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ABSTRACT

Anglers on the South Fork Snake River fished 88,830 hours to catch 46,824 game
f ish  (30,585 harvested) from 3 March 1979 to 29 February 1980. Catch rates
for the ent i re  r i ve r  from Palisades Dam to the mouth of Henrys Fork, 110 km (63 mi ) ,  were
.53 game f i sh /h r ,  .43 t rou t /h r ,  and .36 cut throat /hr .  Composition of f i sh  in the angler's
creels were 68% wild cut throat ,  4% hatchery cut throat,  9% brown t rou t ,  2% wild rainbow,
2% hatchery rainbow, 0.5% lake t rou t ,  and 14% whitefish. Mean tota l  length for cutthroat
was 309 mm (12.2 i n ) ,  brown trout was 368 mm (14.5 i n ) ,  rainbow was 292 mm (11.5 i n ) ,
and whitefish was 312 mm (12.3 i n ) .

Angler composition as amount of total e f f o r t  was 53% bank anglers, 25% motorized
boat anglers and 22% nonmotorized boat anglers. Bank anglers were predominately ba i t
fishermen (69%) while boat anglers used mainly f l i e s  (59%). Nonmotorized boat anglers
had the highest catch rate (.55 t rou t /h r )  and the lowest harvest rate (.24 t rou t /h r ) .

The area from the Heise gauging station to the Heise Bridge (Section 5) sustained
the most e f f o r t  (17,128 hr) and the most intense e f f o r t  (2,801 hr/km). The highest catch
rate was in the roadless canyon area from Conant Valley to Black Canyon Creek, .74
f i sh /h r .  Anglers using f l i e s  had the highest seasonal catch rate of .77 f i sh /h r .

Anglers were predominately local residents with over 80% from the adjacent
counties. Only 8% of the anglers were nonresidents. Most fishermen interviewed would
favor some form of r es t r i c t i ve  regulat ion,  i f  necessary, to protect the fishery from
over-harvest.

The South Fork cutthroat trout fishery is  thought to be stable and in good
condition. Comparisons with past data and the South Fork in Wyoming show few '
changes or differences in catch rates and length frequencies.

Author:

V i rg i l  Moore
Senior Fisheries Research Biologist
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