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ABSTRACT:

Separate salmon and steelhead permits were again required during 1972. A t o ta l
of 11,880 salmon permits and 18,809 steelhead permits were sold during the year.

Approximately 87 percent of the salmon permit holders indicated that they had
fished but only 31 percent caught chinook. Steelhead anglers fared s l i g h t l y
bet te r  with 85 percent of the permittees f i sh ing  and 38 percent catching
steelhead.

Approximately 84 percent of the steelhead anglers were Idaho residents.

The 1972 salmon harvest of 6,500 was up from the 1970 and 1971 catches but
largely  due to hatchery f i sh  caught i n  the L i t t l e  Salmon River. The steel-head
catch of 13,500 was the lowest estimated catch since 1956.
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ABSTRACT:

In 1972, three check stations were operated on the upper Salmon r i v e r  to provide
management with timely and usable chinook salmon catch data. Between July 8 and July
31, check s ta t ion  operators interviewed 1,913 anglers who fished 28,437 hours to catch
809 salmon; 35 hours per f i s h .  Nonresidents comprised 18 percent of the salmon
anglers and spent 25 percent of the t o ta l  hours fished to catch 22 percent of the harvest
recorded at our s ta t ions.  Anglers also reported catching 24 jack salmon; 3 percent of
the to ta l  salmon catch. We recorded 4,807 man-days spent f i sh ing  fo r  809 adult
salmon, or 5.8 man-days per f i sh .

From random returns of permit cards marked at the s ta t ions ,  I estimated that 3,014
salmon over 20 inches entered the anglers creel from the various streams and r i v e r
sections covered by our s ta t ions.  The statewide estimate for these same stream
sections computed by the random sample of permit holders was 2,836 f i s h  as reported
in  Job 1 ,  F-18-R-19 (Ma l le t ) .
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ABSTRACT:

Steelhead check stations operating i n  major Salmon River steelhead f i sh ing
areas (sections 3, 4, 5, and 6) i n  the spring and f a l l  of 1972, provided estimates
of hatchery f i s h  catch percentages and described f i sh ing  success and f i sh  s ize.

Star t ing with the f a l l  of 1972 steelhead information was gathered by roving
census clerks i n  Salmon River sections 1 (Graves Creek) and 2 (Riggins to
Whitebird).

Census clerks also co l lected steelhead information i n  the lower Snake River,
below the mouth of the Salmon River, and i n  the upper Clearwater River (Orofino to
Lowell) during the f a l l  of 1972.
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