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ABSTRACT

Methodologies for instream flow assessments are as varied and numerous as the
agencies that employ them. This study was i n i t i a t e d  to evaluate a non- f ie ld
methodology and several f i e l d  methodologies inc luding single cross section and
mul t ip le  cross section types. The methodologies, IFGI-preferred hab i ta t ,  IFG
Incremental method (WSP), IFG Incremental method (IFG4), Idaho method, and the
Montana method were applied on six streams covering a wide range of stream
morphologies and habi ta ts .  They were evaluated as to cost and manpower require-
ments, p red ic t ive  capab i l i t y ,  a p p l i c a b i l i t y  to b io log ica l  c r i t e r i a  and requirements
of methodology improvements.

Computer programs, used with the f i e l d  methodologies, were adapted to IBM
hardware from the CDC system used by the Bureau of Reclamation and the Cooperative
Instream Flow Group.

Instream flow recommendations were determined for each methodology from
c r i t e r i a  described i n  th is  report and c i ted  l i t e r a t u r e .
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