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State of: Idaho Name: FISH HEALTH ADMINISTRATION 

Project:  F-75-R-14 

Period Covered: January 1-December 31, 1997 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
This report contains a description of the activities of the Eagle Fish Health Laboratory 

(EFHL), operated by the Idaho Department of Fish and Game (IDFG), for the calendar year 1997. 
The primary charge of this program is to monitor, inspect, and improve the health of fish raised at 
13 resident hatcheries, 11 anadromous hatcheries and satellites, and Eagle Hatchery, which rears 
ESA-listed salmon captive broodstocks. Results of these diagnostic cases are presented in the text 
by program and facility. The most significant pathogens encountered in the resident and 
anadromous programs were cold water disease (CWD), bacterial kidney disease (BKD), infectious 
hematopoietic necrosis virus (IHNV), bacterial gill disease (BGD), and furunculosis. A high 
prevalence of tumors and anomalies occurred in the sockeye salmon Oncorhynchus nerka captive 
broodstocks. The IDFG fisheries managers, researchers, hatcheries, and EFHL pathologists utilized 
the newly completed wet laboratory during the year. 

 
Wild salmonids from all regions of the state were examined for the parasite that causes 

whirling disease (WD). The only new occurrence of WD this year was cutthroat trout O. clarki 
broodstocks from Henrys Lake in the IDFG Upper Snake River region. The IDFG initiated research 
to determine the impact of WD on wild salmonid populations in four drainages previously 
demonstrated positive for Myxobolus cerebralis. The staffs of both the EFHL and Eagle Hatchery 
supported this research. 
 

The EFHL staff remained active participants in regional and national fish health issues. This 
included administering the Investigational New Animal Drug (INAD) program through the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) INAD Program. Examples of additional liaison activities 
are included in the text. 
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