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EVALUATION OF TRANSPLANTING SNAKE RIVER
STEELHEAD TROUT TO THE PAHSIMEROI RIVER, 1976

ABSTRACT

In the spring of 1976, 585 adult steelhead t rou t  were counted in to  the
Pahsimeroi River Steelhead Col lect ion F a c i l i t y .  Most of these (395) were the f i r s t
returns of 1-ocean Clearwater River stock released as smolts i n  1974. There were also
136 adults from a group of smolts pond reared for an add i t iona l  year, and 54 2-ocean
1973 released Pahsimeroi o r i g i n  adul ts .  The high loss of 1973 released smolts at
Snake River and Columbia River dams resulted i n  the poorest brood-year return i n  the
h is tory  of the s ta t ion  (.022%).

Feed experiments conducted at Niagara Springs Hatchery showed superior
growth for steelhead reared on Oregon Moist Pe l l e t s .  The experiments also
showed that s t a r t i ng  f r y  on OMP and then converting to dry feed resulted i n
reduced early stage m o r t a l i t i e s ,  smaller size var ia t ion  and a better growth
pat tern  than s t ra igh t  dry feed.

Steelhead smolts on an OMP f i n a l  d ie t  emigrated from the Pahsimeroi River 2
weeks e a r l i e r  than smolts on a dry feed f i n a l  d i e t .  Experiments to fur ther  explore
th i s  phenomenon were i n i t i a t e d  fo r  the 1977 smolt releases.
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