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ABSTRACT

Fisheries personnel conducted an in tens ive creel census on the Lochsa River and lower por t ion  of
Crooked Fork Creek, to evaluate the response of the cu t th roa t  t r ou t  population to the four th  year
of catch-and-release regulat ions in  the Lochsa River above Boulder Creek and to monitor changes
in  angling pressure and harvest of game f i s h .  Census techniques and stream sections were the
same as those used each year since the study was i n i t i a t e d  i n  1976.

From 24 May to 30 September 1980, anglers fished an estimated 7,302 hours on the Lochsa River
below Boulder Creek to catch an estimated 7,712 w i ld  rainbow steelhead (64.2%), 2,735 hatchery
catchable rainbow (22.8%), 886 cu t th roa t  t rou t  (7.4%), 38 Dolly Varden (0.7%) and 590 wh i te f ish
(4.9%). Anglers fished an addit iona l  2,491 hours above Boulder Creek to catch-and-release 4,181
wi ld  rainbow steelhead (62.7%) and 2,065 cu t th roa t  t rou t  (21.0%).

In the catch-and-release area of the Lochsa River above Boulder Creek, angler e f f o r t  nearly
doubled i n  1980 (2,491 hours) compared to 1979 (1,369 hours). The number of cu t th roa t  caught-
and-released increased 63% from 1,269 i n  1979 to 2,065 i n  1980. Over 92% of the anglers
interviewed in  t h i s  section during 1980 favored the catch-and-release regu la t ion .

In the Lochsa River downstream from Boulder Creek (catch-and-keep), angler e f f o r t  increased by
24% from 5,878 hours i n  1979 to 7,302 hours in 1980. The number of cu t th roa t  caught increased
90% from 467 in 1979 to 886 in 1980.

We surveyed Lochsa River cu t th roa t  and juven i le  steelhead by using snorkel gear i n  transects
which provided data comparable since 1975. In the three sections tha t  were surveyed, the numbers
of cu t th roa t  t r o u t  have increased s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  while the numbers of juven i le  steelhead have
varied with no obvious pat tern .
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