whitefish mainteined by racruitmant
whitefish from South Fork. Salvege season during

BOAD3 868 Ha
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April sbove Lewisville. Catch rates of

0.8 fish/hr.



Drainage: South Fork Sneke River

’ . .

Fi ghery
Water M Les/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regulatiane Mansgement Diraction
8urne, Pine, 38/78 coldweter preservation cutthroat wild restricted general Manage for spamning end rearing habitat.
Pritchard, end Also used as arsas for population
Palisades meintanence stocking. Catch rate of
cresks 1.0 fish/hr.
Stusp, Crow, 57/122 coldwater yield cutthroat wild/hatchery gensrel general Populetion maintenanca stocking erese.
and Tincup creeks
and theair
tributaries
ALl other 354/607 coldwster yield cutthroat, wild general general Maintain wild populetions of trout.
tributeries braok trout, Supplemantsl put-and-take fishery in
. brown trout Fall and Rainey creeks only. Enhance
2 hebitat end improve passage for
f cutthroat,
Upper and Lower /168 coldweter quelity cutthroat wild general gensral Maintein catch rate of 1.0 fishr,

Palisadee Lekes

BBAD3S6BR
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. 33, SINKS DRAINAGES

A. Overview

The Sinks dralnages Include the Blg Lost and Little Lost rlvers,
Blrch, Camas, Beaver, and Medicine Lodge creeks dralnages, all of
which sink Into the upper Snake Rlver Plaln aquifer, Ral nbow
trout, of generally small slze, are the predominant fish
throughout, except for some headwaters and a few minor tributaries
where brook trout are domlnant. Native bull trout and cutthroat
are malntaining flshable populations In some areas. Whiteflish are
found only In the Blg Lost dralnage. Stream quallty and flsh
popul ations vary from excellent to poor where streams alternately
Intersect and perch above the groundwater tabie or enter irrigation
dltches. Streams become marginal where they flow Into the Snake
Rlver Plain, due to diversion and freeze out. Where groundwater
Iinfilow Is lacking, cold, wintertime alr temperatures often cause
streams to become Icebound and leave +thelr channels, Severe
habitat degradation has occurred to most streams. Current grazing
levels inhiblt recovery.

Diversion Into Irrigation canals often dewaters the |ower segment

of most drainages. Productivity Is generally high due to large

amounts of groundwater Input. Stream Improvement structures to

offset losses of rlparian habltet due to grazing on lower Blrch

Creek and Summit (Little Lost Rlver dralnage) Creek have provided
O 100 percent to 400 percent Increases In trout populations.

(1) Big Lost River

The Big Lost River Is the largest tributary to the Sinks
and includes Mackay Reservoir, Antelope, Summit, .and
Wil dhorse creeks and the Copper Basln area as major waters.
Estimated fishing effort In 1986 was 11,500 angler days for
the dralnage above Mackay Reservolr, 1,300 angler days below
the reservoir, and 11,900 angler days In 1984 for Mackay
Reservolr.

Mackay Reservolr, bullt In 1916, Is a wlidely fluctuating
Irrigation supply reservoir having a maximum capacity of
44,500 acre-feet and a minimum pool of 125 acre-feet. Pool
levels below 4,600 acre~feet occur about every three years,
causing flushing of most trout and kokanee through the outiet
‘ structure of the dam Into the Big Lost. This results In a
poor fishery the following year in the reservolr and makes It
Impossible to manage Mackay Reservoir for a wlld trout
f Ishery, Catch rates for Mackay Reservolr averaged
« 0.4 fish/hour during summer 1983 with 35,000 hours of flshing
effort, During the winter ice fishery at Mackay Reservolr,
January and February 1984, catch rate averaged 0.7 flsh/hour
with 10,800 hours fished. Hatchery ralnbow comprised the
maforl‘ty of fish caught with some brook trout, kokanee and
wiid railnbow present.
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The 60 miles of Big Lost River below Mackay Reservolr has been
extensively modifled by numerous Irrigation diversions and
channel ization for flood control which has destroyed about
25 percent of the channel. Specles caught are rainbow trout,
brook +trout, and whitefish with catch rates of about
1.0 fish/hour. Fish from Mackay Reservolr produce an
excel lent flshery Immediately below the dam. Wiid ralnbow and
brook frout provide the majority of the fishery, but their
numbers have decllined since the mld-70s when flood control "
work was performed. Large numbers of fish are lost annually

to Irrigation canals. No flishing Is allowed within the

boundaries of the INEL site.

The Big Lost River dralnage above Mackay Reservolr Is affected
by iIrrigation diversion on private land and overgrazing on
federal |land. Same bank stabilizatlon and stream habltat
~ Improvement work has been done In the past three years.
Little Is currently known about the status of the fishery In
this area, although the upper Big Lost drainage (which
Incl udes the Copper Basin area) Is a popul ar recreation area.

(2) Little Lost River

The Little Lost River drainage contains primarily wlld
rainbow, although brook trout are abundant In headwater
areas. Viable populations of native bull trout are present In
most sireams of this dralnage. Native cutthroat remalin In
only a few tributaries. No Information |s avallable on angler
use and harvest. Creel checks show catch rates averaging
1.3 trout/hour over the last flve years.

(3) Birch Creek

Estimated effort for Blrch Creek was 25,400 hours, with a
catch rate of 2.3 fish/hour In 1982. The high catch rate was
affected by the large number of small (less than 150 mm)
ralnbow released by anglers. Catch rates from 1972 +o 1980
averaged 1.3 trout/hour, Indicating the Birch Creek fishery Is
stable. BIrch Creek Is primarily a hatchery catchabie flshery
although a creel census during 1982 indicated a 46 percent
wild ralnbow contribution,

(4) Mediclne Lodge Creek .

Estimated effort for the Medicline Lodge dralnage was
5,300 hours with a catch rate of 1.1 trout/hour during 1982,
Effort and catch rates were lower than those observed during
1963 (11,000 hours flshed with 1.4 flsh/hour). Rainbow trout
comprised 94 percent of the flsh harvest durlng 1982.
Electrofishing of the Medicine Lodge dralnage In 1981 showed
good populations of cutthroat and brook +rout present In
several tributarles, although wild rainbow trout were the O
domInant specles.
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" B.

(5)

Camas Creek

The Camas Creek dralnage Includes Mud Lake and Beaver Creek as
Important waters. Good populations of wild rainbow and brook
trout exist In most streams In the headwater areas. Brown
trout fingerling releases have provided a |imited flshery for
| arger trout. Water conditions | Imlt trout populations In the
lower ends of these streams. Natlve cutthroat trout are found
In minor numbers In headwater areas. Little comprehensive
angler use and harvest Information Is available on streams In
the Camas Creek dralnage. Creel checks show catch rates
averaging 0.86 trout/hour and ranglng up to 1.8 trout/hour In
some tributaries durlng the last five years. The majority of
the flsh caught are wlild ralnbow.

Mud Lake originally contalined |arge numbers of cutthroat
trout. Presently, [t supports a mixed warmwater fishery wlth
yellow perch, Ilargemouth bass, blueglll, and brown bullhead.
Nongame fish are still abundant with Utah chubs and Utah
suckers the major specles. The lake supports a few hatchery
ralnbow tfrout which move down out of Camas Creek, but the
fluctuating water levels and |low winter dissolved oxygen have
greatly decreased the sulitabllity for trout. High spring
water levels have Improved the perch and bass populatlions In
the lake, and angler use and harvest have Increased rapldly
silnce 1982. Bluegll| were planted In 1983 and 1985, and no
Information on success Is available. LImited current angler
use and harvest Informatlion Is avallable from Mud Lake.
Limiting factors for flshery development are drawdown and |ow
dl ssol ved oxygen when Ice covered.

Probl ems and Programs

(N

(2)

(3)

PROBLEM - Little useful Information exlsts for angler use and
harvest, or flsh populations and dlstribution, on sireams of
the Slnks dralnages.

PROGRAM -~ Initiate creel census and flsh popul ation
surveys of all the Sinks dral nages.

PROBLEM - Drawdown of Mud Lake dewaters stream habltat In
Camas Creek below Bybee Wells and Independent Dltch below Buck
Springs; suckers and chubs Invade the Camas Creek f Ishery.

PROGRAM - Investigate the feaslbllity of a water level
malntenance dam and rough flsh migration block at the
mouth of Camas Creek.

PROBLEM - Livestock use has resulted In loss of riparian
habltat and flsh populations In large segments of all
dral nages on federal |ands.

PROGRAM - Identlfy areas of overgrazing and rlparian
habitat damage. Develop programs to halt and reverse
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(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

trend In hablitat losses with appropriate federal |and
management agencles (l.e., BLM and USFS).

PROBLEM - Number of |argemouth bass, bluegill, and crappie are
bel ow deslired levels for a quality flshery In Mud Lake.

PROGRAM - Determine the 1imiting factors. Continue to
supplement the lake with additional flsh as they are
avallable. Initiate creel census to determine angler use
and harvest.

PROBLEM - INEL Is closed to public access. A majJor unscreened
dlversion on INEL diverts game flsh from the river which are’
| ost permanently fraom publ ic waters.

PROGRAM - Initiate program to block downstream migration
of game flsh onto the INEL slte. Funding should be
provided by INEL due to thelr +trespass and diversion
activities.

PROBLEM - LIttle Lost Rlver causes damage to private property
due to winter flooding which resuits from ice jams. Unlted
States Soll Conservation Service has Inltlated a flood control
project whereby the iower ten miles of LIttie Lost River will

be annually dewatered.

PROGRAM - Work with BLM and SCS to ensure adequate
mitigation measures for the Little Lost River take place
on Sawmli | Creek to fully offset the lost productivity.

PROBLEM - Spring Creek (tributary to Big Lost River)
historically had large brook +trout. Water dlverslions and
overharvest have el Imlnated those stocks.

PROGRAM - Transpl ant brook trout from Big Lost River to
Spring Creek. Determine the reasons for the decl]ne.
Inltiate speclal regulations If overharvest Is a problem.

PROBLEM - Year-long flshery fram Moore Diversion to INEL
boundary may be overharvesting large, mature ralnbow prior to
spawning In spring.

PROGRAM - Determine the need to close fishery during
February through Memorial Day. Identify spawning areas
and Initiate redd counts to document Improvement.

PROBLEM - There are waters which have no flsheries.
PROGRAM - Investigate water qualities In Moore gravel

pond and Summlt Creek Reservolr for sultability for
ralnbow trout Introductions.
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C. Mansgement Direction

Dreimage: Sinks — Big Lost River
Flehery

Watar Milea/Acres Type Classification Speciee Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management Ui rection

Big Lost Rivar 5/24 coldwater preservetion rainbow, wild closed clossd All accses and fishing cloeed by INEL,

to INEL boundary brook trout, Obtain mitigation for lLoeses to
whitefish unauthorizad flood diversion by the

INAL.

INEL boundary 22/106 coldwater yield reinbow, wild/hetchery year-round genersl Put-and-take fishery for rainbow due to

to Moore whitef ish, dewataring. Catch rate of 0.5 fish/hr.

Diversion brook trou’ Establish brown trout through fingarling
brown trout introduction.

Moora Divarsion 20/86 coldwater yteld ratnbow, wild/hatchery general/ ganeral Maintain wild populatione of trout.

to Mackay Dem whitefish : whitef tsh Supplemental put—-and-take fishery in

' areae of intense effort and poor habitat

g to maintain catch ratee of 1.0 fish/hr,

]

Mackasy Resarvoir /1000 coldwater yteld rainbow, hatchery general + ganerel Put-and-take fishery for ratnbow.
kokanea, winter Manage for catch ratea of 0.6 fish/hr,
braok trout {Jan—Feb]} on 11" fieh. Usa catchablee ae

neceesary to offset yeare of fingerling
lose due to drawdawn,

Fram Chilly 2168/487 coldwater yield reinbow, wild/hatchery generel/ general Maintein wild populations of rainbow

Bridge, upstraam, brook trout, whitef ish and brcok trout to produce catch rates

tncluding whitefish of 1.0 fielhr, Uss eupplemental

tributariea put—and-take stocking in heavy uee
arees; winter whitefish seseon.
Eveluate raturn to creel cf catchable
planta.

ALl other 61/77 coldwater yield retnbow, wild/hetchery general generel Metintatn wild populationa of trout to

tributartiees

BSAD3 96BR

brook trout

produce catch ratas of 1.2 fish/hr. Use
supplementel put-and-take stocking in
areas of high effort, Eveluate return
to the cresl of cetcheble plants.



Drainage: Sinks - Little Lost, Birch Creek, and Cemas Cresk

Fi shery
Water MiLes/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild _ Season Regulstions _ Management Diraction
Little Loat 11/180 coldweter yisld reinbow, wild general general Maintain wild populetion of reinbow and
River and brook trout, brook trout, end enhence popul ations of
tributaries bull trout bull trout to provide catch rates of
1.2 fish/hr., Protect bull trout
spawning sress as needed to maintain end
improve this etock of fish. Evaluate
status of bull trout.
Birch Cressk 32/6. coldwater yisld rainbow, wild/hetchery generel generesl Put-and-teke fishery to supplement wild
end tributeries brook trout popul stions, Maintain catch rates of
1.0 fialVhr,
Medicine Lodge 64/ coldwster yisld rainbow, wild generel general Maintein populations of wild trout. Use
Cresk and brook trout, supplamantal put-and-takes stocking on
l"‘ butarfee cutthroat Medicine Lodge Creek only. Implement
m restrictive ssssons on tributerisa to
? protect spewners where nacassary, Catch
retes of 0.B fish/hr,
Mud Lekes /7000 warmwatar yisld perch, wild yesr-round general Provide mixad wermwatar fighary
Leargemouth basa, primerily supported by perch. Use
bul Lhead, auppl emantel stocking to develop
creppie, sel f~gustai ning populatione. Catch
channel catfish, retes of 1.5 fielVhr,
bluegil L
Cames Creek, 12/79 coldwater yield reinbow, hatchasry yesr-round general Put—and-taks fishsry using catchable
from Mud Leke brown trout reinbow and fingerling brown trout,
to Jefferson Catch rates of 0.5 fish/hr,
County Lline
Camas Net{ional 5/600 coldweter/ weterfowl rai nbow, wild closed cl osed Closed for wetarfowl sanctuary.
Wildlife Rafuge warmwa ter nesting brook trout, Eveluata fishery in refuge watsrs and
bul Lheed, develop plen to allow engler
perch utilization.
BOAD3SEBR é
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Dratnage: Sinke - Cemas Creek and Beever Creek

Fi shery
Water Miles/Acrea Type Clessification Species Hetchery/Wild Season Regul atione Management Direction
Remeinder of 66/187 coldeatar yield reinbow, wild/hetchary general genaral Maintain present wild trout to provide
Cames Craak brook trout, catch rates of 1.0 fish/hr., Put—end-
and tributaries cutthroat, grow fishery for brownse. Identify and
protact cutthroat spswning and rearing
eress. Oatch rates of 0.8 fisthr,
Beaver Crask, 27/38 coldwater yiald reainbow, wild/hatchery yesr-round generel Meintain wild populations and use
below Stoddard brook trout, suppl emental put-and-take stocking to
Cresk provide catch retes of 0.6 fistvhr,
Beaver Creak, 1/18  coldeater yfeld reinbow, wild genaral genaral Pravide catch rates of 1.2 fish/hr. on
above Stoddard broak trout, witd fieh, Idsntify and protect
r{JCNBR- and atl cutthroat epawning and rearing ereas,
o tributariea
0
Alpine lLekes /280  coldwater yisld reinbow, hatchery/wild general genarel Maintain present fishery by use of
cutthroat, _hatchary fry where needed.
brook trout,
golden trout,
greyling
hybrids
BBAD3IYEBR
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A.

B.

34, MALAD RIVER DRAINAGE

Overv iew

Streams In the Malad River drainage total 83 miies and cover
86 surface acres. The Malad River's main siream Is characterlized
by hlgh silt concentratlons, low water temperatures and low trout
populations, These conditions restrict the expansion of present
trout popul ations,

Reservolrs In the dralnage cover 814 surface acres. These
reservolrs are used for lIrrigation water storage, are drawn down
during the Irrigation season and refllled Iin the winter and
spring. Two reservolrs, Daniels and Devils Creek, have a minimum
pool for flsh which was Incorporated as part of the project. If
water quallty and quantlty |s adequate, the reservoirs are planted
annually with hatchery rainbow trout; In additlon, popul ations of
spiny-rayed flshes occur In same., Collectively, these reservolrs
provide a significant amount of flshing opportun|ty. However,
Il1ttle Is known about the harvest of fish or fishing pressure.

Daniels Reservoir recently has been managed as a drophy trout
fishery with a two fish |Imlit. Increased numbers of Utah suckers
appear to have reduced both the tfrout growth and catch.
Consequently, thls management needs to be reevaluated for
al ternatives to provide trophy trout.

Probl ems and Program

(1) PROBLEM - Littie Is known regarding the flshing pressure and
catch of both hatchery rainbow trout and splny rays from most
reservolrs,

PROGRAM - Evaluate flshing pressure and catch at major
fishing reservolrs In the drailnage.

(2) PROBLEM - Popul atlons of nongame flsh at Danlelis Reservolr
have Increased. Catch rate and growth of trout at Danilels
Reservolr has decl! Ined.

PROGRAM - Assess the growth and catch rates of trout and
the applicabllity of the +trophy management with bag
restriction. Evaluate nongame fish numbers and the need
to control them,

(3) PROBLEM - Reservolr drawdown reduces the popul ations of game
fish during low water years.

PROGRAM - Work with Irrigatlon companies to prevent
drawdown to levels that affect game fish populations.
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C. Management Direction
Dreinage: Melad River
Fi shery
Water Mitea/Acres Type Clegsification GEpecias Hatchery/Wild Season Regulations Management Direction
Melad River 10/30 coldwater yield reinbow wild general generel Maintein mix of wermwater and coldwater
speci se.
/23 warmater yield brown bullhead,
green eunf ish
Maled River 65/33 coldwatar yisld refnbow, witd genaral general Maintein populetions of wild rainbow end
tributaries cutthroat cutthroat in amall stremme.
Daniele /375 coldwater trophy rai nbow hatchery general special Incresss catch rate fram 0.2 to
0.3 fie/hr, Eveluate trophy fishary
fram standpoint of eize of trout caught,
effects of nongeme fish poputatione on
ro trout, and affects on fishing preseure
8 both hera and at other arss raservoirs.
! Maintain genersl sesson fishery to
spread opening weekend pressura.
Eradicate nongeme fish during this
plenning period.
Deep Creak and /322 coldwater yisld reainbow hatchary general general Put-end—grom fishery. Maintsin cetch
Devils Creek rete of 0.3 fish/hr.
reservoirs
Pleasanty iew /32  coldwater/ yiald refnbow, hetchery/wild year—round general Maintein year-round fishing. Provide
Resarvoir warmwater Largemouth bass mixed catch of warswater end coldwater
fish,
Semaria Reservoir /10 warmater yield (lergemouth bass, wild yeerround generst Meintein year-round fishing to provide
green sunf ish catch of warmwetsr species.
Crowthers /40 coldwater/ yleld rainbow, hatcherywild speci et genersl Maintein mix of warmmater fish
Reservaoir wamwater yellow perch, supplemented with catcheble reinbow.
Provide ice fishing season.
BBAD3 96BR
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Drainage: Malad River

Ff shary
Weter M lea/Acree  Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regut ati ons Management Di rection
S§t, Johns /35 coldeater/ yleld rainbow, hatcherywild spact al general Maintain mix of warmwater fish supple-
Reservoi r wammwater Largemouth bass, mantad with catcheble rainbow. Provide
bluegitt

T

BBAD386ER
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A.

35. BEAR RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES

Overv lew

The Bear Rliver and Its major trlbutary streams are 524 mliles In
length. In addlition, there are a number of Irrigation storage
reservolrs In the dralnage covering 1,316 acres. Bear Lake, the
largest lake In the dralnage, covers 32,000 surface acres In |daho.

Habltat for trout In the Bear River Is marginal due to Irrigation
withdrawal and Inadequate flows from reservoirs. The power
facll ities have generally beneflited flshing as reservolrs
assoclated with them have tended to settle out silt, thereby
Increasing the catch of trout downstream. The river recsives the
heaviest fishing pressure downstream from Alexander and Onelda Dams
and In the Black Canyon area. Fish caught In these areas are
primarily hatchery rainbow trout.

Maln tributary streams of the Bear River Incliude the Malad River,
Thomas Fork, Bloomington, Parls, Montpeller, Georgetown,
Eight-Mile, WIlllams, and Cottorwood creeks and the Cub Rlver.
St. Charles Creek Is a major spawning stream for both ralnbow and
cutthroat from Bear Lake. Headwater +ributaries of Thamas Fork
Creek contain populations of the unique Bonneviile cutthroat, and
the upper ten miles of the Cub River contains wild +trout
populations and recelves heavy flshing pressure.

Generally, tributaries to the Bear Rlver support popul ations of
wild trout, either ralnbow, cutthroat, or eastern brook. The
highest concentrations of trout are found In the mlddle and
upstream sections. Trout populations In the lower sections are
adversely affected by low summer flows as a result of Irrigation
demands. Catchable ralnbow trout are planted In accessible streams
where habltat conditions are good and returns favorable.

A number of Irrigation reservolrs support viable game flish
populations In the Bear River dralnage. If year-to~year water
levels are sufficlent, they are planted wlth hatchery ralnbow
trout, In addition, a high percentage contain some type of
spiny-rayed game flsh population, such as bluegll!l, yellow perch,
and [|argemouth bass. Fishing regulations covering them are
designed to provide year-round fishing opportunity and still spread
out early general season flshing pressure. Col lectively, these
reservoirs provide a significant amount of reglonal flshing
opportunlity. However, Iittle Is known regarding the returns to the
creel of planted trout or the overall contribution of the
splny-rayed flshes.

Bear Lake which straddies the Idaho~Utah border historically
contained populations of the Bear Lake cutthroat +trout which
matured at a large slze. Due to overfishing, Irrigation diversions

and other factors, thls population was reduced to a low level. In
cooperation with the Utah Department of Natural Resources, a Jolnt
cutthroat enhancement project Is belng conducted at Bear Lake.
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This

proJect entails taking eggs fram mature flsh which ascend

St. Charles and Swan Creek to spawn, ralsing the young flsh In a
hatchery for about one year then planting them back In Bear Lake.
In addition, Bear Lake contalns four specles of endemic flsh.

B. Probl

ems and Programs

(n

(2)

(3)

(4)

B9AD385BR

PROBLEM - Most sections of the Bear Rlver contaln few +rout
because of high silt concentrations.

PR(BRMA- Support Improved 1land management practices
which would lower the river silt concentration, thereby
making condltions better for trout.

PROBLEM - The Bonnevliile cutthroat Is a unique subspecies wlth
limited distribution In ldaho.

PROGRAMS - (1) Cooperate with USFS to protect Bonnevllle
cutthroat hablitat and (2) stock no other species of trout
In waters occupied by Bonneville cutthroat.

PROBLEM - Insufficlent Information Is avallable for management
of the cutthroat population and the endemic flish species at
Bear Lake.

PROSRAM - Contlnue cooperation with the Utah Depariment
of Natural Resources to assess both trout and endemic
fish popul atlons at Bear Lake. Initlate an early life
history study of wild cutthroat In St. Charles Creek.

PROBLEM - Irrigation diversions on St. Charles Creek may !imit
recrulitment to Bear Lake of cutthroat.

PROSRAM - Develop plans for screening, procure funds, and
construct.
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C. Menagement Direction
Dratnage: Bear River
- F shary 7
Water Milea/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Sesson Regul ations Management Di rection
From Alexander 33/462 coldwater yield rainbow, hetcherywild year-round general Look for possible geme fish species
to Bear Lake whi tef ish which will do well in 8 high
turbidity/las temperature streem
env iroment.
Bear Lake 206/574 coldwater yield refinbow, hatchary/wild general general Maintain spamning runs and numbers of
tributaries whitef ish, both rainbow end cutthroat in euitable
cutthroat, tributerias. Stock catchable rainbow as
brook trout needed {n eresas receiving hesvy fishing
preecsura. Msintein suitable etream
flows and taks cutthroat egge as needad
from spawning runs,
ro
t\ﬂ'Baar Lake to 4@/506 coldwater yield whitefish, wild year-round gensrel Look for game fish species which will do
! Border cutthroat well in high turbidity/lon temperature
streem enviromant. Support impraoved
water qual ity measures.
Tributaries, 44/68 ooldeater yield cutthroet, wild general general Maintein pure populations of Bonneville
Bear Leke to whitef ish cutthroest and popul etions of other game
Border fish spacies.
Baar Lake /32000 coldwater trophy ciscoy wild year-round epecial Maintein tributary streem habitat and
whitefish, spamning runa of wild
cutthrost, hatchery/wild cutthroat. Incrsese cutthroat catch by
macki new, relessing hatchery fish of tha right
rai nbow

BBAD3I96BR

eize at the most approprieta tiwe end
placs. In cooperation with Uteh,
continue pressnt eveluation of the
fishery. Present gosls ere 8 harvest of
145,000 fish at 0.3 fish/hr, end 2 pounds
everage size.
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Dreinage: Bear River
1 shery
Water Miles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Menagement Oi rection
St. Charlea Creek /10 coldwater preservation cutthroat, wild restricted restricted Eveluate status of epawning. Screan
yiald rof nbow, hatchery irrigation diversion. Phase out rafnbow
brook wild catchable program. Construct nem trap
for intercepting spawners,
Winder, Glandels, /512 warmmatar/ yiald reinbow, hatchary/wild general general Put—-and-teke fishary.
and Lemont bluegil L,
reservoirs Largeamouth bass
From Utah state 26/364 coldwater/ yiald whitafish wild/hatchery yesar-round general Stablize water flows; ancourage more
line to Mink warme ter rainbow whitefish harvast. Atteampt to astablish
Crsek popul ations of game fish that do well in
s cool temparature, highly turbid
anv i rommant.
Bear River 62/85 coldwater/ yiald whitefish, wild/hatchery general genaral Maintain catch of wild fish fram tribu-
tributaries, wamwatar cutthroat, tary streams, Put—and—-take fishery in
Utsh border to brook trout areas of hasvy fishing pressure,
Mink Creek
Fram Mink Creek 8/112 coldwater yiald rainbow, hatchery/wild genaral general Work with the Utah Powsr end Light
to Onsida Dam brawn trout, Company to stabilize water flow during
whitefish peak fishing pariods. Encourage moras
whitefish harveet.
From Onaida Dem 25/425 coldwater yiald whitefish wild/hetchery yesr-round general
backeaters to rainbow
Black Canyon
Tributarfes, 63/104 coldwater yiald rainbow, hatchary/wild genaral general Provide mix of trout species and stock
Onside to Black cutthroat, catcheble reinbow trout as neaded.
Cenyon brook trout
BBAD3 96BR
SR ®




Dreinege: Bear River
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Fl shary
Water Miles/Acres Type Clessification Species Hatchary/Wild Season Regul atione Management Di rection
Black Canyon 6/43 coldwatar yield reainbow, hatchery general genaral Put-and-take f1ishery.
cutthroat
whitefieh wild
From Greaca to 6/108 coldeatar ylald rainbow hatchery general general Put-and—take fishery.
Alexandar whitefish wild
Montpelier /106 coldwater yield reinbow hetchary yeer-round genersl Put-and-taka fishery.
Reservoi r
Johnsan /157  werewater/ yletd largemouth bass, wild/ yaer-round general Maintein mix of wammwster fish
Reservair coldwater perch, hatchery suppl amented wi th put-and-take trout
rei nbow fishery. Continue year-round fishing.
Weston Resarvoir /2 wearmater/ ylield Largamauth bass, wild/ year-round general Maintein wmix of warmwetsr fish
coldwater paerch, hatchery popul ation suppl emented with
reinbow put-and—-take trout fishery, Continue
year-round fishing.
Oxford end /33 warmmater yiald Llergemouth bass, wild year-round general Maintain fishery for warswatar fish.
Nesh reservoirs parch Cont{nus year-round fishing. Attempt to
bluegill acquire pemensnt 8ccegs.
Twin Lakes /200 werwmetar/ yield Largemouth bags, wild/ general genersl Maintain oversll catch rate of
col dwater bluegilt, 0.4 fish/hr., Provide and meintein mixed
rei nbow fishery for bluegill end largemouth

B3AD3868R

bess. Put-end—taks trout f1{sheary.
Mainteain genarel season to spread
opening weekand pressure,
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Oreinege: Beesr River

Fi shery

Weter Miles/Acres Type Classification Species Hatchery/Wild Season Regul ations Management Di rection

Foster end /180  coldwater/ yield reinbow, hetchery/wild speciel special Put-and—grow trout fishery. Provide

Treasuraton wermwater parch, winter ice fishing seeson plus gensrel.

reservoirs bass fishing to provide engling opportuntty
and spreed out opening weakend
prassure, Increese oversll catch rata
at Foster Ressrvoir to 0.3 fish/hr, end
meintain catch rate of 0.3 fishr. ot
Traseureton Reservoir,

Condie Reeservoir /118  coldwatar/ yield rainbow, hetcherywild speci al special Maintain mix of wermwetar geme fieh

warmwatar bluegill, supplementad by catchabla rainhow.
Largemouth bass Provida fce fishing season plus general

season,

Alexandar /1070 wearmwatar yield perch, wild yessr-round genaral Attempt to esteblish a better fishary.

Reservoir walleye

Oneide Reservolr /400 wemmwater yliald perch wild year-round general Continue attempts to astabl ish better

walleye fishery by annual plente of walleys

fry. Continue annual eesesemente of
fish population by cresl chacks and gill
netting. Continue asssemment of walleys
effecte on yellow perch populastione,

Little Valley /60 coldwater yiald reinbom hatchery'wild genaral genaral Attampt to acquire some type of

Ressrvol r cutthroat permanent accese to ths reservoir,

BBAD3968
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Appendix 1. 4 List of Ideho fishes and their distribution by dreinage.
Fomily Species Drei nage’
Common Name Scientific Neme Common Neme Scientific Name Origirﬁ K P 8 Pa S8b Ba B I
Lemprey Petromyzontidae Pecific Lamprey Entosphenus tridentatus N X X
Sturgeon Acipenseridee. White sturgeon Acipsnser transmontanus N X X
Trout Salmonidee Laks whitefish Coregonus clupesfomes I X
Coho salmon Oncorhynchus ki sutch I X X
Sockeys salmon Oncorhynchus nerke N X
Kokanee Oncorhynchus nerka N X X X X X
Chinock salmon Oncorhynchus tshawytecha N X
Baer Lake whitefich Prosopium abyssicola N X
Pygwy whitefish Prosopium coulteri N X
Bonneville cisco Prosapiwm gemmiferum N X
Bonneville whitefish Prosopiwm spilonotus N X
Mounteain whitef ish Prosopium williamsoni N X X X X X X X
Golden trout Selmo aguaboni ta I X X X X X
Cutthroat trout Salmo clarki
Weetlops 8.C. lLewisi N X X X X
Yel lowstane 8.C. bouwveri N X X
Banneville 6,C. Uteh N X
Bear Lake 6.C. ep. N xI x
Fine epot {Snake River] S.C. ep. N X
Rainbow trout Salmo gatrdneri N x x x x xI xt X
Brown trout Salmo trutte I X X X X
Radband trout Salmo ep. N X
Sunspse trout Salvel inus alpinus I X
Brook trout Salvelinue fontinalis I X X X X X X X
Bull trout Salvelinus confluentus N X X X X X
Lake trout Salvelinue namaycush 1 X X X X
Arctic grayling Thymallue ercticue I X X X X
P ke Esocidas Nor thern pike Esox Lucius 1 X X
BIADA1 BBR
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Appendix 1. Continued,
Family Spacies A Drei mg"
Common Neme Sciantific Name Common Neme Sclentific Neme Origﬁ\! K P S Po 8 S8 B I
M nnow Cyprinidee Chi selmouth Acrocheilus al utaceus N X
Gol df {sh Carassius auratus 1 X X
Laks chub Couveeius plumbsus N X
Carp Cyprinus carpio I X X X X
Utsh chub Gile atraria N x x x xI
Tui chub Gile bicolor I X
Leatherside chub Gile copei N X X X
Peamouth My locheilus caurinus N X X X X
Fe thead minnow Pimephsles promelas I . X
Nor thern squew f{gh Pty chocheilus oregonensis N X X X X X
Longnose dacs Rhinichthys cataractas N X X X X X X X X
Laoperd dace Rhinichthys falcatua N X
Speckilad dace Rhinichthys oaculus N X X X X X X
Redside shiner Richardsonius baltastus N X X x x X X X X
Tanch Tinca tinca I X X
Spottail shiner Notropi s hudsonius I X
Sucker Catostomidae Utsh sucker Catostomus ardens N X X X
Longnoee suckar Catostomus catostomus N X X X
Bridgelip sucker Catostomus columbisnue N X X X
Blushsad sucker Catostomue df scobolus N X X
Largescsala sucksr Catostomus macrocheilus N X X X X X
Mountain suckar Catostomus platyrhynchus N X X X
Catfish Ictsluridse Black bullhead Ictalurue melas I X X
Brown bul Lhead Ictalurus nebul osus I X X X X X X X
Chennsl catfieh Ictalurus punctatus I X X
Tadpole madtom Noturus gy rinus I X X
Fla thead catfish Pylodictie olivaris 1 X X
Blus catfish Ictslurus furcatus I X X
Trout/perch Percopsidas Sand roller Percopsis transmontena N X X
Caod Gadides Burbot Lote Llots N X X
BSAD418BR
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Appendix 1. Continued.

Family Spacies Drai nagli ‘

Common Name Scientific Name Common Name A ~ Scientific Name Origilg K P 8 Pa 6b Sa 8 I

Livebearer FPoeciliidae Mosquitofish Geambueia affinis I X X
Guppy Poecilia reticulets 13 X X
Seordteil Xi phorus helleri 13 X X
Platy Xi phorus ) & X X

Sunfieh Centrarchides Green aunfish Lepomis cyanellus I X
Pumpki nesad Lepomis gibbosus I X X X X X
Wamouth Lepomis gulosus I X
Bluegil! Lepomis mecrochirus I X X X
Smellmouth bass M cropterus dolomieui I X
Largemouth bass Micropterus selmoides I X X X X X X X
Black creppie Pomoxis nigromeculetus I X X X X X X X X
Whita crepple Pomoxi s annuleris I X

Perch Percidae Yel law parch Perca flaveacens I X X X X X X X
Walleye Stizostedion vitreum I X

Sculpin Cottides Mottled sculpin Cottus bairdi N X X X
Piute sculpin Cottus baldingi N X X X
Slimy sculpin Cottus cognatus N X X X
Shorthead scul pin Cottus confusus N X X X
Baar Lake sculpin Cottus extensus N X
Shashone sculpin Cottus greanei N X
Wood River sculpin Cottua lefiopamus N X
Torrent sculpin Cottus rhatheus N X X X X X

Cichlided Cichl idae Java talaplie Telapia mogsabica ) & X X
Zill's talapie Talapia zillii 13 X x
Convict cichlid Cichleasoma nigrofaciatum 13 X X

1K = Kootanai drainage, P = Pand Oreille drefnage, 8 = Spokane drainage, Pa = Palouse drainage, Sb = Sneke River below

Shoshona Falls, Sa = Snake River abovse Shoshone Fella, B = Bear River draineges, and I = Independent drainages.
2N = pative end I = introduced,.

3confined to geothermel waters.

BIAD418BR



Appendix 2. Management and research program needs.

I. Flshery Management and Support Services
A. Computerized statewlde resident flshery data base to:
1. Prevent "loss"™ of management data over time.
2, Provide fast retrleval of flshery data.

B. Computerlzed anadromous flshery data base to greatiy
facll itate yearly run projectlions and status comparlsons,

c. Development of computerized flshery models for:

1. Speciflc, large or Important flsherles, such as
Pend Orellle Lake and Henrys Lake.

2, Representative fishery +types, such as north Idaho
|argemouth bass and westslope cutthroat.

D. Flshery management and research |aboratory to provide support
work on:

1. Fish tagging and marking.

2. Age and growth analyses.

3.  Limnology.
4. Food organism sampl ing.
Il. Fish Stock Evaluations

A. Salmonid speclies and strains to provide:
1. Improved return to creel.
2. Greater fishing opportunity.
3. More effectlve cost:benefit ratio for hatchery rearing.
4, Better survival in degraded habitat,
5. Planktivore with good natural reproduction rate. v

6. Improved survival of fingerliing reieases in small |akes
and reservolrs.

7. Improved trout flishery In Salmon River.
8. Improved stocks in al pine |akes.

-264-
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C.

9. Pisclvore for Rirle Reservolr and |sland Park Reservolr,
10. Increased longevity In Wiliow Creek (Reglon 6) dralnage.
11. Brown trout for Henrys Fork below Mesa Falls.

12. Late maturing brook ifrout for Henrys Lake (in progress).

13. Sterile cutthroat-ralnbow hybrids at Henrys Lake (In
progress).

14, Specles tolerant of high turbidity and low temperature
for Bear River.

Warmwater specles to provide:
1. Added flshing opportunity.
2. New warnwater specles for Blliss Reservoir,

3. Sultable specles for Mud Lake, l|ower Blackfoot, portlions
of Snake River.

Forage specles deveiopment for:
1.  Smal Imouth bass.

2. Snake Rlver reservoirs.

11l. Flshery Inventories, Surveys, Status Determlnations

D.

E.
Fe
G.

A.

B9AD385BR

Pahsimerol River Resldent Trout.
Hells Canyon sturgeon (In progress).

Snake River from Lower Salmon Falls Dam to Milner Reservoir
backwaters.

Snake Rlver from American Falls Reservolr to Henrys Fork/south
fork confl uence.

Teton River basin.
Sinks dral nages.

White sturgeon In Salmon River,

IV, Hatchery Operations

Devel op trout stocking guldel ines manual of stocking rates for
different specles and strains for representative waters.

=26 5~




vi.

B. Determine feasliblllty and effectiveness of white sturgeon
propagation and stocking. Initiated In 1985,

c. Research on Improved husbandry and dl sease control.

New Fishery Development

A. Create new flshing reservolrs In areas of high use of |Imlted
fishing opportunity,

Ml scel | anecus Needs
A. Update | imnologlcal knowledge of Dworshak Reservolr.

B. Reduce kokanee loss through Dworshak Dam,

c. Improve alpine lake flsh popul atton control technliques. In
progress.
D. Improve anadromous fish return rates to Lemh! River.

E. Determine IImnology and population dynamics for Snake River
reservolrs,

Fe Investigate restoration of |ower Henrys Fork flishery
cooperatively wlth Bureau of Reclamation (Teton Dam fallure
Impact).

G. Determine respective contributions of Idaho and Wyaming +to
Salt Rlver dralnage and Pal 1sades Reservolir flsherles.

-266-
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Appendix 3. A list of flsh specles that are engangered, threatened, or

of speclal concern In [daho.

LEGEND

Status

E L] L [ L] [ ] L] L] L) L] .Endanmred
T L] L] * [ ] * . L] . L] lThreafened
SC. . . . . Of Speclal Concern

Threats

1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.

The present or threatened destructlion, modliflcation, or curtaliment
of its habltat or range.

Over-util izatlon for commerclal, sporting, sclentiflic, or
educational purposes.

Disease or predation.
The Inadequacy of exlstlng regul atory mechani sms,
Other natural or mammade factors affecting Its continued exlstence.

Other (peripheral, restricted range, etc.).

Def inl tions

1.

2.

3.

4.

Specles Includes any specles, subspecles, race or form of fish
which share a common spatial arrangement and Interbreed when
mature.

Endangered Specles means any specles which Is 1In danger of
extinctlion throughout all or a signiflcant portion of {ts range
within ldaho.

Threatened Specles means any specles which Is llkely to become an
endangered specles wlthin the foreseeable future In all or a

signiflicant portion of Its range wilthin I[daho.

Specles of Speclal Concern are those whose restricted range,
speclflc habltat requlrements, and/or low popul ation numbers makes
them vulnerable to eliminatlon or reductions from areas of the
state If adverse impacts on habltat or popul ations occur.
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A LIST OF FISH SPECIES THAT ARE ENDANGERED, THREATENED, OR OF SPECIAL CONCERN IN IDAHO.

Common Neme

Scientific Name

Status Threats

Commente

STURGEONS
{femily Acipenseridaa)

White sturgson Acipenser transmontenus sc 1,8 Addi tional {mpoundment of presant renge could
change status to "threstened."

CODFISHES

{family Gadidae)
Burbot Lote lota 8C 1,8 Restricted range—Kootenai River.
TROQUTS
{femily Selmonides)

Chincok salmon, "spring" Oncorhynchus tshawytsche SC 1,2,3,4,5

Chinook selmon, “summer" Oncorhynchus tdlnytednd T 12,3,4,5 Approaching "endangered” stetue.

Chinook aslmon, “fall" Oncorhynchus tshawytecha T 12,3,4,6 Approsching "endangerad® stetus.

Sockeye salmon Oncorhynchus nerka E 1,3,5,8 Restricted range—Redfish Lake.

Staslhead trout Salmo 21 rdneri 8C 123,4,5 Some discrete river stocks mey bas 1{in
"threstsned® status.

Redband trout Salmo 8p- 8C 8 Restricted range; status unknawn,

Sunapese trout Selvelinus alpinus SC 6 Reastricted renge—elpine Lekee in Sawtooth

sureol is Bean Range.

Weetelope cutthroat Salwmo clarki Lewisi §C 12 Sensitive to habitet modificetion and
fishing.

Bonneville cutthroat Salmo clarki Utah sC 6 Rastricted range--Preuss Creek, Giraffe
Creek, Dry Craek.

Yel lowstone cutthroat Salmo clerki boweri sc 1,2 Senaitive to hebi tat modification,
hybridizetion and over harvest,

Bear Lgke cutthroat Selmo clarki ssp. sc 6 Restricted range——Bear Lake

Snake River (fine apot)

cutthroat Selmo clarki sap. 8 6 Restricted renge—South Fork Sneke River.

Bear Laks whitef1ish Prosopius abyssicole sC 6 Restrictad renge—Bear Lake,
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Common Name

Scientific Neme

Status Threats

- @

Comment s

TROUTS (continued)
(family Selmonidase)

Bull trout [Dolly Varden) Salvel inus confluentus sC 8 Only native fish of this genus. Present in
Idaho only as wild, native stocks.
Bonneville cisco Prosopium gemmiferum 8C 6 Restricted range—Bear Lake.
Bonnevil le whitef igh Prosopi wm sepilonotus 1Y 6 Restricted renge—Bear Lake.
M ONS
(femily Cyprinidas)
Lesthersaide chub Snyderichthys copsi sC 8 Restricted range—Wood River; status unknawn.
SCULPINS
(femily Cottides)
Bear Leke sculpin Cottus extensus 1 H 6 Restricted range——Bear Laks.
Shoshone eculpin Cottus greenei sC 8 Restricted range——S5neks River oequifer
springa; stetus unknown,
Wood River sculpin Cottus Leiopomus scC 8 Restricted range——Wood River; status unknown.
TROUT-PERCHEB
(family Percopeidea)
Send roller Parcopsi s transmontena 8C 6 Restricted range--Clearwetsr River near

Lewiston.
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Appendix 4, Warmwater Enhancement and Establ Ishment
Program - 1986-1990.

Reglon Water Number _ Exlsting popul ation

Smal | mouth Bass .

1 Hayden Lake 100,000
1 St. Joe River (lower) - ,
1 Pend Orellle River 200,000
1 Cocol | al a Lake -
1 Coeur d'Alene Lake 200,000
2 Elk Creek Res. 15,000
4 Mi! ner Res. 200,000
4 Bl 1ss Res. 100,000 X
5 Snake Rlver (above
Amerlcan Falls) 5,000
6 Ririe Res. -
6 Snake Rlver (bel ow
ldaho Falls) -
Al exander Res. 100,000
Lower Portneuf 50,000
Lower Blackfoot 50,000
Lower Bear 50,000
Channel Catfish _
1 Cocol | al a Lake - .
1 Hauser Lake -
1 Lateral Lakes -
2 Levee Ponds 300
3 Lake Lowel | : 100,000 X
3 Swan Fal ls Res. 250,000 X
4 Mil ner Res. 200,000
4 Murtaugh Res. 20,000
4 Wilson Lake 20,000
5 McTucker Ponds 1,000
Blue Catfish
4 Bray Lake 25,000
4 Mi | ner Res. 200,000
4 Emeral d Lake 50,000
4 Sand Dunes Res. 20,000 9
5 Bear River 5,000
5 Por tneuf River 5,000
6 Snake Rliver -
Bear River 10,000 -
Portneuf River 10,000

0- ®
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Appendix 4. Contlnued.

Regl on Water Number _ Exlsting popul ation

Bluegli!

1 Hayden Lake -

1 Coeur d'Alene Lake -

1 Cocol { al a Lake -

4 M| ner Res. 1,000

6 Roberts Gravel Pit -

6 Market Lake -

6 Mud Lake ’ -
Crapple

3 Crane Creek Res. 50,000 X

4 Lower Salmon Falls Res. 1,000

4 Stone Res. 1,000 X

6 Roberts Gravel Pit - X

6 Mud Lake —
Wal l eye

4 Salmon Falls Creek Res. 3,400,000 X

5 Onelida Res. 300,000 X
-271-
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GLOSSARY

Adfluvial - Fish which rear In lakes and rlvers but migrate to
tributaries to spawn,

Alpine lakes - High elevation natural |akes In mountalnous areas.

Anadromous flsh - Salmon and steel head, flsh which spawn In fresh water
and rear In the ocean,

Bonus flshery - A flshery managed to provide elther greater numbers,
greater sizes, or greater varlety of flsh to the angler.

Catchable - Flsh over 6" |ong.

Differential harvest - To harvest different stocks of the same specles
at dlifferent rates.

Exotic ~ Specles not native to ldaho.

Feral flsh -— Non-native flsh which have accl Imated to ldaho waters and
have establ Ished naturally reproducing popul ations.

Flngerl ing - Fish between three and 6" | ong.
Fry = Fish under 3" |ong.

Hatchery - All flsh produced In hatcheries or by other means of
artificlal propagation, such as hatching channels or rearlng ponds.

Nongame fish - Suckers, carp, squawflsh, chubs, minnows.

Pol lcy plan- A PLAN FOR THE FUTURE MANAGEMENT OF IDAHO FISH AND
WILDLIFE RESOQURCES, Volume 1, ™"Goals, Objectives, and Pollicles,
1975-1990, " publ ished by the Idaho Flsh and Game Commlsslon, 1978,

Problem - A factor which will Interfere wlth or prevent achlevement of
specl f Ic management goals or objectives.

Program - Action or adjustment to be taken by the Depar'rmen'r or others
to overcome probl ems.

Propor tl o Stock Dens| PSD) - The PSD is the proportion of fish of
qual ity size in a stock and 1s expressed as a percentage:

psp= number equal to or greater than minimum qual Ity length » 100
nunber equal To or greater Than minimum stock |ength

Recrul fment - Fish becoming avallable for capture In a flishery, usually
young fish growing Into a harvestable size,

Reslident fish - Nonanadromous flsh, fish which spend thelr entire |lfe
In fresh water within or contlguous to ldaho,
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Return_ to creel - The percentage of hatchery-reared flsh caught by
angl ers after the flsh have been released.

Saimonid - Fish of the family Salmonidae, Including +trout, char,
salmon, and whitef ish,

Stocks = A group of flish within a specles which has devel oped
particul ar genetic characterlstics which separates It fram others of
Its specles.

Wild fish - Alt fish of nonhatchery origin,
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ACRONYMS USED IN FISHERIES MANAGEMENT AL AN

BLM
BR

CE
DNFH
FERC
IDFG
| DHW
1oL
INEL
IAUC
L SRCP
NPPC
SCS
USFS
USFWS

U.S. Bureau of Land Management

U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

U.S. Army Corps of Englneers
Dworshak National Fish Hatchery
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
|daho Department of Fish and Game
|daho Depariment of Heal th and Wel fare
Idaho Depariment of Lands

Idaho National Engineering Laboratory
Idaho Publ ic Utiiities Commission
Lower Snake River Compensation Plan
Northwest Power Pl anning Council

Soll Conservation Service

U.S. Forest Service

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
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1 Drainages ueed in the Idsho
Fishery Management Plen
Page
1. Kootenai 43
2. Pend Orsills 50
3. Spokans 62
4, Palouse 74
5. Clearwater 76
6. Snake—ID/WA
border to Halle
Canyon Dam 85
7. Salmon-mouth to
Horse Cresk 99
8. Little Selmon 104
9. South Fark Selmon 108
10, Middle Fork
Salmon 113
11. Salmon—-Horse Crsek
to North Fark 120
12. Selmon—North Fork
to heedwetsrs 125
13, Lemhi 132
14. Pahaimeroi 135

15. Eest Fork Selmon 137
16. Yankae Fark

Selmon 140
17 . Sneke—Hslls

Canyon QOem to

C.J. Strike 143
18. Weiser 149
19. Payette 153
20. Boiee 163

21. Owyhes, Bruneeu 172
22, Sneke-C.J. Strike

to Massacra Rocks 176
23, Big Wood 190
24, Selmon Falls,

Gooss Creek, Rsft

River 201
25. Sneke—Massecre

Rocks to Hanrye

Fork 209
26. Portnsuf 215
27. Bleckfoot 220
2B. Willow Creek 224
29. Henrys Fork 228
30. Teton 237
31, South Fork Sneke 240
32. Sinks 245
33, Maled 252

34, Beer 255




