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ABSTRACT: 

Depressed steelhead runs into the upper Columbia River drainage in 1974 
and 1975 led to a first-time experiment with a catch-and-release steelhead 
fishery in Idaho in October-November, 1975. 

Angler interest in this "fish-for-fun" opportunity was low, although 
catch rates were generally good for those who participated. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 

Steelhead check stations at North Fork and Riggins should be operated 
throughout the fall and spring fishing seasons each year. Operation of  
these check stations each weekend day throughout the season should provide 
adequate information. Roving census clerks should gather steelhead harvest 
data in other stream sections of the Salmon and Clearwater drainages where 
hatchery contribution or management data is needed. 

OBJECTIVES: 
 

To collect steelhead catch statistics, from selected heavily fished 
river sections, which can be utilized to prorate harvest estimates by river 
section and to provide estimates of hatchery steelhead returns. 
 

To provide timely catch information for use by department personnel 
and the public. 

TECHNIQUES USED: 

Personnel operate steelhead harvest check stations covering primary 
egress points for Salmon River sections 3, 4 and 5 at sites above Riggins 
(section 3) and at North Fork (sections 4 and 5). Roving census clerks also 
collect steelhead harvest data from Salmon River (section 2) (Riggins to 
Whitebird), upper Clearwater River (Orofino to Kooskia), and Middle Fork 
Clearwater (Kooskia to Lowell). 
 
 
FINDINGS: 

Due to depressed steelhead runs into the upper Columbia River drainages 
in the summers of 1974 and 1975, there was no fishing season the spring of 
1975, and a catch-and-release fishery only in the fall of 1975 in the State 
of Idaho. 

The fall 1975 catch-and-release steelhead season was a first-time 
experiment in Idaho waters and was initiated on a limited basis, 1 October 
through 30 November. We operated both check stations and roving interviews 
during this period to ascertain the response of the Idaho angler to this  
new type of fishery. 

The information presented below was collected on the catch-and-release 
fishery in the fall of 1975. 
 
Salmon River - Sections 2 and 3

Field personnel reported an almost complete lack of interest by local 
anglers (Riggins, Idaho area) in the steelhead catch-and-release fishery 
and subsequently, did not conduct check station operations on this section 
of the Salmon River in the fall of 1975. 
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The local Conservation Officer contacted a commercial jet boat party at 
Mackay Bar (section 3) and interviewed 17 anglers who had fished 170 hours 
and caught and released 5 steelhead (34 hr/fish). He also contacted two 
anglers near Slate Creek (section 2) who had fished 6 hours and caught and 
released 3 steelhead (2 hr/fish). 

Salmon River - Section 4 and 5
 

Commencing 1 October, we operated a check station at North Fork each 
Saturday and Sunday between 1200 hr and dark (around 1900 hr). Each Thursday 
and Friday, a census taker drove to the end of the Salmon River road at Corn 
Creek, approximately 72 kilometers (45 mi), and interviewed all anglers along 
the route. Conservation Officers also conducted streamside interviewes during 
their normal duty patrols. 
 

Between 1 October and 30 November, we conducted 123 angler interviews. 
These anglers fished 686 hours to catch and release 51 steelhead for an 
average of 13.5 hours per fish (Table 1). 
 

During the 2-month period we also surveyed the opinions of 93 anglers 
on the following questions: 
 

1. Do you feel that catch-and-release fishing is an acceptable 
way to use steelhead we can't afford to harvest? 

Yes: 53 (57%) No: 35 (38%) No Opinion: 5 (5%) 
 

2. Do you prefer catch-and-release fishing to a closed season? 

Yes: 59 (63%)    No: 32 (34%)    No Opinion: 2 (3%) 

 
The main theme of anglers giving "no" answers to both questions was that 

Idaho anglers be allowed to harvest one steelhead per season rather than have  
a catch-and-release regulation. 
 

Commercial jet boat operators reported good interest by angler-clients 
and one operator reported grossing over $4,000 in angler service fees in the 
2-month period the catch-and-release season was open. 

 
It appears that on the upper Salmon River, while general interest in a 

catch-and-release season was low, it did provide a recreational opportunity 
for a substantial number of fishermen and was preferable to a closed season  
to a majority of them. Economic benefits to local services also appeared to  
be significant. 

Lower Clearwater River (below Orofino)
 

The figures presented for this river section are estimated total figures 
expanded from sample counts and interviews. 

Between 28 September and 30 November 1975, department personnel conducted 
504 angler interviews on the Clearwater River between Orofino and Lewiston. 
These anglers fished an estimated 3,058 hours to catch and release an estimated 
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Table 1.  Angler effort and number of steelhead caught and released in 
Salmon River sections 4 and 5, October-November 1975. 

Dates 
(Mop.-Sun.) 

Number 
of anglers 
interviewed 

Hours 
fished 

Steelhead 
caught and 
released 

Hours
per 
fish 

10/1 - 10/12 57 305 12 25.4 

10/13 - 10/19 11 42 5 8.2 

10/20 - 10/26 16 107 5 21.4 

10/27 - 11/2 17 187 23 8.1 

11/3 - 11/9 12 22 6 3.6 

11/10 - 11/16 8 22 0 --- 

11/17 - 11/23 3 2 0 --- 

11/24 - 11/30 0 0 0 ---

Totals 
 

123 686 51 13.5 
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430 steelhead during the 60-day period. 

Boat anglers fished an estimated 1,515 hours and released 238 steel-
head, averaging 6.0 hours per fish, while shore anglers spent an estimated 
1,543 hours to catch and release 192 steelhead for a 7.9 hours-per-fish 
average (Table 2). Total angling effort in 1975 decreased 93% from the 
1970-74 5-year average. However, the catch rate of 6.0 and 7.9 hours per 
fish for boat and shore anglers compares to 14.7-23.5 and 26.6-39.9 hours 
per fish for the 1970-74 5-year period. We feel this increased catch rate 
reflects the higher average skill of the anglers participating in this 
catch-and-release fishery. 

The catch-and-release steelhead season on the lower Clearwater was a 
success if measured by angler cooperation , catch rates and the reduction 
of angling mortality. However, if measured by the level of angler parti-
cipation, the "fish-for-fun" opportunity on the lower Clearwater was not 
widely accepted by the area's steelhead anglers. 
 
Upper Clearwater and Middle Fork Clearwater River

From 1 October through 16 November 1975, department personnel inter-
viewed only 15 steelhead bank anglers on the upper Clearwater (Orofino to 
Kooskia) and Middle Fork Clearwater (Kooskia to Lowell). These anglers had 
fished a total of 36 hours and caught no steelhead (Table 3). No boat 
anglers were seen on these river sections during this interval. Weather  
and water conditions were good through the first 3 weeks of October, but 
heavy rainfall caused the river to become muddy below the South Fork on  
25-26 October. Rainy weather kept the river muddy below the South Fork 
through much of November. Ice floes in the river on 22-23 November and  
heavy snow on 29-30 November prevented any fishing effort. 

The count of 15 anglers over 14 census days indicated a very low interst 
and participation in the catch-and-release steelhead season on this area of 
the Clearwater River. 
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Table 2. Angler effort and number of steelhead caught and released by boat 
and shore anglers in the Lower Clearwater River (Orofino-Lewiston) 
October-November, 1975. 

 

Anglers Hours 
interviewed (fixed) 

SH Est. Est. 
released effort SH C/R 

Catch 
rate (H/F) Interval 

   
Boat anglers

9/28 - 10/11 42 169.5 47 230 64 3.6 

10/12 - 10/25 73 231.5 19 419 34 12.2 

10/26 - 11/8 61 228.5 39 406 69 5.9 

11/9 - 11/22 29 116 21 214 39 5.5 

15 54 7 246 32 7.711/23 - 11/30 

Totals 220 799.5 133 1,515 238 6.0 (weighted)

   
Shore anglers

9/28 - 10/11 78 224 31 423 59 7.2 

10/12 - 10/25 93 192.5 24 587 73 8.0 

10/26 - 11/8 78 108.5 11 355 36 9.9 

11/9 - 11/22 30 37 6 146 24 6.2 

     5 9.5 0 32 0 011/23 - 11/30 

284 571.5 72 1,543 192 7.9 (weighted)Totals 

Grand totals 504 1,371.0 205 3,058 430 6.7 

  Boat residents = 78% Shore residents = 78%  

C/R - caught and released hours per fish 
H/R – hours per fish
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Table 3.  Angler effort and number of steelhead caught and released by bank 
anglers in Upper Clearwater and Middle Fork Clearwater River 
(Orofino-Lowell), October-November, 1975. 

Date 

Number of 
bank anglers 
interviewed

Hours 
fished

Steelhead 
caught and released

1 October 2 8 0 

4 October 0 0 0 

5 October 1 2 0 

11 October 1 3 0 

16 October 1 2 0 

18 October 0 0 0 

19 October 4 4 0 

25 October 1 3 0

October totals 10 22 0 

1 November 0 0 0 

2 November 0 0 0 

7 November 0 0 0 

9 November 2 5 0 

15 November 2 6 0 

16 November 1 3 0

November totals 5 14 0 

Grand totals 15 36 0 
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