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ABSTRACT:

In mid-June, 1972, the Salmon River broke flood records of 30 years
standing. Decker Pond suffered severe damage which delayed the 1972
rearing cycle un t i l  repairs were complete the f i r s t  part of August.

We reared 400,000 1971 brood-year Rapid River chinook through
August and September and released them in the f a l l  of 1972 at 85-90 mm
fork length and 56 per pound.

Spawning ground survey crews found 2 fin clipped, 2 ocean adults
from smolts that l e f t  Decker Pond in the f a l l  of 1969.

We w i l l  restock the pond with 400,000 Rapid River chinook fry in the
spring of 1973 for release as smolts in the f a l l  of 1973.

Prepared by:

Melvin Reingold
Senior Fishery Research Biologist















Hayden Creek and the Pahsimeroi release areas are 75 to 100 miles

downstream from Decker Pond.
Emigration of chinook out of the Decker Pond area was strong when we re-leased

the fish in the f a l l  of 1971, and there is no readily apparent reason for the lack of

recovery at the lower traps. The 95 rim average size of the smolts was comparable or

larger than wild, f a l l  migrating Salmon River smolts measured during previous years

trapping work.

1971 Brood-Year Chinook Salmon

Project plans for the 1972 rearing cycle called for delivery of chinook fry to the

pond from Rapid River Hatchery in early June for rearing through the summer and

eventual release in the fa l l .  However, during June, 1972, the Salmon River broke high

water records of 30 years standing. Decker Pond suffered extensive damages (Figures

1, 2 and 3).

In July, we repaired the pond and added a 24-inch culvertand valve, widened the

inlet velocity barrier and added ladder-control structures in  the outlet channel (Figures

4, 5 and 6).

Repairs were completed i n  late July, and the fish were delivered to the pond

from Rapid River between August 2 and 4, 1972. At delivery time the fish averaged

85 per pound and 70-75 mm fork length.

We reared the fish in the pond unt i l  mid-September. During the week of

September 18-22, we marked 60,000 fish at the pond. We applied a right ventral-

adipose-3/4 anal clip to one group of 30,000 fish and released them directly into the

outlet channel to the Salmon River. We applied a left ventral-adipose-3/4 anal clip to

another group of 30,000 fish and returned them to the pond. The fish averaged 80-

85 mm and 57 per pound when released (Table 2).
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