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ABSTRACT 
 

 
 A creel survey was conducted on Hayden Lake from July 1 to November 30, 1994. Anglers 
fished for an estimated 28,374 hours. Anglers caught an estimated 28,131 fish for a catch rate of 0.99 
fish/h. No fin-clipped rainbow trout Oncorhynchus mykiss or cutthroat trout O. clarki were observed            
in the creel. This may be a result of marked trout not obtaining legal size, 356 mm (14 inches) and the 
creel survey beginning after the major trout fishing season was over. In 1995, the creel survey will be 
conducted from March or April through June 1. 
 
 Survey questionnaires were mailed to Hayden Lake property owners and handed out to anglers 
fishing Hayden Lake. Anglers and lake front property owners supported the quality fishery management 
program on Hayden Lake. 
 
 An angler creel census was conducted on Priest Lake from January 1 to December 31, 1994.  
An estimated 62,602 hours of effort were expended in 17,198 angler-days. Non-resident anglers 
accounted for 51 % of the effort. Fishermen harvested an estimated 13,987 lake trout with Salvelinus 
namaycush an average weight of 1.4 kg/fish. Yield of lake trout from Priest Lake in 1994 was estimated 
at 19,632 kg or 2.05 kg/ha. The average catch rate for lake trout in 1994 was 5 h/fish. 
 
 Of the 116 angler questionnaires returned, 108 anglers were specifically fishing for lake trout. 
Seventy-five percent of the angler questionnaire respondents considered "trophy" size lake trout to be fish 
in excess of 20 pounds. 
 
 The estimated number of kokanee O. nerka kennerlyi in Coeur d'Alene Lake in 1994 was the            
fourth highest since 1980. The high estimate of kokanee abundance was due to the high number of age 
1 and age 2 kokanee. Mean length of kokanee spawners was 248 mm and 228 nun for male and female 
kokanee, respectively. 
 
 The number of chinook salmon O. tshaurytscha redds counted in the Coeur d'Alene and St. Joe  
rivers in 1994 totaled 118. A total of 17,267 chinook salmon fingerlings were stocked into Coeur 
d'Alene Lake in 1994. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
94DJ-RPT 35 



 Two midwater trawl estimates of kokanee population abundance were made in Lake Pend Oreille 
in 1994. The August estimate totaled 4,350,000 kokanee and the September estimate totaled 9,680,000 
kokanee. 
 
 On May 27, 1994, 383,550 kokanee age 0 fry were released in Spirit Lake. The Spirit Lake 
kokanee population was estimated at 189,000 fish during August trawling. 
 
 A total of 61,030 one- and two-year-old westslope cutthroat trout O. clarki lewisi were released 
from eight net pens located in Ellisport, Scenic, and Garfield bays on Lake Pend Oreille in April and 
May of 1994. 
 
 The fish populations in Benewah, Chatcolet, and Round (Benewah Count) lakes appear to have 
good species diversity and reasonable growth. The most abundant fish species collected by gill nets, trap 
nets, and electrofishing were brown bullheads Ameirus nebulosus, followed by yellow perch Perca 
flavescens, northern squawfish Ptychocheilus oregonensis, and suckers Catostomus sp.. The largemouth 
bass Micropterus salmoides population for all three lakes combined had a Proportional Stock Density 
(PSD) of 47.6. Most of the relative weight (Wr) values for largemouth bass were between 85 and 105 
which indicated a balanced population. Some channel catfish Ictalurus punctatus stocked into the St. Joe 
and St. Maries rivers in 1989 and 1990 have moved down into Chatcolet Lake. 
 
 In Round Lake, the alkalinity was 30 mg/1 in 1994, a decline from 60 mg/1 in spring 1966. The 
pH, dissolved oxygen, and temperature did not differ significantly from data collected in 1966. 
 
 Standard lowland lake surveys were conducted on Blue and Chase lakes in Bonner County. 
Channel catfish have been established and are providing a unique fishing opportunity in Blue Lake. 
Chase Lake offers some of the largest yellow perch in northern Idaho. 
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ABSTRACT 
 

 
 Westslope cutthroat trout Oncorhynchus clarki lewisi densities estimated from snorkeling transects 
in the catch-and-release sections of the North Fork Coeur d'Alene, Little North Fork Coeur d'Alene, and       
St. Joe rivers were 98, 26, and 133 trout/ha, respectively. Densities in the catch-and-keep sections of       
the same rivers were 35, 3, and 29 trout/ha, respectively. 
 
 The number of trout estimated by electrofishing in the catch-and-release and the catch-and-keep 
sections of the North Fork Coeur d'Alene River was 42 trout/ha and 26 trout/ha, respectively. 
 
 The number of trout estimated by electrofishing in transects in the catch-and-release and the catch-
and-keep sections of the Little North Fork Coeur d'Alene River was 137 trout/ha and 64 trout/ha, 
respectively. Trout were concentrated in two sections of rip-rap in both transects. The remainder of the 
transects were almost devoid of trout. 
 
 The total number of bull trout Salvelinus confluentus redds counted in the Pend Oreille Lake, 
Priest Lake, and St. Joe River drainages in 1994 were 516, 28, and 61, respectively. 
 
 No bull trout redds were observed in the upper Little North Fork Clearwater River and Marble 
Creek drainages in 1994. 
 
 Bull trout adults and juveniles were observed in the Priest Lake drainage during summer surveys 
in Lion, Two Mouth, and Indian creeks. No bull trout were found in Granite Creek or the South Fork    
Granite Creek in 1994. 
 
 The number of kokanee O. nerka kennerlyi spawners counted in Boundary, Long Canyon, Parker, 
and Smith creeks in the Kootenai River drainage in 1994 was 6, 0, 6, and 50+, respectively. 
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ABSTRACT 
 
 

Panhandle Region fisheries management personnel provided private individuals, organizations, 
public schools, and state and federal agencies with technical review and advice on various projects and 
activities that affect the fishery resources in northern Idaho. Technical guidance also included numerous 
angler informational meetings, presentations, and letters, development of the Panhandle Region portion           
of the 1-800 ASK-FISH program, and fishing clinics. 
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ABSTRACT 
 

 
 In November of 1994, assistance was provided to the Lake Pend Oreille Idaho Club to design and 
obtain permits for a rock check dam and removable fishway to aid in the passage of spawning kokanee 
salmon Oncorhynchus nerka kennerlyi from Lake Pend Oreille into Trestle Creek. 
 
 During the winter of 1994-1995 and the early spring of 1995, the fishway at the outlet of           
McArthur Reservoir was rebuilt to facilitate fish passage into McArthur Reservoir from Deep Creek. 
 
 During March of 1995, a rock check dam and removable fishway were installed near the mouth          
of Yellowbanks Creek, a tributary to Hayden Lake, to improve upstream fish passage through a road 
culvert. 
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ABSTRACT 
 

No lakes in the Panhandle Region were restored with rotenone during this contract period. 
 

One private fish pond, located in the Hayden Lake drainage, was gillnetted to remove an 
unwanted fish species. 
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